Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101


“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes






May 10, 2006

District Board Meeting, 6:00 pm
Board members present 



Board members absent
Rob Fredericks - Chairman



Lori Frank - Supervisor

Gale Akers - Vice-Chairman



Seth Millhorn - Supervisor

Mike Schlepp - Secretary/Treasurer




Bill Hudson - Supervisor

Chuck Jackson - Supervisor





Mark Addy - NRCS, District Conservationist

Mark Hogen - ISCC, Water Quality Conservationist

Art Macomber - Guest - Land Use Attorney        

Kathy Morris - KSSWCD District Administrator

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:10 pm.

Introductions: Chairman Fredericks introduced Art Macomber, Attorney.
REPORTS:

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the Minutes for April 2006. Mike Schlepp moved to approve the minutes, as presented; Chuck Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

-The Board reviewed the Financial Report for April 2006. Mike Schlepp moved to accept the Financial Report, as presented; Gale Akers seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

Mark Addy, NRCS District Conservationist  

- Addy stated he is working on Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) contracts and his deadline is June 1, 2006. 

- Addy, Kathy Morris, Chuck Jackson and Audrey Bitter-Jackson from the KSSWCD, attended the EQIP/WQPA (Environmental Quality Incentive Program and Water Quality Program for Agriculture) agreement grant signing held in Sandpoint, ID, May 9, 2006.This conservation grant was signed by Alice Wallace, Division I, Director for the ID Association of Soil Conservation Districts (IASCD) and Jerry Nicolescu, Administrator for the Idaho Soil Conservation Commission (ISCC). The Idaho Ag Commission sponsors the grant, totaling $480,000. It will offer conservation programs to landowners at enhanced cost/share rates to ensure and expedite the implementation of selected best management practices. Due to individual state and federal programs not having the ability to independently offer programs at a rate that is acceptable to local landowners, the conservation partners will unite EQIP with the WQPA to achieve this goal. Addy stated the critical areas for treatment for this program include private agriculture; cropland, pasture, hayland and riparian, in the Bull Trout and/or TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load) watersheds. Rock Creek, a Water Quality Limited tributary to Hangman Creek will also be included. The project will be administered by IASCD with Alice Wallace providing overall project coordination. Addy stated the payments will be sent by the SCC, (Soil Conservation Commission) to the IASCD Division I account, and distributed to the appropriate SCD, (Soil Conservation Districts). - Addy said he and Kathy Morris, KSSWCD District Administrator, will develop a news release in reference to the above program, which will include photos of the grant signing. The news release can be used in district county local newspapers and/or other education outreach uses.

- Addy stated he is working on Keith Shannon’s EQIP planning of a 6600 ft. riverbank protection project. The project includes a wildlife food plot and a livestock trough. 

Mark Hogen – ISCC, Water Quality Resource Conservationist
- Hogen said he completed working on a project repairing an emergency spillway on the Mica Creek, Inc. contract; Chris Ramsey’s pond. He showed the Board pictures of the project and asked for their approval on this project, which is payment application #3. Hogen stated the spillway is now back to where it should be and he thinks it looks like a good fix.

- The Board approved the Mica Creek, Inc. contract. Chairman Fredericks signed the contract, as presented.  

Rob Fredericks, Board Chairman

- Fredericks, Mark Addy and Kathy Morris met with county commissioners in Kootenai and Shoshone counties requesting funds for the 2008 state fiscal year (July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008), to help in the district’s conservation efforts. (See more information below.)

- Chairman Fredericks stated he received a letter from the Idaho Weed Awareness Campaign asking districts to contribute a pledge of $25. The Board agreed not to contribute to this cause. 

Mark Addy said that the Special Weed Management Zone Law comes up for renewal in 2007. He said that anyone in these zones that have noxious weeds may only be required to mow the perimeter of their property if there is a complaint of noxious weeds. He suggested that if the district wanted to do anything that it would be helpful to write letters to the state to not renew the special zone so landowners would have to adhere to the law. Fredericks asked when the state noxious weed law was enacted and Addy stated five years ago. Schlepp asked if Cropland Reserve Program (CRP) payments could be withheld if there is no control. Addy stated that he asked the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and they stated that they could start taking a rental payment away but now only enforce what the counties require. Fredericks stated that Boundary SWCD has a bio-control program on noxious weeds.
- NACD Conference – Fredericks suggested Morris look into whether attending a one-day seminar for district employees at this conference, which will be held June 10-14 in Boise, ID, would be a benefit, at this time.

Kathy Morris, KSSWCD District Administrator

- Kathy stated she sent the Budget/Annual Plan and Letters of Intent to Kathie Shea, Program Coordinator, Idaho Soil Conservation Commission (ISCC) for the budget hearing scheduled for May 17, 2006. Morris stated she received a signed Letter of Intent from Shoshone County offering to pay the district $1500.00 for fiscal year 2008 (July 1, 2007- June 28, 2008) to be used for conservation efforts in all the natural resource areas. Morris said the district, as of this date, has not received a final signed Letter of Intent from Kootenai County Commissioners.

- Financial Review – Morris suggested to the Board it was time to start thinking about the 2006 fiscal year financial review and to consider what accounting firm the Board will use for their review this year. In the past, the district used Magnuson, McHugh and Company, PA an accounting firm from Coeur d’Alene, ID. Morris received a letter from the above firm stating their costs at $2,000-2,500. Schlepp, treasurer, stated he felt this cost was too much for the District, at this time. Schlepp suggested Morris check with Alice Wallace, District I Director, to see if the districts can get a group discount rate with other Division I counties. Schlepp said he will check into an accounting firm he would recommend and he suggested Morris call the other districts in Region I to see what they do for their reviews. The Board agreed to keep the cost down.

- Morris is working on organization of the district office; going through old files and labeling file cabinets for easier use.

- The Board suggested Morris use the district Verizon cell phone for emergency calls until Morris is able to purchase her own personal cell phone. If she uses her personal phone much for district calls the Board will discuss later if they will consider helping Morris pay for part of her monthly plan. Mark Hogen stated the ID Dept. of Agriculture pays him $25 per month for use of his cell phone.

- Morris stated she has been asked by other agencies if they can borrow the district’s ‘Enviroscape’ watershed model for use in their conservation education programs. The Board agreed to allow other agencies to use the model if they agree to clean it after use and fill the model with needed supplies when completed. The model comes with a manual if the agency needs help on how to use it.

- Office shredder- Morris requested the District to pay for a paper shredder for her office since the shredder used by Natural Resource Conservation District, (NRCS) is not working. She has temporarily been using the shredder at the Rural Development (RD) office. Morris felt the district should get final permission from Mac Cavasar, Area Director for RD, if the district will use their shredder on an on-going basis. Mike Schlepp, KSSWCD treasurer, recommended Morris ask Cavasar if we can use their shredder since the District does not want to pay for one now. If he declines, this issue will be re-visited at next board meeting.

With no further business, Schlepp moved to adjourn at 8:15 pm; Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Actions Items-Approved April 2006 minutes, Approved April 2006 financial report, adjournment

Motions Carried:

1. Approval of the April 2006 Minutes, as mailed without corrections or additions.

2. Approval of the April 2006 Financial Report.

      3.    Approval of the Mica Creek, Inc. contract signed by Chairman Fredericks.
Next Board meeting:  Wed., June 14, 2006

Respectfully submitted by: Kathy Morris, KSSWCD, District Administrator, 
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