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“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes






June 14, 2006

District Board Meeting, 6:00 pm
Board members present 



Board members absent
Rob Fredericks - Chairman



Lori Frank - Supervisor

Gale Akers - Vice-Chair




Mike Schlepp - Secretary/Treasurer

Chuck Jackson – Supervisor



Bill Hudson - Supervisor

Audrey-Bitter Jackson – Associate

Seth Millhorn - Supervisor

Kathie Shea - Program Coordinator, ISCC





Mark Addy - District Conservationist, NRCS

Rebecca Stevens - Guest - Coeur d’Alene Tribe

Glen Rothrock - Guest - IDEQ

John Wallis - Guest - Hauser Lake Coalition       
Art Macomber - Guest - Land Use Attorney 

Kathy Morris - KSSWCD District Administrator

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:10 pm.

Introductions: Chairman Fredericks introduced Kathie Shea, Program Coordinator, ID Soil Conservation Commission, (ISSC) John Wallis, Hauser Lake Watershed Coalition, Glen Rothrock, ID Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) and Art Macomber, Attorney.
REPORTS:

Minutes:  

The Board reviewed the Minutes for May 2006. Gale Akers moved to approve the Minutes, as presented; Chuck Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

The Board reviewed the Financial Report for May 2006. Gale Akers moved to accept the Financial Report, as presented; Chuck Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

Kootenai County Letter of Intent

Chairman Fredericks stated that Kootenai County reduced their contribution to the district for the 2008 fiscal year (July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008) from $8000 received in the 2007 fiscal year to $5000 for the 2008 fiscal year. 

2005-2006 Financial Review

Morris researched accounting firms to prepare the KSSWCD 2005-2006 Financial Review. At the May 2006 board meeting the board decided to try and find a firm who could compile a review for a lesser fee than last year’s, which totaled $2,500. Morris found Anderson Bros., a CPA firm in Post Falls, ID who would prepare the review for $1,500 for the 2008 fiscal year.

The Board approved Anderson Bros., CPA’s P.A accounting firm in Post Falls, ID to prepare the district 2005-2006 Financial Review.  Seth Millhorn moved to approve Anderson Bros., CPA’s., P.A. to prepare the review, as presented; Gale Akers seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

The review will begin approximately July 15, 2006 and Anderson Bros., will issue their final report to the district no later than August 31, 2006.

Rebecca Stevens, CDA Tribe, asked Kathie Shea, Program Coordinator, ID Soil Conservation Commission (ISCC) about a resolution talked about last year to help the districts find accounting firms to prepare their audits or financial reviews at a reduced cost. Shea stated this issue is being worked on by the IASCD Directors and a resolution would need to be presented at the IASCD Conference in November in order to change the approved Financial Accountability Policies.  Shea stated if the district wanted to develop a resolution to address these options a board member would need to attend the yearly IASCD conference to support this resolution.

Summer Check Signing Schedule

Due to board members being very busy in the summer, the board approved the first payroll check for the administrator to be signed at the monthly board meeting since it is easier to get two board signatures, at that time. Towards the end of the month, after the pay period ends, Morris will e-mail Fredericks and call board vice-chair Gale Akers two days ahead reminding them signatures are needed. (Two board member signatures are needed on checks over $75) If Akers is unavailable, he will call other board members to see who is available for check signing. Morris will try and have other business checks ready for signatures, at those times.

Coeur d’Alene Lake Management Plan

A joint Clean Water Act (CWA) project between the State of Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) and the Coeur d'Alene Tribe to assess the management action tables in the 96' LMP (Lake Management Plan) is being organized.  The Tribe and State will be working with those land management agencies and other interest groups to assess projects that have been implemented in the CDA Basin over the last 10 years.  The following categories encompass those actions that were identified: roads, forestry, wastewater, stormwater and development, agriculture, south lake (CDA lake south of Harrison, waters 0-20 feet in depth, and all bays throughout the lake), and motorized watercraft. Over the next several months Glen Rothrock IDEQ Coordinator and Rebecca Stevens, CDA Tribe, will be setting up meetings with agencies and other identified entities to survey the status of past, ongoing, and future projects. Natural Resources Conservation Service, (NRCS), Kootenai-Shoshone Soil & Water Conservation District, (KSSWCD), Soil Conservation Commission, (SCC), Panhandle Lakes RC&D, and USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will be receiving introductory letters and surveys. In-person meetings, with the agencies, will also be scheduled.

Lake Stewardship Outreach Program Update

Stevens is working to make minor changes that came from the latest CDA lake map draft.  When those changes have been made, the final 2,500 map copies will be generated and KSSWCD will receive a billing invoice. Rebecca is looking into Avista’s offer to assist with additional funding in order to print more maps. These maps will be free to the public. Rebecca is also working to compile "Our Gem" questionnaires that were gathered from entities that received the PowerPoint presentation (when Rebecca worked for KSSWCD).  Stevens will keep Morris informed and involved and hopes to have this completed by the end of June.

EQIP/Cost-Share Riverbank report – Mark Addy, District Conservationist, NRCS

· Addy presented Chairman Fredericks with four Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) contracts for board signature. They included: pest management for hawkweed, up-land wildlife management, forest stand improvement and tree plantings. Fredericks signed the contracts, as presented.

· Addy suggested the KSSWCD board write a letter to Rich Sims, NRCS State Conservationist, requesting an increase in cost-share specific to contaminated soils. Fredericks stated he would draft a letter to Mr. Sims.

· Addy stated he is working with Kim Golden, Coordinator, Panhandle Lakes RC&D, to hire a public outreach information officer to educate the public on the EQIP Cost Share Grant program. Kathie Shea, Program Coordinator, ISCC, suggested ways to achieve this by holding public meetings and developing a public outreach plan. Seth Millhorn, board supervisor, and Chairman Fredericks suggested this issue be tabled until next month’s board meeting.

2006 KSSWCD Election Process

The KSSWCD election process will begin July 2006. Four KSSWCD board members are up for re-election this year. They are as follows: Rob Fredericks, present chairman, Gale Akers, present vice-chair, William Hudson and Charles Jackson. Kathie Shea, Program Coordinator, ISCC, presented handouts to board members on recruiting new members with ideas on 

educating the public on the election and candidates. Shea stated the district could approach the upcoming election in different ways. The district could decide to carryout their own election, if there are just four candidates. If there are more than four candidates the district would need to set-up their own polling booths, which would need to be manned from 8AM-8PM, Shea commented.

Panhandle Lakes RC&D Tree Price Increase

On May 22, 2006 the Panhandle Lakes Resource Conservation & Development (PLRC&D) committee raised the prices for next year’s tree seedlings at $260/M (.26 each) for all seedlings that are 5.5” cu. plugs. In addition, the committee will have some 8” cu. plugs of Western White Pine and Western Larch seedlings available for the annual tree sale. Those seedling prices are $380/M (.35 for each). There will also be White Pine seedlings available, as well as, Ponderosa Pine, Western Larch, Douglas Fir and Lodge Pole Pine. Justification was based on rising costs associated with the seedling program, including the critical need to replenish the seedbank and an increase in the amount the nursery is charging the RC&D.

Capital Press Subscription

The board decided to renew the yearly subscription to the Capital Press newspaper.

With no further business, Seth Milhorn moved to adjourn at 9:15 pm; Gale Akers seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Actions Items - Approved May 2006 minutes. Approved May 2006 financial report, adjournment

Motions Carried:

1. Approval of the May 2006 Minutes, as mailed without corrections or additions.

2. Approval of the May 2006 Financial Report.

3. 2005-2006 Financial Review to be prepared by Anderson Bros. CPA’s, P.A, Post Falls, ID

Next board meeting held:  Wed., July 12, 2006; 6 PM

Respectfully submitted by: Kathy Morris, District Administrator
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