Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

District Board Meeting June 8, 2005 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks-Chairman

                                     Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman




 Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Mike Schlepp-Sec/Treasurer 




 

Lori Frank-Supervisor

Seth Millhorn-Supervisor

Brenda Schlepp-Associate

Mark Addy-D.C. NRCS



Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:15 pm.  

Reports: 

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from May, Lori noticed that there were some grammatical errors in the NRCS report, Rebecca will make appropriate changes and file the revised minutes.  Gale moved to approve the minutes as presented, Lori seconded the motion, Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

-The Board reviewed the financial report from May, Mike moved to approve the financial report as presented; Seth seconded the motion, Motion Carried. 

Mark Addy (NRCS)- Addy presented some EQIP contracts that need District approval. 1) Millhorns’ are putting part of their acreage into EQIP, the following items are proposed in his application: bluegrass, structures (5 grade stabilization, 26 gully plugs) 3 acres of grassed waterways, approx. 159 acres of crop residue management, and approx. 154 acres of mulch till.  All of these items will reduce the amount of soil loss considerably.  Rob asked how many watershed acres would be surrounding the future site of the gully plugs and Seth told him approximately 400 acres in the Fighting Creek area.  Schlepp suggested that Seth keep abreast of the Lake Creek TMDL process that the CDA Tribe is undergoing.  It was an overall decision of the Board to have any Supervisor (excluding Seth) to sign the completed conservation plan and contract once the landowner has signed it.

2) Jan Kopeat has 20 acres of tree planting identified in her EQIP contract and she is working with IDL on plant species.  Last year after Jan planted she had 80-90% survival rate.

Addy reported to the Board that the District will only need to sign Conservation Plans and the Conservation Plan Schedule of Operations form AD-1155.  Addy presented a 3 Conservation Plans that were reconstitutions due to properties being subdivided. There was one plan that Rebecca  presented on behalf of Farm Service Agency (FSA) that Mark still needed to review before the District signed off on.


Addy gave an update on Conservation Security Program (CSP) sign-ups; there were 14 eligible applicants in Boundary County and over 100 applications out of the Grangeville office.  The way that CSP works is this (for those watersheds selected for CSP): Producers fill out a self-assessment to see if they are eligible for the program.  If the producers are eligible, they sign-up at the appropriate Field office and fill out an application with the assistance from NRCS staff.   The application information is entered into Protracts which is a national database (state and national NRCS offices are able to view application status at anytime during the process). Lastly, applications are reviewed on a national basis and those applicants that have applied the best conservation management strategies on their land will be selected for funding first.   Funding will be distributed until it runs out.

Other Business- Rebecca asked the Board if they would be interested in touring Windy Hill Farms in order to see how all the previously installed Best Management Practices are doing.  They are interested and Seth offered his assistance (due to the fact that he farms for Windy Hills) in planning the tour and even offered the use of his kitchen table if we needed to conduct a board meeting.  Rebecca and Seth will try and set up something for the September Board meeting time and Rebecca will work with the Board before hand in order to keep the meeting brief.

· Rebecca asked the Board if the District and SCC should ask the landowners in the Hauser Lake drainage if Watershed Coalition members could join us when we conduct our Stream Visual Assessment Protocols, the Board felt that we should stick with the plan and conduct the assessments like we did in the Hayden Lake drainage.

· Rebecca asked the Board if anyone was interested in sitting on the Panhandle Basin Advisory Group (BAG) that assists in the approval of projects that get funded by the Idaho Dept. of Environmental Quality (IDEQ).  There was no interest from the Board, Rebecca will call Wanda McLean and see if she is interested.

· Rebecca asked if she could attend Publisher training on July 18th in Spokane with the other District Administrators in Division I utilizing Idaho District Employees Association (IDEA) money.  She told the Board that the KSSWCD would need to pay $150 up front and IDEA would reimburse.  The Board gave her approval if she finds the training necessary.

Action Items: After some discussion regarding donations to foundations, Schlepp moved to donate $50 to Ag. In the Classroom, Seth seconded the motion, Motion Carried.  After more discussion, Lori moved to donate $50 to the Idaho Weed Awareness Campaign, Schlepp seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Other Business con’t: 

· Lori gave a brief overview of the Forestry Contest and reported on the success of her students.  It was a gorgeous day this year and over 190 students were in attendance.  

· Rebecca supplied the Board with information regarding an open public comment period regarding a change in the TMDL that the Coeur d’Alene Tribe is writing for Lake Creek.  The Board will submit any comments they may have on an individual basis.

Rebecca requested the week of August 15th off, Schlepp moved to approve her request, Gale seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

With no further business, Schlepp moved to adjourn at 8:10pm; Gale seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Actions Items-

-Approved May minutes

-Approved May financial report

-Approved donations to Ag in the Classroom and Idaho Weed Awareness 

Campaign

-Approve D.A. request for time-off.

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Administrator. KSSWCD

