Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

(KSSWCD)

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1 Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101


“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes






August 9, 2006

District Board Meeting, 6:00 pm
Board members present 



Board members absent
Rob Fredericks - Chairman



Gale Akers - Vice-Chair



Chuck Jackson - Supervisor



Mike Schlepp - Secretary/Treasurer


Seth Millhorn - Supervisor

Lori Frank - Supervisor


Bill Hudson - Supervisor

Audrey-Bitter Jackson – Associate

Others present



Mark Addy - District Conservationist, NRCS; Bob Flagor – NRCS; John Wallis - Hauser Lake Coalition; Tracy Walters – guest; Kathy Morris - District Administrator

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:10 pm.

Introductions: Chairman Fredericks introduced Tracy Walters, guest.
REPORTS

Minutes:  

There were no Minutes for July to review. Board meeting was cancelled in July. 

Financial Report:

The Board reviewed the Financial Reports for June 14 - August 9, 2006. Seth Milhorn moved to accept the Financial Report, as presented; Bill Hudson seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

· RC&D Council 2007 Yearly Dues – The board approved to pay the Panhandle Lakes RC&D Council $150 in annual dues to be paid by November 3, 2006.
· Bill Hudson moved to approve the $150 annual dues to the Panhandle Lakes RC&D Council; Chuck Jackson seconded the motion.  Motion Carried
District Administrator Resignation

Chairman Rob Fredericks read a letter of resignation and thank you letter to the district board on Kathy Morris’ resignation from her present position as District Administrator. The board will work on her replacement and update the job description. Morris will cooperate with the board until a replacement is found. Morris explained the hiring process to the board with the Idaho Job Service when advertising for a job position.

KSSWCD Board Direction – Agriculture vs. Urbanization Discussion

Kathie Shea, Program Coordinator, Idaho Soil Conservation Commission (IASCC), presented a new Idaho statewide challenge to all ID district boards.  Due to district board member elections being held November 2006, Shea is presenting this challenge now. This new idea presented a new approach on how to recruit new board members. Shea stated in an e-mail that that there is increased urban development and decreased agriculture land in some Idaho districts. Shea suggested district boards take a serious look at the resource needs in their district and the type of background district supervisors need to address these resource concerns. Shea stated that the Soil Conservation District Law does not say Soil Conservation Districts need to develop a program just to address agricultural issues in Idaho, but that districts are to develop programs that address all soil, water, air, plant and animal resource issues. Shea said that if districts want to remain viable, vibrant entities that it may be time to look outside traditional agriculture, forestry and mining district supervisors and begin identifying and addressing some of the urban issues in the counties who are seeing a real change in land use and land ownership. Mark Addy, District Conservationist, NRCS, stated presently Ada County, ID has begun this new direction. He said if the board accepts this urban program, that it would make a new direction for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Addy stated that he read in the Capital Press newspaper that all agriculture Farm Bill work in Ada county, ID is handled by a neighboring NRCS field office. Addy did not think it would be advantageous now to have agricultural work sent to another office since there is presently such a large Farm Bill workload. He also said maybe a mixture of agriculture and urban focus would be best for the district. There were mixed ideas from the board; Rob Fredericks, chairman, said he feels there are still many opportunities for agriculture in Kootenai-Shoshone counties. Seth Milhorn, board member, thought that taking the mixture approach now might enable the board to stay ahead of the picture. John Wallis, Hauser Lake Coalition, suggested checking with the county planning department to see where Kootenai and Shoshone counties are headed. He thought this would help the board see future projections of the needs of their counties.

Ross Printing – Coeur d’Alene Map Production Update

Rebecca Stevens, CDA Tribe, explained in an e-mail, where the final process for the map production payment is now.  Stevens stated that the final round of maps are being printed and once they are finished and folded Ross Printing will send the maps to the district with a bill for the final production. The district will then generate an invoice, which will include total administrative hours Stevens spent on the project. The invoice will then be sent to Terry Harwood, Executive Director for the Basin Commission. The state controllers office will print a check, send it to the district and then the district will deposit the check. The district will generate a final check to Ross Printing for the billed amount. 

(  Stevens stated she would keep the district administrator updated on the process.

2006 Board Supervisor Election Process – Recruiting new board members – Appoint election official

Presently, there are four board members out of seven, up for re-election this year. They are as follows: Rob Fredericks, chairman, Gale Akers, vice-chair, William Hudson, member and Charles Jackson, member. Fredericks, Hudson and Jackson have given notice they will not seek another term as board supervisor. Fredericks said it would be helpful to invite potential people interested in the positions to the board meetings, so they can learn more what it means to be a board supervisor with a conservation district.

There was a discussion as to whether the board can/should revert to a five-member board. Fredericks stated that he felt it was preferable to stay a seven-member board. Lori Frank, board member, suggested recruiting board members with diverse backgrounds with a mixture of agriculture and urban knowledge.

· Appointment of 2006 Election Official

Rob Fredericks approved the motion to appoint, Kathy Morris, District Administrator, as 2006 election official. Seth Milhorn seconded the motion. Motion Carried

Morris will remain the election official until a new District Administrator is hired.

2006 Kootenai County Fair

This year the district will not have a booth at the fair, but Morris will prepare informational flyers on what a conservation district is and flyers on the new EQIP/WQPA (Environmental Quality Incentive Program and the Water Quality Partnership Act) grant program for public information.

Lake Management Plan (LMP) – Letter from Rebecca Stevens & Glen Rothrock

A meeting has been set for August 29th, at 9 AM, to review this lake plan, which was presented by Rebecca Stevens, CD’A Tribe and Glen Rothrock, ID Department of Environmental Quality, at the June board meeting. Mark Addy, NRCS, Mark Hogen, Water Quality Resource Specialist with the ID Soil Conservation Commission (IASCC) and Kathy Morris, KSSWCD District Administrator, will be attending this meeting.

Agency Reports - Mark Addy, District Conservationist, NRCS

( Addy stated that he is caught up on EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentive Program) contracts. He stated Bob Flagor, is working on Farm Bill contracts, EQIP and the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts.

( Jerry West, Dave Rice and Glen Rothrock of the Department of Environmental Quality, (DEQ) will give a tour of the 319 Kidd Creek Project on Peter Rouse’s property. The tour will be held on Sept. 18, at 2 pm; led by Mark Hogen, Water Quality Resource Conservationist with the ISCS (Idaho Soil Conservation Commission).

( USDA computer compliance - Addy stated that all computer stations in the districts could be USDA compliant. Addy said any person working on any NRCS computers will need to go thru the activation process.

ID Forestry Contest

Fredericks presented Lori Frank with a certificate and photos of her winning students taken from the ID Forestry contest held earlier this year. Frank said her students won two years in a row, and she stated they work very hard and she was happy many students are interested in conservation. Seth Millhorn congratulated her and her students on their winnings.

IASCD Fall Division I Meeting – Supervisors attendance

This meeting will be held Wednesday, Oct., 18, at Avondale Golf Club in Hayden Lake, ID.

Seth Millhorn, supervisor, agreed to attend and represent the KSSWCD.

With no further business, Lori Frank moved to adjourn at 8:30 PM pm; Chuck Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Actions Items –  Approved July-August 2006 financial report, adjournment

Motions Carried:

1. Approval of the June-August 2006 Financial Report. (July Board Meeting cancelled)

2. Approval of $150 for RC&D Council Annual Dues

3. Rob Fredericks approved the motion to appoint, Kathy Morris, District Administrator, as 2006 

election official. Seth Milhorn seconded the motion. Morris will remain the election official until a new District Administrator is hired.

4. Meeting adjournment; approved by Lori Frank; seconded by Chuck Jackson

Next board meeting to be held:  Wed., September 13, 2006; 6 PM

Respectfully submitted by: Kathy Morris, District Administrator
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