Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

June 9, 2010
District Board Meeting , 12:00 pm
Present- 





Absent- (Board members)



Fran Hughes – Acting Chairman 


Ed Pommerening – Supervisor

Jody Bieze – Supervisor

Isaac Henry – Supervisor

Joy Cassidy – Supervisor

John Burton – Supervisor 





Fran Hughes – Supervisor 

Mark Addy – District Conservationist, NRCS

Mark Hogan – ISCC

Commissioner V. Rinaldi – Shoshone County

Larry Mundt – Mica Creek Landowner

Jerry Mason – Attorney, ICRIMP

Burt Rorbach, Chairman, Aquifer Protection District, Koot. County

Meeting called to order by Fran Hughes at [Not on Tape].

Discussion about length of agenda; item #13 removed. Motion made by Isaac Henry to set agenda, seconded by Joy Cassidy. Motion carried.
May Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from May.  Discussion was had about including a synopsis of the NRCS response letter.  Joy Cassidy motioned to have an amendment to the minutes prepared for review at July meeting.  Seconded by Isaac Henry. Motion carried. 

(the amendment was never completed, Joy Cassidy has not been active) 11/2010
Discussion with Mr.Jerry Mason about procedures.  Mr. Mason suggest that agenda be “unlocked” for meeting purposes.  Motion made by Sandy Schlepp to unlock agenda, seconded by Joy Cassidy. Motion carried.

April Minutes:  Isaac Henry read an action request in relation to the unproved March and April minutes.  Mr. Jerry Mason offered advise re: the 30 day objection period as dictated by Idaho law.  John Burton clarified that the objection stemmed from an illegal executive session held on March 10, 2010 and referenced in both the March and April minutes.  Mr. Jerry Mason offered instruction on properly conducting and recording of executive sessions.  Fran Hughes then shared his concerns in reference to the March 10, 2010 meeting however at the request of Mr. Jerry Mason he did not read his full resolution as written.  Mr. Jerry Mason queried as to what actions had been taken as a result of the executive session and determined that they were considered to be insignificant actions and therefore any discussion had prior to those actions could stand.  Should someone contest those actions then it would be advisable to re-motion and re-vote.  Isaac Henry made a motion to approve April minutes as written, Joy Cassidy seconded.  

Motion carried.
Mica Creek Phase 2 (DEQ 319 Grant): Citizen Larry Mundt gave a short presentation detailing his historical working relationship with Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District on the Mica Creek Phase 1 project.  He shared a summary of the work that was left incomplete due to lack of funding and the process by which he applied for, and was ultimately granted the DEQ 319 grant for Phase 2 of the project.  At this time he is requesting the partnership of the District to provide proof of Worker’s Compensation and Liability insurance as well as a named Administrator for the project.  It was noted that presently the District does not have an Administrator, but that Mr. Hughes could be named and amended at such time that an Administrator is hired.  

John Burton moved for approval of partnership on Mica Creek Phase 2,  Joy Cassidy seconded.  Motion carries.

Treasurers Report: The Board reviewed the financial report for May 2010. Joy Cassidy moved to accept the financial report as presented; John Burton seconded the motion. Motion Carried. 

Agency Reports: 

Mark Addy (Natural Resources Conservation Service): Mark. Addy reported that EQUIP sign up is running through mid-August.  He has contacted several farmers that showed interest in assistance in the past, but has had no one commit.  Presently funding is somewhat limited and he is looking for 2- 3 farmers who are interested.  John Burton shared his concern that the City of Post Falls had annexed a large portion of the prairie raising the issue of longevity.  Mark Addy stated that as long as the property is irrigated then it qualifies to be part of the project based on water and energy conservation.  He also shared that should the developers pull the systems prior to the end of system life then the developers would be required to return the money, the encouraging them to leave the property as open farm land.  Additionally, Mark Addy shared that the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) extended their application deadline to June 25, 2010.

Mark Hogan (Idaho Soil Conservation Commission):  Mark Hogan, Isaac Henry and Joy Cassidy met the morning of June 9, 2010 to discuss WQPA projects.  The following recommendations were made: 1) Approve WQPA project for A.B.J, Terminate T.S. from 2009, and Approve payment for BG.  Motion made to Approve A.B.J. WQPA, termination of contract for T.S. and payment approval for B.G. by Joy Cassidy, seconded by Issac Henry. Motion carries.

2010 Budget requests:  At Fran Hughes request Mark Hogan read a memorandum issued by the Idaho Soil Conservation Commission re: 2012 budget requests.  As part of the criteria we must submit funding requests with letters of intent to the various counties as well as a 2012 budget.  Discussion re: requested amounts from counties was had and Commissioner Rinaldi shared his input on funding from Shoshone County.  Jody Bieze reported that letters of intent have been sent to both Shoshone and Kootenai Counties.

North Fork Coeur d’ Alene (Contract C-783) update:  Fran Hughes shared a letter dated May 19, 2010 as well as emails dated May 21, 2010 from Kajsa Stromberg at the Department of Environmental Quality.  Ms. Stromberg requested that we have an updated action plan to her no later than June 4, 2010.  Fran Hughes, Mark Hogan, and Craig Nelson prepared a response out of need to meet the deadline making it clear to Kajsa Stromberg that the plan had not been approved by the board.  Discussion was had re: any concerns with the proposed plan and any liability that the District might have.  Following discussion Joy Cassidy made a motion to table further discussion and voting until the July board meeting with the understanding that should Kajsa Stromberg need a decision soon the board would hold a conference call to include the Board, Craig Nelson and Kajsa Stromberg.  Jody Beize amended the motion to include Kajsa Stromberg only after the District Board had made a decision.  Isaac Henry seconded.  Motion Carried.
Legal Services: Fran Hughes shared that the Attorney General’s Office will provide optional legal representation to District via a Memorandum of Understanding at the rate of $88 per hour.  Mr. Jerry Mason shared that ICRMP provides the same service, however they do not act as our attorney.  A motion was made by Jody Bieze not to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding at this time.  Joy Cassidy seconded.  Motion Carried.
Election of Officers:  Fran Hughes explained various options and opened the floor for nominations for officers.  Sandy Schlepp motioned to table the election due to time constraints, Joy Cassidy seconded.  Motion Carried.

Division I & II Commission Representation Update:  An email was received to Billie.  Anyone may submit their name into the Governor for consideration.

Natural Resources Conservation Service Letter Repsonse:  Joy Cassidy motioned to table this issue until July meeting, John Burton seconded.  Motion Carried.

Hauser Lake Watershed Coalition Boat Rinse Station:  Grant request has been sent to Tom Wolfe at the State of Idaho.  We are waiting on a response at this time.  

District Administrator Hiring Process:  Some discussion was had re: contract labor versus permanent hiring.  Fran Hughes reported that he had drafted a letter to the applicants, however that letter had not been mailed out.  Discussion was had re: fiscal feasibility of hiring a District Administrator and options for cost savings.  Isaac Henry made a motion to table the issue. seconded by .  Motion Carried.

Working Group Agenda/Meeting [Deadline June 18, 2010]:  Mark Addy asked if invitations had been sent out for the meeting.  Jodi Bieze stated that she had not completed the invitations.  Mark Addy requested that we not hold the meeting due to time constraints.  Discussion was had and Joy Cassidy made a motion to hold the meeting as scheduled.  John Burton seconded.  Motion Carried.
Natural Resources Youth Camp:  Fran Hughes shared some information on the camp.  The District received a request from a local 4H youth for sponsorship to attend camp.  Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts will reimburse $50.00 per attendee.  John Burton motioned that we contribute $100.  Joy Cassidy seconded.  Motion Carried.

Financial Audit Engagement Letter:  Fran Hughes shared an email from Craig Nelson re: both Quickbooks online and the Anderson Bros., CPA engagement letter.  Discussion was had over costs and requirements.  Craig Nelson, District Employee, was invited in to share the details of the audit/review requirements and costs.  Full audit would cost $5000 where as a review would cost $3200.  Joy Cassidy made a motion to retain Anderson Bros., CPA at the lesser cost ($3200.00) audit to commence July 1, 2010.  John Burton seconded.  Sandy Schlepp expressed concerns of a personal nature about retaining Anderson Bros., CPA.  With no votes registered, Joy Cassidy withdrew her motion. 

Items withdrawn/tabled without discussion from agenda:  Item 33: Overview of Board meetings including timeline of actions of the KS-SWCD from February 10, 2010 through current date, which will include: fuel storage tank, Prairie development, Executive Meetings, resolutions, email letter of 5.27.10 from Vice Chairman to the Chairman, DEQ, North Fork Project, and budget.  Item 8:  March Executive Session Resolution.  Item 16: Beaver Creek update. Item 17. W9/1099s [Files Incomplete/Request sent out].   Item 18. Project Files [Incomplete] Item19. Project File/Documentation Requirements.  Item 21. District's Business Plan/5-Year Plan/Estimated Budget FY 2010 - 2011 [?] Include past year accomplishment report.  Item 22. Financial Reporting [Monthly Burn Rate - Actual vs. Budgeted].  Item 23. Land-use Suitability Model Expenses [Reimbursements].  Item 24. Election Requirements/Deadlines [Press Release]

With no further business, Joy Cassidy moved to adjourn, Sandy Schlepp seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted by Erica Waterman.

