Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date May 14, 2008
District Board Meeting , 6:00 pm
Present- 





Absent- (Board members)



Mike Schlepp – Chairman



Seth Millhorn – Vice Chairman

Isaac Henry – Secretary/Treasurer

John Burton – Supervisor 





Jan Olsen – Supervisor 

Lori Frank – Supervisor

Mark Addy – District Conservationist, NRCS

Bob Flagor – District Administrator

Meeting called to order by Chairman Schlepp at 6:15 pm.

MONTH Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from March. Supervisor Burton wanted to clarify one part of the minutes, specifically the last paragraph on page 4, where Mark Addy presented two EQIP/WQPA contracts to the board for approval. Since that time, Supervisor Burton has reason to question the reason for the contracts and has had dialog over those concerns with Rich Sims at the state office. Supervisor Burton stated that the minutes as presented are correct, but wishes to express that if he had known more about at least one of those contracts at the time they were presented, he would not have seconded the motion to approve. 

Burton said that when the contract in question was presented, he recognized it as “the old Jenneskens place,” but the was totally unfamiliar with the new owner. Burton then asked why Addy presented the contract, when a WQPA should probably be presented to the board by the ISCC representative.

Addy said that he checked with Biff Burleigh, who said that in this partnership, it would not matter to him or the Commission who presents it to the board.

Burton remarked that it appears that this contract was “skewed” to allow a real estate developer to become a “beginning farmer.”

Henry pointed out that the CCC-1202 has requirements on what defines a “beginning farmer.”

Addy simply stated that he is not allowed to share all information because of the Privacy Act.

Burton questioned whether the landowner was really entitled to 90% cost-share as a beginning farmer or 50% cost-share as a non-beginning farmer.

Olsen asked Addy to respond to Burton’s question of how does a person qualify as a beginning farmer.

Addy replied that they self-certify.

Olsen stated that DEQ uses the same self-certification method with yard remediation in the Silver Valley.

Burton stated his belief that a landowner who leases his farm to an established farmer really does not qualify as a beginning farmer.

Henry stated that the board members need to be careful to know what the board is actually approving, that staff should be as candid as possible in order to make informed decisions.

The board noted his point. Supervisor Henry moved to approve the minutes as presented. Supervisor Olsen  seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5-0.  

Financial Report: The Board wants the clarification for the December 27, 2007 bank deposit recorded in the current minutes. The deposit was originally recorded in the January minutes as a single deposit in the amount of $12,012.91. In fact, that single bank deposit represented payments of (a)$10,786.95 from ISCC for BMP payments on EQIP/WQPA contracts 740211070H7 and 740211070TH, (b)$1027.53 from IASCD for Farm Bill administrative assistance, and (c)$198.43 for tree sale income. The Board reviewed the financial reports for March 12-April 8 and April 9-May 13. Supervisor Olsen moved to accept the financial report as presented. Supervisor Burton seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5-0. 

Hauser Lake A Syst: John Wallis gave a brief presentation on Lake A Syst and explained what is in each of the nine chapters of the workbook. 

FY09 Annual Workplan: Supervisor Frank asked if we might amend the annual workplan so as allow us to prioritize metals contamination. Supervisor Schlepp director Flagor to contact the Soil Conservation Commission for guidance as to whether a conservation district can legally set those types of priorities and if it is within our scope of work. Supervisor Henry moved to accept the annual workplan as written. Supervisor Olsen seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5-0.

FY10 Annual Budget: Supervisor Burton moved to approve the budget as presented. Supervisor Olsen seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5-0.
Supervisor Training – Kathy Weaver: Kathy Weaver is scheduled to provide District Supervisor training at the next board meeting. It will fill the entire agenda, excepting, of course, approval of prior minutes and financial report.

Zero-Based Budgeting Workshop: Supervisor Burton moved to have Supervisor Henry attend the ZBB workshop. Supervisor Olsen seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5-0.

Alternative Funding Task Force: IASCD sent out a worksheet that the District Administrator described as a “wish list” for what the district would do with money if the legislature was to grant additional funding to the districts. With no expectations to receive additional funding, the board concurred to send the worksheet back to IASCD with the priorities and cost estimates as prepared by staff.

Agency Reports:
Mark Addy (NRCS): 

NRCS mailed letters to all landowners with 20 acres or more on the west side of the Lake Coeur d’Alene inviting them to participate in EQIP/WQPA.

Snowpack in our area is at about the level of the 1996-97 flood year, about 131% of normal. He will check with the state office on the availability of EWP funding, which is not currently funded, in case of disastrous flooding.

Bob Flagor (KSSWCD): Provided a written report to the board on recent, current, and upcoming activities.

With no further business, Supervisor Burton moved to adjourn at 9:40.  Supervisor Henry seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5-0.

Motions Carried:

Approve March minutes

Approve financial report

Approve FY09 Annual Workplan

Approve FY10 Annual Budget

Supervisor Henry will attend ZBB workshop

Respectfully Submitted by Bob Flagor,  District Administrator KSSWCD

