Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship”

Minutes

District Board Meeting November 10, 2004 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent-



George Bloomsburg-Chairman

                        Bill Hudson- Supervisor

Rob Fredericks- Vice Chairman





Jerry Hanson- Secretary/Treasurer





Mike and Brenda Schlepp- Supervisor/Associate

Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Lori Frank- Supervisor elect Jan05



Mark Addy- D.C. NRCS

Mark Hogen- SCC

Bob Flagor- KSSWCD/IASCD

Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Audrey Bitter-Jackson- Guest

Wanda McLean- Guest

Seth Milhorn-Guest

Meeting called to order by Chairman Bloomsburg at 6:10 p.m. and he welcomed guests: Seth Milhorn and Wanda McLean to start the meeting.

Reports:


Minutes: George noticed that Mike Falters’ name was misspelled…again in the October. Minutes, Rebecca will make the change.  It was also noted that under Addys’ report it read that the gravel filter was 3 ¼ and it should be ¾ inch minus, Rebecca will make that change as well.   Rob moved to approve the minutes from October; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Mark Addy (NRCS)- Addy decided to utilize the Board as the Local Working Group (LWG) due to the fact that 4 out of the previous 6 LWG members were present tonight.  Minutes from the December 18th, 2003 meeting were distributed and the group looked over the resource concerns that were listed within the District.  Addy explained that the LWG determines the weight factor that ranks those resource concerns with highest priority.  The ranking list also contained an open spot in which the LWG could add a resource concern.  During the December meeting, Air Quality was considered for this open spot however, the group was hesitant in adding it to the list due to the fact that there are no known NRCS cost-share programs for Air Quality as a resource concern.  There was some discussion about all of the things that contribute to Air Quality; diesel engines, smoke stacks, fire places, slash burning, dust suspension, and agricultural crop residue disposal by burning.  Schlepp suggested trying to add bale and burning or just baling as a cost-share practice under residue removal.  Another suggestion was to look at cost-share initiatives to grow bi-annual crops under an extended rotation practice.  Whatever is decided, it would be nice to work with Benewah County on this issue and see what Keith Daman has been working on with the state.  Addy will look into what can be done as far as listing Air Quality as a concern but might not be able to get back to the board before the state makes a final decision on the resource concerns that will be listed on the EQIP cost-share list.  It was an overall consensus of the group to have Addy send in the proposed ranking sheet with the resource concerns within our district identified.  


The group had some questions regarding EQIP allocations that were distributed last year in Kootenai and Shoshone Counties.  Approximately $250,000 was allocated to Kootenai and $100,000 to Shoshone however, due to no EQIP contracts in Shoshone, and the money went back to the state.  A recommendation that the LWG is submitting with the proposed ranking sheet is that allocations be split up 50/50 between agricultural and forestry practices and if one of the two practices does not utilize the funding than it can be transferred to the other practice.  Schlepp re-requested that the state offer EQIP cost-share rates at 75/25 for all practices.  This concluded the Local Working Group segment of the board meeting.

Reports con’t: Addy reported that all EQIP contracts are with NRCS and no longer require invoices to go through FSA.  He also stated that IASCD will potentially be committing to 1000 hours available to the District to assist NRCS with 100% Farm Bill activities however, we are still waiting for a letter from Kent Foster- Director IASCD.  

Addy concluded his report by announcing the Conservation Security Program (CSP), which recognizes those cooperators that have applied NRCS conservation programs on their land throughout Idaho.  The CSP will be applied statewide over the next 8 years.  15 watersheds have been identified throughout the state which can be viewed on the NRCS website.  The Kootenai-Moyie watershed in Bonners Ferry has been selected as one of these 15 CSP locations and Addy foresees his new planner; Lindsay Obray,  traveling north quite a bit to assist D.C. Mike Gondek.  He then put on the table the possibility of having Bob assist up north; Bob responded that he would like to know more about the program before committing to anything. 

Bob Flagor (KSSWCD/IASCD)- Bob reported that he has diligently been seeking out conservation opportunities within Shoshone County and has identified Bear and Beaver Creek as being potential sites for some stream bank stabilization work.  The Raugh pond has been completed except for the rock-lined grassed waterway, plantings, and fencing, which will be installed in the spring of 2005.  Pictures were passed around to the group.  When the contractor was rebuilding the dam he had to borrow more material due to the pre-existing dam having so many air pockets due to muskrats.  This resulted in the contractor having to take a cut financially from the bided amount which was to move earth for $3.50/yd, he moved it for $.68/yd.   Rob asked why he had to move more earth and Bob said that in order to build a stronger structure, they needed to build a new key trench.  There was some discussion on supplemental funding sources to come up with the difference however, there was no conclusion.

Bob also reported that he and Rebecca have been working on 319 project proposals and 

was wondering what the Board thought of the District proposing to include a Colorimeter in one of the 319 project proposals.  There was discussion on the DEQ recognizing data as being valid if the District analyzed the samples.  To send the samples away it would run between $50 and $100/ sample, which would run up the requested amount to quite a large number and make it difficult to locate 40% match dollars.  Bob and Rebecca will work with Glenn Rothrock from DEQ before submitting the applications to Todd Maguire.  Schlepp and George both agreed that we should figure in the sampling costs into the 319 applications.

Mark Hogen (SCC)- Mark presented another Ratliff WQPA payment application for a trough and service to 2 fields.  Jerry moved to approve the application; Rob seconded the motion, Motion Carried. 

Financial Report:

-Supervisor Schlepp moved to approve the Financial report for October; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.   

Other Business:

-Rebecca updated the Board on the current elections process in that there is still one Supervisor position to be filled.  Schlepp moved to nominate Seth Milhorn as new Supervisor and Wanda McLean as new Associate, Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.  Seth and Wanda accepted the positions and will take office January 2005.

-Jerry reported that he and Rebecca looked through all of the checks that were written after the new fiscal year started and they found that all checks had the appropriate signatures.  Jerry also brought to the Boards’ attention that the employees’ time card has a spot for a supervisors’ signature but not one for the employee to sign.  Rebecca will add an employee signature line.  She will also check with the SCC and see if a supervisor signature is required.

-Jerry also had Rebecca put a copy of the Supervisor reimbursement form in everyones’folder.  Schlepp moved to allow Supervisors issue a reimbursement form monthly.  After discussion, he amended his motion to have Supervisors submit reimbursement forms on a quarterly basis.  Gale seconded the motion, Motion Carried

-Rebecca reported to the Board that she has been corresponding with a representative from PLUS Vision Corp. on selecting a new projector.  Lori suggested that if the District were to purchase a projector we should also purchase an extension cord and replacement bulb. Schlepp moved to have Rebecca use the remaining WQPA funds to purchase a new projector for the District, Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

-Schlepp gave an update on the IASCD annual conference- Land Resources Committee and how the Blaine SCD wanted to encourage the legislation sponsors to remove the word “tax” from the Proposed Agricultural Land Preservation Tax.  He also reported to the Board that the Land Resources Committee approved of the resolution that Latah County submitted to allow for variable cost/share rates among programs.  However, that resolution did not get approved at the conference business meeting. 

Rebecca will look into why the District did not receive the resolutions early on this year to review before conference.  Rebecca also reported that Chuck was at the entire conference, Seth was present for half, Rob made it down for the Sunday Supervisor/employee workshop, and Schlepp was there on Monday.  Due to unforeseen circumstances, Gale and Lori were unable to attend as planned.  



-Rebecca asked the board if the District wanted to revisit District/ Cooperator contracts.  After 



discussion it was decided that Addy would introduce any landowners that come in the office to 



Bob and Rebecca and the District will have copies of our newsletter to hand out.
-Rebecca updated the Board on potential work at Rockford Bay due to development pressures on the wetland.  

With no further business, Schlepp moved to adjourn at 9:10 pm; Gale seconded the motion, Motion Carried.
Actions Items-



-Approved October Minutes



-Approve WQPA contract #01-1 payment application

-Approved October Financial report

-Approved to have Seth Milhorn as new Supervisor and Wanda McLean as Associate in Jan.05

-Approved Supervisor reimbursement on quarterly basis.

-Approved to have District purchase projector.

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Admin. KSSWCD

