Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District (KSSWCD)

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship”

Minutes

District Board Meeting, April 12, 2006, 6:00 pm
Present- 





Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks - Chairman



Gale Akers – Vice-Chair



Mike Schlepp - Secretary/Treasurer

Lori Frank - Supervisor

Bill Hudson - Supervisor

Chuck Jackson - Supervisor

Seth Millhorn - Supervisor

Mark Addy - District Conservationist, NRCS

Rebecca Stevens – Environmental Specialist, Coeur d’Alene Tribe

Buck Gramps - Guest 

Kathy Morris – KSSWCD, District Administrator

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:15 pm.

Introductions: Chairman Fredericks welcomed the new District Administrator, Kathy Morris. Chuck Jackson introduced Buck Gramps, quest. Chairman Fredericks asked the Board and Kathy to introduce themselves.

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from March 2006. Mike Schlepp moved to approve the minutes as presented; Chuck Jackson seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

- Lori Frank, Board member, asked about payment check # 2445 paid to Bob Flagor, Monarch Research for $1,275.62 on the March 2006 financial report. The check was re-classified to come out of the Erosion Survey sub-account and the remaining funds in that account are for the District to use in future Erosion Survey work. 

- Rebecca Stevens reported that the 450 folded Coeur d’Alene maps for the Lake Stewardship Outreach Program have been distributed to agencies that will distribute them, accordingly. Stevens said there is still approximately $14K remaining in the District contract. Terry Harwood, Executive Director to the Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission (BEIPC) will be fielding any comments/feedback that will be incorporated into the last go around of the map production in the next month. The last 5,000 copies of the map will be produced and distributed this summer free to the public. Stevens will be representing the Coeur d’Alene (CDA) Tribe and assisting Morris on this project; writing a summary of the project, which expires Dec. 2006. 

- The Board reviewed the Financial Report for March. Seth Milhorn moved to accept the financial report as presented; Mike Schlepp seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

Agency Reports:

Mark Addy (District Conservationist, NRCS)

- Addy stated that he and Kathy Morris attended the Division I Spring meeting in

 Bonners Ferry on March 27, 2006.  Addy presented a PowerPoint presentation, called “Lake Erosion, Protection or Not?” Addy also presented this presentation at tonight’s Board meeting. The presentation showed different designs used to protect stream/riverbank stabilization.

- Addy stated he presently has no help with the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) program. Addy is asking for additional help. He stated the budget is tight now and he feels the Farm Bill presently is most important.

Rebecca Stevens – Environmental Specialist, Coeur d’Alene Tribe

- Addy asked if there was any more money to pay the tribe for the Lake Stewardship Outreach Program. Stevens said the tribe has exhausted their grant money because the GIS (Geographic Information System) is expensive. Stevens reassured the board, district money is going toward map production.

- Schlepp asked if there were too many drafts and if there were any more changes to the map such as, land management boundaries. Stevens stated that if there were any more GIS changes needed, the Coeur d’Alene Tribe would be responsible for payment and Stevens will make sure the district does not get short-changed. Since there is new administration in the district, the new administrator will need more explanation on this program. Stevens said she would be available to help.

- Stevens stated she will attend the Coeur d’Alene Earth Day on April 22, 2006 with Kathy Morris. Stevens will assist Morris in showing and using the ‘Enviroscape,’ watershed model at this event. Chairman Fredericks thanked Stevens for her willingness to help the district with this event.

- Stevens stated the public notification for review of the District Annual Resource Conservation Plan was sent to the Coeur d’Alene Press for inclusion, informing the public of the meeting held at tonight’s Board meeting. Stevens stated the Annual Plan format is a new design and the plan is due to Kathie Shea, Program Coordinator, ID Soil Conservation Commission, by May 5, 2006. There was concern by members of the board whether this plan is set in stone and Stevens said ‘no.’ Addy commented that the plan informs the public and the county commissioners what the district is all about. 

- The Board reviewed the Annual Plan. Mike Schlepp moved to accept the Plan, as presented. Chuck Jackson seconded the motion. Motion Carried
Other Business

- Kootenai-Shoshone County Commissioners Meeting - Chairman Fredericks, Mary Addy and Kathy Morris tentatively plan to meet with the commissioners at the end of April to present the Annual Conservation Business Work Plan, District Budget Request and Letters of Intent.

- 2006 Tree Sales - is finalized. Kathy Dingman, Program Assistant, Panhandle Lakes, RC & D, organized the program. KSSWCD sold 75, 000 trees. There was an over-supply of about 1,000 trees and Dingman is organizing the sales of the extra trees. Dingman also stated changes for 2007 tree sales will involve shortening the hours of tree pick-up times. Dingman said accommodations will be made for those who cannot come the scheduled times. The Board asked Kathy Morris to work on recognition for Kim Golden, NRCS, Program Coordinator RC & D, and Kathy Dingman who both organized this sale.

- Mileage per Diem request was submitted by Rene Riddle, BSWD for $62.30 for training assistance for Kathy Morris. 

-The Board reviewed this request. Approved for Riddle by Mike Schlepp and seconded by Seth Milhorn. Motion Carried
- Kathy’s 'Kalendar' – Kathy Morris will include a monthly calendar in each board members folder each month stating when salary paydays are, to help coordinate check and payroll signing. The calendar will also show any events, training Morris will be attending.

- District cell phone – Morris stated presently the district is paying $5-8/ per month for the district cell phone, if lost or stolen. Presently, the district has no monthly plan for usage. If the phone is used, the district is charged $.028/min. Frank suggested Morris research other wireless plans and bring her research to the next board meeting. If the Board decides to keep the cell phone, a new ‘corporate liability authorization form,’ will need to be filled out and faxed toVerizon, stating names on the contract for usage.

- Technical Leadership Group - (TLG) meeting attendance – Mark Addy stated that the TLG group said there is presently no representation at their meetings from the KSSWCD. Addy stated he is unable to attend now.  Schlepp stated that he is still on TLG, but due to little action of TLG, his involvement is minimal. Chairman Fredericks said that it would be more appropriate for a supervisor to attend because Fredericks felt it was too soon for the new district administrator to be expected to plug into the TLG.

- Forestry Contest, Sandpoint; May 11, 2006 – Fredericks suggested Kathy Morris attend and bring her business cards since it would be a good time for her to network.
- Pacific Regional NACD Conference, Boise, June 10-14, 2006 – Mark Addy mentioned this was a meeting mainly for Board members. Fredericks asked if any board member would like to attend since Fredericks felt it was again too soon for the new district administrator to attend.
- Hauser Lake Coalition  - Chairman Fredericks read a letter sent from the Coalition thanking Rebecca Stevens for all her help. 
With no further business, Schlepp moved to adjourn at 8:15 pm. Seth Milhorn seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Actions Items
· Approved March 2006 minutes

· Approved March 2006 Financial report 

· Approval of the KSSWCD Annual Plan

      -    Approval of per diem request for Rene Riddle

· Adjournment

Next Board Meeting: Wed., May 10, 2006; 6 PM

Respectfully Submitted by:  Kathy Morris - District Administrator, KSSWCD
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