Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

District Board Meeting May 11, 2005 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks-Chairman

                                     Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman




 Mike Schlepp-Sec/Treasurer

Lori Frank- Supervisor 




 

Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Seth Millhorn-Supervisor

Brenda Schlepp-Associate



Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Mark Hogen-SCC

Kim Golden-RC&D (acting NRCS/ D.C.)

Bob Tribelhorn-NRCS-Area Conservationist

Steve Grourke-Kootenai County

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:15 pm.  Rob welcomed Bob Tribelhorn- Area Conservationist from Moscow, Kim Golden-RC&D Coordinator (acting District Conservationist), and Steve Grourke- Kootenai County Open Space Planning Committee to the meeting.

Reports: 

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from April, Gale moved to approve the minutes as presented, Lori seconded the motion, Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

-The Board reviewed the financial report from April, Seth moved to approve the financial report as presented; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried. 

Steve Grourke- (Kootenai County Open Space Planning Committee)- Steve introduced himself and stated that he no longer is working for The Nature Conservancy and has recently taken a position with Idaho Dept. of Lands (IDL) as the Forest Legacy Program Mgr. (protects private forestland from development) and is still working part-time with Kootenai County on their open space initiative.  Rebecca asked Steve if he would present to the Board the status of the Open Space Planning Committee that is working to protect open space on and around the Rathdrum Prairie.  He told the Board that he would be willing to come back at another time to report more on the IDL Program. 


Steve started his presentation by updating the Board on the current selling price of land on the Rathdrum Prairie to be approximately $25-35K/ acre therefore making it difficult to find a financial tool that can help protect substantial open space.  At this time Steve has been meeting with various public entities and County representatives to get a feel for current public assets and values (agricultural, water quality protection, view shed protection, recreational values, etc.) they have set for the need for open space.  Steve gave a few examples of what communities in Montana, Washington, and Southern Idaho are doing to protect open space.


Steve handed out a map of the area that the County is looking at including land that goes beyond the boundaries of the Rathdrum Prairie. Steve feels that the 2 main options for the public to be involved in protecting open space would be: 1) Look at the most sustainable source of funding by having the County add an “assessment” to our current 6.5% tax (like Spokane County did) or 2) Form a Recreation/Park System District where residents in particular communities pay additional property taxes/ year.  The main idea that Steve was trying to present is the need for residents to become better stewards of their communities and rely on public assets to help leverage the protection of open space. 


Kim Golden asked if Steve had looked into the Farm and Ranchlands Protection Program (FRPP) and Steve said that he had as per request from the city of Post Falls.  Unfortunately, Steve only had 2 weeks before the application deadline and the city thought that they could use FRPP as conservation easement leverage.  

Mark Hogen asked how Steve thought the District could be of help.  Steve said that the District could work in conjunction with NRCS and SCC in identifying what land management practices or BMP’s have been applied to the County already (WRP, CRP, etc.)  Rebecca will continue to keep in touch with Steve and will report to the Board as things arise.  

Kim Golden (presented a written report from NRCS staff) see below:

ENGINEERING ASSISTANCE-

Kim Erk provided engineering assistance to 5 individuals on ponds in Kootenai County for WHIP, and O1 ponds.  State Engineer Rob Sampson has replaced Art Shoemaker and made a tour of the county.  We are working on a design for Keith Shannon out of Harrison for a bank stabilization demo involving approximately 200 feet.  This design is would involve sandy gravel to be placed at the toe to dissipate the boat wave action.  If it works, the costs would be significantly less per lineal foot.  Rob was very pleased with the Schlepp project and Wolf Lodge Creek.  Provided assistance to two individual private consultants on Hydrology.

EQIP- 4 applications

1) Forestry-HMW Farms (thinning over stocked area, and planting deforested area)

2) Dagefoerde Trust (planting deforested area)

3) Jan Kopet (thinning overstocked are, and planting deforested area)

4) Other-Millhorn (converting to no-till/mulch till) on grain acres. Also gully plugs, grassed waterways, and grade stabilization structures.

These applications are in the contract writing phase, funding will be secure by the end of June. 

WHIP-

Kevin Flanders- Application is at the state office for ranking. He applied for wildlife habitat improvements of tree and shrub establishment, riparian forest buffer and shallow water wildlife area (pond).

We will know more information about what WHIP projects are funded in the next month.

Bob Tribelhorn-(Area Conservationist)- Bob reported that there have been some new Area positions created within NRCS (Area Range Biologist, Area Forester, Area Soil Conservationist, etc.).  He reported to the Board of the good work that Lindsay Obray has been doing for North Idaho (the Bonners Ferry office in particular) and the Conservation Security Program (CSP) sign-ups.  Bob stated that CSP will most likely hit our District in 2-3 years so we should become familiar with the program and prepare ourselves. Bob asked the Board about whether they think the Coeur d’Alene Field Office should continue to offer EQIP sign-ups at the same time that CSP comes to our area and Seth said that he thought it would be a good thing since some cooperators might be eligible for EQIP but not CSP. 


Bob reported that the Grangeville office has a lot of CSP contracts and are a little behind, therefore NRCS will be requesting staff from other offices to help finish up in the next few weeks.  Unfortunately, this will result in less assistance that NRCS will be able to offer to Districts.

Mark Hogen (SCC)- Mark reported that the SCC has been contracted out by NRCS to conduct Technical Service Provider (TSP) work and he has been following up on 56 CRP contracts.  He found 4-5 fields that need re-seeding and a majority of the other fields are looking good with plant growth.  


Hogen plans to start working on TMDL work on Hauser Lake and would like to conduct Stream Visual Assessment Protocols (SVAP) with the help from Rebecca like they conducted in the Hayden Lake watershed.  Mark presented a WQPA contract revision for Ratliff Family LLC#1 due to the fact that Larry Mundt needs a little more time to complete some contract items.  It was also decided that 2 of the practices indicated in the contract were no longer necessary, they are: 1) Deletion of the pipeline (Larry decided to just pump out of the creek due to the short time period that he has his livestock at that site.  This would also relieve the creek bed of any disturbance that might result from the installation of the pipeline) 2) Deletion of a trough (with the completion of a harden crossing, cattle are able to water from the crossing instead of the trough) Chairman Fredericks signed the amended contract to extend the expiration. Mark also added that he thought the Ratliff WQPA project might be a good field tour for the Board.
Other Business:

· Rebecca reported that the District has received a letter from CH2mHill requesting permission to use the Lake Creek (Godde) foot bridge that accompanies the monitoring station the District installed in the mid 1990’s. Mike Woodard (Forrest Goddes’ land manager) was also contacted and he gave CH2mHill permission to access the property.  Rebecca followed up with Woodard and discussed how they should go about transferring liability so neither the landowner nor the District would be held liable in case someone got injured.  There was discussion among the Board and no decision was made as to whether Rebecca should write up a liability exchange.  Rebecca will look into the history of the Lake Creek contracts and see when the District needs to remove the monitoring stations.  She will report on it at the next meeting.  

· Rebecca reported to the Board about the work she has been doing on Hauser Lake with the Lake*A*Syst Program.  She is in the process if writing up a work plan and will provide it to the Board in June. 

· Rebecca updated the Board on the educational events she has or will participate in.  On Tuesday May10th she worked with the CDA Tribe on Lake Creek to celebrate Water Awareness Week.  She spoke to approx. 60 students from Harrison and Lake City Middle Schools on watershed health and the CDA Basin and presented the Lake Ed. Map that the District and Tribe are working on together.  On Thursday May 12, Rebecca will be a group leader at the Idaho State Forestry Contest.  On May 19-20th Rebecca will be running the Enviroscape model at the Pend O’reille Water Festival in Bonner County.  Rebecca is coordinating the 5th Annual KSSWCD Woodland Middle School Natural Resources Field Day at Farragut State Park on June 10, 2005.  Rebecca welcomed any and all Supervisors to attend any of the events. 

· Chairman Fredericks updated the Board on the meetings with the County Commissioners that he, Rebecca, and Mark Addy went to.  He reported that Rebecca showed the Commissioners (both from Shoshone & Kootenai) a slideshow of pictures that accompanied the annual report and budget request.

Rebecca requested annual leave for July 1, 2005 and it was an overall consensus from the Board that she may have the day off. 

With no further business, Gale moved to adjourn at 8:30pm; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Actions Items-

-Approved April minutes

-Approved April financial report

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Admin. KSSWCD

