Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

December 13, 2006
District Board Meeting , 6:00 pm
Present

Rob Fredericks - Chairman



Mike Schlepp - Secretary/Treasurer Seth Millhorn – Supervisor 



Lori Frank - Supervisor 

Chuck Jackson – Supervisor 



Audrey Bitter Jackson - Associate

John Burton - Supervisor-elect 


Isaac Henry – Supervisor elect

Glen Rothrock – IDEQ



Lance Holloway – IDA

Jamie Davis – IASCD




Mark Hogen - ISCC

John & Sheri Wallis – Hauser Lake Watershed Coalition

Mark Addy - District Conservationist NRCS

Bob Flagor – District Administrator

 

Absent- (Board members)
Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman

Bill Hudson- Supervisor

Call to Order:

Meeting called to order by Secretary/Treasurer Schlepp at 6:15 pm. Each person introduced him/herself.

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from November.  Frank moved to approve the minutes as presented; Millhorn seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

The Board reviewed the financial report for September, October, and November. The discrepancies in the September and October financial reports were corrected  and explained by Flagor. Millhorn  moved to accept the financial report as presented; Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

Old Business:

Glen Rothrock presented a formal proposal for the District to administer a CWA grant for IDEQ. The grant is from CWA §104(b)3 funding for a demonstration project on Mica Creek to reduce fine sediment and attached phosphorus from actively eroding streambanks. In addition to the bank stabilization, a demonstration tour and educational DVD would be developed. Rothrock and Flagor will develop a contract to present to Terry Harwood of the Basin Commission for approval. The contract would need to be completed by the end of 2008. Addy advised that NRCS would be available to provide design and other technical assistance. Burton asked what we would do if we used the entire $145,000 and the project was not completed. Rothrock suggested we solicit funding from other sources, or simply be satisfied that we had made a major accomplishment in the Mica Creek drainage. Schlepp wanted a clarification that if the District is to provide administrative, contracting, technical, supervisory, and other services, that the District would receive a flat 15% administrative fee. Rothrock said he would need to clear it with Harwood, but supposed that 15% would be reasonable and acceptable. Millhorn moved to accept the proposal and engage in a contractual obligation with IDEQ to perform the stabilization and associated work on Mica Creek; Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

New Business:
Jamie Davis first explained the Lake*A*Syst program for Lake Pend O’reille, and Lance Holloway explained the development of nearshore pollutant management. John Wallis explained that Hauser Lake has a nutrient problem, and that education is an important key to management. Hauser Lake residents are actively waiting to assist with nutrient management. Holloway then asked the District to sponsor an ISCC Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) for a Hauser Lake Lake*A*Syst program. Program cost were estimated to be about $10,000 for demonstration BMPs, including buffers and swales, and for signs and outreach, with a 2-3 year timeline. If the Hauser Lake program proves successful, the program would hopefully be extended throughout the county. Benefits to the District could include a county-wide benefit to citizens and accompanying positive exposure. Obligations would include administrative, technical, and outreach responsibilities. When asked specifically what he wanted from the District, Holloway said he first wanted to know if the District supports the concept enough for him to draft a grant proposal. Frank asked that the supervisors adjourn to executive session to define roles and logistics before any decision was made to support District administration of such a grant. The supervisors asked Flagor to examine his schedule and projected workload to see if he has the interest and time available, if there are other potential sources of seed money available, and if the might be any obvious legal or liability issues. No motion was made, with the understanding that Holloway would prepare a draft with some specificity for later board examination.

RC&D delivered an invoice for trees ordered in the amount of $5,182.45. The board agreed, without motion, that it is appropriate to pay our bills on time and in full.

Flagor reported that the new Federal/State mileage rate has increased to $0.485 effective January 1, 2007.

Millhorn submitted an oral report on the highlights of the last RC&D council meeting.

The question of a KSSWCD representative attending the legislative display days February 20-21 was raised. After some discussion of accessibility to legislators, effectiveness of amateur lobbying, and the actual cost/benefit of attendance, Millhorn moved and Schlepp seconded that the District contribute 25% of the cost, up to a maximum of $250, toward sending the illustrious Alice Wallace to Boise to represent the entire Division 1, if the other three districts in Division 1 would contribute equal amounts. Motion Carried.
Election of new officers was tabled until January when the supervisors-elect will take office. Flagor reported that Gale Akers had called and said that after reconsidering his schedule, he believes he has both the time and energy to serve another term. Gale enquired about the possibility of the board appointing him to another term. The board directed Flagor to investigate legal and ethical ramifications of such an appointment and report next month.

Flagor summarized the Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) program administered by NRCS. LESA is a 30-year old program used by governments and planners nationwide to determine which properties are most appropriate to develop or protect from development. The District Administrator had sent an email to Kootenai County Planning and Zoning offering the District’s resources to use LESA to assist P&Z in revising the comprehensive plan. P&Z has not responded. The board directed Flagor to follow up with P&Z in order to provide the county with the most complete information available.

The chairman signed the receipt of county funds form to submit to ISCC in order to appropriate state funding for next year.

Flagor reported that Bank of America sent a letter to the District to the effect that since there had been no action on the money market account, the bank was considering implementing a state law to classify the funds as abandoned and forward any unclaimed balance to the state department of revenue. Flagor called to assure the bank that the District does not want to give the money to the state. The bank officer offered the advice that the money market provided a meager return on the funds, and that other options, including a simple certificate of deposit, would provide a greater return. She also commented that, especially with new board members to be installed after the first of the year, that the signatures on their file need to be updated. Flagor told her that he would coordinate the necessary paperwork.

IDEQ is updating their State Revolving Fund Loan priority list for FY2008. The board directed Flagor to contact the Spokane County Conservation District to gather information about their involvement and any memorandum of understanding with Idaho districts and counties.

Flagor provided the board with copies of correspondence to Alice Wallace, Division 1 director, regarding draft EQIP cost-share for ponds, which the Coeur d’Alene Field Office staff thought was inadequate. Alice approached Rich Sims, who responded with a final cost list and questions about field office conservation planning. Flagor wrote another letter to Alice explaining the planning process on the plans in question, and the field office will examine the cost-share on the proposed plans when the plans are complete. No action was taken.

The Inland Empire Natural Resources Youth Camp sent letters to the districts explaining that support for the camp and youth attendance has been dwindling over the years. IENRYC wants to know if the districts want to continue support for the program, without specifying time or resources, or abandon it. After some discussion as to the merits of the program, Millhorn moved and Frank seconded a motion to support the program, and would consider specific requests for support in the future. Motion Passed.
Reports:
Mark Addy (D.C. NRCS)

Addy reported that he and his staff are busily engaged in completing status reviews, EQIP payments, and revising CRP conservation plans.

Bob Flagor (D.A., KSSWCD)

Kootenai County Solid Waste Department notified the District that they are not currently interested in applying any BMPs to the property north of the landfill due to funding shortages. The would be interested if they plan and secure funding in the future.

Revised and updated CRP conservation plans for renewed and extended contracts for NRCS/FSA.

Assisted with two EQIP signups that if accepted will lead to new conservation plans on several hundred acres.

Visited a forestry site by Killarney Lake that the landowner wants assistance with developing a conservation plan. The landowner did not get the necessary paperwork to the office in time for the current EQIP deadline, but wants to develop a plan over the next year in time for the next signup.

The District has sold 77,760 trees to date.

There is a P&Z hearing 12/14/06 for an update on the results of the “Meeting in a Box” and a hearing 12/21/06 on the Powderhorn rezoning request. The board directed Flagor, if he is to attend, to not make any official statements on behalf of the District.

The Coeur d’Alene Basin Commission 5-year and calendar year 2007 workplans are available in the office.

The USFWS Partners for Wildlife request for proposals is now available.

Requested support to attend the Nonpoint Source Load Reduction Estimation Workshop in Boise January 3, 2007. This is a half-day workshop sponsored by IDEQ and led by Darcy Sharp, covering BMP monitoring results, direct volume calculations, forests, roads, disturbed rangelands, and croplands. Millhorn moved and Frank seconded to reimburse Bob for tickets, meals, and legitimate travel expenses to attend the workshop, estimated at $150. Motion Passed.
In recognition of the contributions made by the supervisors who have given so much of their time and energy to the Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District, and who will not return next year for another term, Secretary-Treasurer Schlepp presented the out-going supervisors Fredericks and Jackson with beautiful framed prints of local landscapes photographed by renowned local photographer Mark Addy. Supervisors Akers and Hudson were not present, and will be presented with their prints at a later date.

With no further business, Millhorn moved to adjourn at 10:00 p.m., Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted by: Bob Flagor - District Administrator KSSWCD

Motions Carried:

1. Approved the November 2006 minutes as mailed without corrections or additions.

2. Approved the September, October, and November 2006 financial reports.

3. Approved proposal to contract with IDEQ for Mica Creek stabilization work.

4. Approved funding 25% of the cost, up to $250, to send Alice Wallace to legislative display days.

5. Approved non-specific support of IENRYC.

6. Approved travel costs for Flagor to attend the sediment reduction workshop in Boise.

7. Adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

