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Draft Minutes

Date April 14, 2010
District Board Meeting, 12:00 Noon
Present








Absent 

Jody Bieze, Chairman








Fran Hughes, Vice Chairman



Joy Cassidy, Secretary/Treasurer










Isaac Henry, Supervisor 

John Burton, Supervisor

Ed Pommerening, Supervisor

Mark Addy–District Conservationist, NRCS

Mark Hogan–Conservationist, SCC

Craig Nelson, KSSWCD

Ryan Urie, University of Idaho Land-Use Suitability Model Update

Glen Rothrock, Idaho State Department of Environmental Quality

Sandy Schlepp

Meeting called to order by Chairman Jody Bieze at 12:00 PM
Fran Hughes requested three amendments to the April agenda. The three amendments are:  a brief discussion of the Benewah/Spokane MOU [handed out for the board to review], change the District Administrator discussion to Administrative Assistant discussion, and include a discussion regarding how the board [inadvertently] entered into an executive session in error and that we need to rectify our actions. Fran Hughes made a motion to add the abovementioned items to the agenda. Ed Pommerening seconded the motion. Isaac Henry requested a discussion specific to Fran Hughes’s motion. Isaac Henry further stated that Fran Hughes should provide regulation [Idaho Statue and Code] he referenced specific to the execution session. The board did not vote on Fran’s motion.

MINUTES

Approval of the March Minutes: Isaac Henry asked Fran Hughes for a list of amendments he stated we needed include in the March Minutes. Fran Hughes stated that the minutes needed to include the reason the board entered into an executive session, and the decision we made during our regular board meeting to increase Craig Nelson’s pay. Fran Hughes made a motion to approve the March minutes. Joy Cassidy seconded the motion. Motion passed.
MODEL DEMONSTRATION

Ryan Urie, Land-use Suitability Model Demonstration

The basic process of land-use analysis is to first choose a land use suitability goal (e.g. conservation areas, prime agriculture, etc…). Next, criteria are selected by knowledgeable stakeholders and weighted to define the components of the goal.  Relevant spatial data is then gathered, processed, and used to evaluate the quality of each criterion across the landscape.  Finally, these weighted criteria are combined to calculate and display the overall suitability of each point across the landscape for meeting the land-use goal. 

Land-use decisions are very value-laden and not amenable to a strict objective analysis.  The Land-Use Conflict Identification Strategy (LUCIS) described here is a land-use analysis model that is based on factual data, but which also explicitly incorporates the biases of various stakeholder groups in order to address potential conflicts up front.
AGENCY REPORTS

Glen Rathrock, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

Coordinator of the CDA Lake Management Plan/Implemented by the CDA Tribe and DEQ

Glen provided an overview of the Avista re-licensing process, which happens every 50 years through FERC. As part of the re-licensing process, the Post Falls dam itself included a settlement agreement between the State of Idaho and Avista. This settlement agreement was negotiated so Avista could obtain a water quality certification of their Post Falls dam operations. Please note: All federal permits issue a 401water quality certification. The state of Idaho and Avista came to a settlement agreement. [This settlement is separate from the Avista agreement with the CDA Tribe.] The Department of Environmental Quality and Idaho Fish & Game will receive an annual amount of settlement money for the next 50 years. The settlement money is to be spent on four different types of projects. One of the types of projects that qualify for funding is a river and stream bank erosion project. All projects will include DEQ and Fish & Game and Avista final concurrence. The total funding for river and streambank river erosion projects is $75,000.00 per year. Funding will be distributed across four priorities. 1st Priority: St Joe River [St Maries City to St. Joe City] and the first nine miles of the St. Maries River as well as The CDA River from Cataldo to Harrison. 2nd Priority: work closely with NRCS. 3rd Priority: cost/share projects. For example: a private landowner who wants to stabilize a section of riverbank who also is eligible for a farm bill cost/share possibility. 4th Priority: 319 Grant. 5th Priority: No superfund projects.

Idaho Fish & Game owns land along the CDA River and may be eligible for a bank stabilization cost/share project between Avista, NRCS, and DEQ.

John Burton asked Glen Rothrock what is the water level for the river? Glen Rothrock responded with the detrimental water level is 2128’. At what point does the river drop? Glen indicated the river drops after Labor Day.

Glen Rothrock indicated that May of 2008 was 2128’ plus 7’ after the 2128.

Mark Addy, NRCS

Nine months ago, Mark Addy met with Fish & Game to discuss bank stabilization projects. The Avista funding provides additional opportunities to reinforce the banks along the CDA River. The District should consider working with Fish & Game [landowner] to address bank erosion issues. Please note: Avista does not want to be involved in any project that requires an EPA sign-off.

John Burton asked Fran Hughes about the District’s resolution [submitted to and approved by the Districts] to address constraints that NRCS/District specific to state-owned land. Fran Hughes stated that a minor modification to the resolution was made and that NACD would try to get the law changed through the farm bill.

The board agreed that [we] should continue to pursue opportunities.

INVASIVE SPECIES
The board was unable to secure a person to address the invasive species project. Mark Hogen suggested that we tap someone out of Boise to participate on a conference call during one of our next board meetings.

FINANCIAL REPORT
KSSWCD Budget

Craig Nelson will create a revised budget for the board review.

Reconciliation Report

Craig provided the board with an overview of the financials together with a summary of the District’s banking account

DISTRICT OPERTIONS

Insurance

Payment will be made to The Idaho Counties Risk Management Program (ICRMP) insurance company.

Testing Stations – Lake Creek Watershed
Approximately twenty-years ago, several testing stations were constructed on Lake Creek. One of the testing stations is right next to Elder road. John Burton recommended to the board that the District consider a formal release of the testing stations. The only remaining structures are bridges and metal structures that cover the wells, which are located on private land. Mark Hogen recommended that the District contact the two landowners to see if they would like to donate the bridge and metal structures to the CDA Tribe. Fran Hughes suggested we could tap the Commission specific to a release of liability document.

Seedling Program

The 2010 seedlings were delivered and all payments were made to the District.

North Fork Project
Craig will complete the conservation plans for review by the board. [CDs were passed out to each board member for their review.]

Willow Planting
Water-jet Stinger is not suited to penetrate the rock found in soil. Craig Nelson will identify tools that can be used to drill holes for future Willow plantings.

Assistant Administrator [Open] Position

Fran Hughes reviewed all applications submitted to the District. Fran Hughes submitted his “picks” for the board’s consideration. Fran Hughes made a motion to suspend the job search review until a District budget has been submitted and reviewed by the Board. Additionally, Fran will draft a letter to send out to the pool of applicants that the job search has been suspended. Joy Cassidy seconded the motion. Motioned passed.
BOARD VACANY

John stated that Gordon Sanders submitted his resignation and within his resignation he suggested the board consider Sandy Schlepp. John Burton made a motion to appoint Sandy to the board. Joy Cassidy seconded the motion. Vote: Three Yeas and Two Nays. Motioned passed. 

BENEWAH/SPOKANE COUNTY MOU
Fran Hughes asked the board to review the MOU. Fran Hughes will email/send the MOU to all board members for their review. Once reviewed, Fran Hughes suggested this topic be addressed at a future board meeting.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
Sandy Schlepp provided a brief overview of the Willow planting on Gordan Sander’s land. The team applied a variety of planting options.

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE FIRE MITIGATION PROGRAM

John Burton suggested that the District pursue grants similar to the three grants awarded to Shoshone County. Shoshone County received a grant [stimulus money], as did every County that has an urban interface with the Forest. Two other grants were applied for and awarded to Shoshone County.

AMENDMENT TO THE MARCH 10th MINUTES

Executive Session: The executive session conducted on March 10 falls under 67-2345 (b) To consider the evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member, or individual agent, or public school student.

The regular session of our April 14th board meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted by Jody Bieze, Chairman of the KSSWCD Board of Supervisors

