Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

District Board Meeting November 9, 2005 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks-Chairman

                                     Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman

Mike Schlepp-Sec/Treasurer

Lori Frank- Supervisor 




 

Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Seth Millhorn-Supervisor

Wanda McLean-Associate



Mark Addy- NRCS

Mark Hogen-SCC

Rich Baden-Spokane County Conservation District

Tom Hargreaves-Spokane County Conservation District

Amy Gillis-guest

Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:10 pm.  Rob welcomed Rich Baden (Executive Director) and Tom Hargreaves (District Supervisor) both from the Spokane County Conservation District.  Rob also welcomed Amy Gillis as a return guest.

Reports: 

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from October, Schlepp moved to approve the minutes as presented; Chuck seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

-The Board reviewed the financial report from October, Lori inquired if Rebecca could generate a more itemized monthly budget report; Rebecca will work in Quickbooks to create one for the December Board meeting.  Schlepp moved to accept the financial report as presented; Gale seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

Chairman Fredericks asked if Mark Addy would mind giving his report later on in the meeting so Rich Baden and Tom Hargreaves could give their presentation.

Tom Hargreaves-(District Supervisor Spokane County Conservation District-SCCD)

-Tom introduced himself and gave a brief background as to how he became involved with the Conservation District in Spokane.  He reported that he has been working with the Washington side Basin Commission and feels that there is not a lot of interaction across the state line.  Recently, a concerned citizen came to the Spokane Conservation District requesting a “Bi-state compact to protect the River.”

Rich Baden- (Executive Director: SCCD)

-At this time Rich passed out the letter that they received.  Rich then stated that he had hopes at one time (the last time he attended a KSSWCD Board meeting) that the Washington Department of Ecology (DOE) and the Idaho Dept. of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) would get together and provide grant opportunities to the Districts to enable them to work on projects together.  Rich stated that the SCCD is particularly interested in identifying Point Source polluters to try and get a better handle on the excessive levels of  phosphorus within the river.
-Schlepp then inquired to Rich if he had heard of other Conservation Districts working together across state lines.  Rich said yes however, sharing funding across state lines is close to impossible and makes it difficult to fund projects on the ground.  Schlepp then asked Mark Hogen if the Idaho Soil Conservation Commission had assisted in this type of effort and Mark said that he had not heard of any during his time with the Commission.

-Rich told the Board that he would look at some example Memorandums of Understandings (MOU) and send a draft to Rebecca to circulate amongst the Board.  It was an overall consensus of the Board to agree that working together across state lines would benefit the Coeur d’Alene Basin and Spokane River communities greatly and stay open on any ideas of future partnering.
Mark Addy (  NRCS- D.C.)

-Mark reported to the Board that the deadline for EQIP sign-ups is November 22nd and he and Lindsay Obray have been working on modifications and status reviews.  Mark also reported that the NRCS Technical Review of the Coeur d’Alene field office went well.  The District held a Local Work Group meeting on October 20, 2005 and the recommendations were mailed to Rich Sims (see attached.)  Mark also reported to the Board that Mark Hogen (SCC) had been doing TSP (Technical Service Provider) work for the NRCS.  Schlepp inquired if a sub-division of state government (Conservation District) were also eligible to provide TSP work and Addy said yes.

Lastly, Mark updated the Board with some residue percentages that must be met in order for Farm Bill program recipients to remain in compliance.  Depending on the crop/rotation/ and the amount of tillage, a certain amount of residue must remain on the field in order to comply with the Food Security Act.

Mark Hogen (SCC)

-Mark passed around some photos of Mica Creek before and after the stream bank had been stabilized with rock and vegetative components under a WQPA contract.  The Idaho Dept. of Environmental Quality (IEDQ) had identified that particular section as being a major contributor of sediment.  As another component of the contract, a hardened crossing was also installed.  The contractor has completed their work for 2005.

Mark reported that he and Rebecca had been working together on finalizing the Mica/Kidd Creek 319 payment to Peter Raugh.  Peter submitted a bill to the KSSWCD however his measurements were a little different than what the field office had measured.  There was discussion on how payments are traditionally issued using measurements that the field office records.  Schlepp moved that Rebecca issue the final payment using the field office measurements, Gale seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Action Items:

-Rebecca explained to the Board that she had mailed out over 60 tree seedling order forms that had the tax bracket of 6.5% on them.  The State of Idaho lowered their tax rate to 5% and as of yesterday (Nov. 8th) Kootenai County still had the .5% option sales tax.  Therefore, some tree customers overpaid on their orders.  All of the customers that Rebecca called to notify told her they would like to donate it to the District or seed bank for germination tests.  There was discussion amongst the Board and it was an overall consensus to reimburse the customers with the difference and mail out new order forms.  

-The State of Idaho has adopted the new mileage rate of $.485/ mile.  Lori moved to have Rebecca cancel the Conocco account and start recording her mileage to be reimbursed at the new rate, Seth seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

-The Board reviewed the IASCD Resolutions that were handed out at the Division I meeting on October 28, 2005.  The Board discussed each resolution and either accepted or rejected the resolution and directed Chuck Jackson to vote for the KSSWCD at the annual IASCD conference based on their decisions.  

-Gale moved to accept resolution #05-01 titled: Importance of MOU’s with county governments, Schlepp seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

-Schlepp moved that the Board abstain from voting on resolution # 05-02 titled: Supporting the Proposed Agricultural and Forest Land Preservation Tax, Seth seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

-Seth moved to accept resolution # 05-E (emergency)-01 titled: Interpretation of Eminent Domain, Schlepp seconded the motion, discussion followed regarding whether the resolution is a direct threat to conservation districts, Motion Carried.  

-Seth moved to accept resolution # 05-E-02 titled: Variable Farm Bill Cost Share Rates, Schlepp seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  Rebecca notified those Board members that were not in attendance at the Division I meeting that the Division I IASCD Director will be submitting an emergency resolution at conference regarding the high cost of audits/financial reviews and the need for the Idaho Soil Conservation Commission to look into alternatives to prevent the Districts from having to pay so much.

-Lori moved that the Board go into Executive Session at 8:50 p.m., Gale seconded the motion;  Motion Carried.  Seth moved to come out of Executive Session at 8:57 p.m., Gale seconded;  Motion Carried.   

-Schlepp moved to accept resolution #05-E-02, Chuck seconded the motion;   Motion Carried.
Other Business:

-Schlepp and Gale gave a brief overview of the IASCD Division I meeting in October, both thought it was informative and glad to see Senator Broadsword and Representative Harwood in attendance.

-Rebecca reported on the following items verbally, no written report provided.

· A farmer on the Rathdrum Prairie has weed free hay as well as feeder hay available if anyone is interested.

· The Kellogg school bond passed with a 76% vote to support the ‘Fuels For Schools’ project at Kellogg Middle School.  This is an RC&D sponsored project and the District has great potential in getting involved with the project in the future.

· Rebecca has been working with the Chamber of Commerce-Natural Resources Committee in putting together a ‘Water Series’ seminar to offer to decision/policy makers, agency partners, as well as the public that reside in North Idaho.

· Magnuson & McHugh will be at our Dec. Board meeting to go over the Financial Review.

· Rebecca is working with the other District Administrators in Division I in putting together a joint display at the annual IASCD conference in Boise, which starts this weekend.

· After discussing customer needs at the last RC&D Forestry Committee meeting, Rebecca and Chris Schnepf (U of I Extension Forestry) have been compiling information to provide a resource brochure to tree seedling customers when they pick up their trees in April 2006.

-Seth moved to adjourn at 9:45 p.m., Lori seconded;  Motion Carried.

Actions Items-

-Approved October minutes

-Approved October financial report

-Approved Raugh final payment



-Adopted new mileage rate



-Accept resolution 05-01



-Abstain vote on resolution 05-02



-Accept resolution 05-E-01



-Executive Session



-Accept resolution 05-E-02

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Administrator KSSWCD

