Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

District Board Meeting September 14, 2005 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks-Chairman

                                     Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman




 Mike Schlepp-Sec/Treasurer Lori Frank-Supervisor

Seth Millhorn-Supervisor

Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Mark Addy-D.C. NRCS



Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

*The Board met at Gale and Pat Akers home for dinner and then went out to the field to look at some Best Management Practices (BMPs) that were installed on Rob Fredericks and Chris Ramsey’s’ property (Water Quality Program for Agriculture-WQPA contracts) Mark Hogen-SCC, Mark Addy-NRCS, and Bob Flagor assisted the group on the tour.  After the tour ended the group reconvened at the Akers household to conduct the meeting.  Prior to officially starting the meeting, Rebecca spread out posters that the 5th graders from Ponderosa Elementary in Post Falls made for the IASCD annual poster contest.  Each Supervisor picked their top 3 favorite.  

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 8:00 pm.  

Reports: 
Mark Addy (NRCS)- Mark passed out the 2006 Conservation Security Program (CSP) fact sheet.  The selected watersheds in Idaho that will be eligible for CSP applications are: Clearwater, Lower North Fork Clearwater, and Lower Bear-Malad.  This means that farmers and ranchers in Latah, Nez Perce, Lewis, Clearwater, Idaho, and Oneida counties will be eligible.  There was some discussion between Mark and the Board as to when we should expect to have CSP in our area and Mark said that the watersheds are selected by national headquarters and that we will not know until it comes to our area.  Mark also told the Board that Lindsay Obray would most likely be spending a lot of time on detail in Lewiston assisting their office with CSP sign-ups similar to how she was up in Bonners Ferry assisting their field office this year.

Mark reported that the local office has gotten through most of the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) changes.  The annual status reviews are also almost complete.  This week the local office has been under a Technical Review where technical staff from the state and area offices has been “auditing” contracts and program deliveries from the field office.  Rebecca assisted by answering phone calls and participating in the Civil Rights & Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) questionnaire session.

The National NRCS headquarters has requested volunteers to assist in the Hurricane Katrina Relief effort.  If individuals working for NRCS are interested in assisting they will maintain regular payroll status.

Lastly, Mark shared with the Board the tour that he, Lindsay, and Rebecca took of the Galena Mine where Chairman Rob Fredericks works.  He will give Rebecca copies of photos that he took when his camera lens wasn’t fogged up.

Minutes: Rebecca mailed out the minutes from June and notes from July for the Board to review prior to the meeting.  After looking them over again, Seth made a motion to approve the minutes from June, Lori seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Financial Report: As the Board reviewed the financial reports from June, July, and August, Rob inquired about the WQPA transfer of $1,142.42 to the General B of A account.  Rebecca reported that the SCC told her to transfer the remaining WQPA funds into the general account and consider it administration money for the past WQPA contracts.  Currently, the District has no WQPA contracts so Rebecca will make the account inactive.  Gale and Lori inquired about liability payments and Rebecca explained that the District pays payroll liabilities (941’s) biweekly to Bank of America using Federal deposit slips and quarterly to the Internal Revenue Service.  Gale moved to approve the financial reports from June, July, and August, Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Other Business: Rebecca presented the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners of the poster contest and the Board discussed prizes that the KSSWCD would honor the winners.  It was an overall consensus of the Board to present the 1st place winner with $25, the 2nd with $15, and the tied winners for 3rd place each with $7.50.  Rebecca will take the 1st-3rd place winners to the annual IASCD conference in Boise in November.

Rebecca asked the Board which Supervisors would be interested in attending conference this year and Chuck said he would be interested and Gale and Seth are going to think about it.  It was decided that Rebecca will email conference information out to the Board and give everyone a couple of weeks to decide and get back to Rebecca so she can register and look into plane tickets.

Rebecca presented the West Cassia letter requesting a $35 donation for the FFA/4-H camp held in southern Idaho.  It was an overall consensus of the Board to not donate due to the fact that we don’t have FFA or 4-H students from our District attending.

The Board reviewed the Division I letter from Alice Wallace inviting all Supervisors within the Division to attend the fall meeting which will be hosted by Benewah County and held in St. Maries on October 28th from 9-2:30pm.  Chuck and Seth said they will commit to attending, Gale is thinking about it, and Rebecca will contact the Schlepps to see if they will be available.

Rebecca reported that this years’ fair went well and that by being with other conservation partners, she felt that it was very effective.  She was very appreciative to Nina in offering up space next to Kootenai County Noxious Weed Control, and Rebecca was also appreciative for the help she had from NRCS and FSA staff in helping her “man” the booth.

The District has started up with the Annual Tree Seedling Program with Panhandle Lakes RC&D.  Rebecca has mailed out order forms and information on the 2006 program to over 67 customers.  There will be no white pine for sale this year, however we will have white pine next year.  After some discussion on potential services we could offer our customers, Seth requested that Rebecca put tree planter ideas on the October meeting agenda.

Rebecca and Rob jointly reported on the dinner they had with NACD president Bill Wilson and CEO Krysta Harden at the CDA Resort.  Alice Wallace- Division I IASCD Director, Herman Collins-Bonner SWCD Chairman, and Kyle Hawley- IASCD president were also present.  It was a good opportunity for us to share some local concerns with our National Conservation District affiliates.  Rebecca will continue to forward NACD News to the Board.

With no further business, Seth moved to adjourn at 9:15 pm, Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.
Actions Items-

-Approved June minutes

-Approved June, July, and August financial reports

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Administrator KSSWCD

