Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

District Board Meeting April 13, 2005 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks-Chairman

                                     Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman




 Mike Schlepp-Sec/Treasurer

Lori Frank- Supervisor 




 Seth Millhorn-Supervisor

Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Wanda McLean-Associate



Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Mark Addy-NRCS/ D.C.

Bob Flagor- Monarch Research

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:09 pm and Rob welcomed Bob Flagor to the meeting.

Reports: 

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from March and Chuck noticed that it was not indicated behind Gale Akers’ name that he is Vice-Chairman.  Rebecca will make the change.   Lori asked if the minutes that they receive prior to the meeting are the same they are presented with at the meeting, Rebecca said yes and if she ever makes changes then she will notify the Board. Gale moved to approve the minutes with the Vice-Chairman title edition; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

-The Board reviewed the financial report from March, Gale moved to approve the financial report; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried. 

 Mark Addy (NRCS)- Mark reported on behalf of Mark Hogen (SCC) explaining the current status of Windy Hills Farm WQPA contract # 01-16.  Hogen did a site visit with Paul Stearns and Paul decided to not complete the 3 planned grassed waterways therefore he signed the contract as finalized and Hogen amended the contract.  The NRCS provides technical assistance therefore they need to sign off on any contract.  It was noted that 1 of the gullies still needs to be repaired therefore; Addy could not sign off on the contract as being finalized.  At this point it is up to the District whether they want to sign off on the finalized contract.  Lori asked if Paul had completed and received payment for all other contract items and he had.  Rob asked if the intended project money can be spent within the Lake Creek watershed and Addy reported that Biff Burleigh had told Hogen that it was most likely.  After some more discussion, Chuck moved to have the District sign off on the contract finalizing it; Lori seconded the motion, Motion Carried.  Chairman Fredericks signed off on the contract.


Addy then reported to the Board that he and Hogen were looking into ways to utilize those previously allocated WQPA funds as match to the Millhorns EQIP contract.  The contract is not completely written yet but, thus far it includes several drop structures, some grassed waterways, and at least 25 gully plugs.  WQPA funds (state) cannot be merged with federal dollars, however they can be used as match.  The ability to utilize the match would increase the cost-share rate that is currently set at 50%.  Lori moved to allow the transfer of WQPA funds to Millhorns EQIP contract not to exceed 90% cost-share; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.


Addy continued his report in updating the Board on the status of the Labore’ WRP contract on the Northeast side of Hauser Lake.  The plan calls for 3 ponds (not to exceed 5’ deep) and nesting areas, log placement, bat boxes, upland wildlife habitat management and wetland restoration.  Approximately 70 thousand yards of organic rich (peat moss) topsoil will be removed and Idaho State Fish and Game will be planting all of the proposed woody vegetation.  Work is to commence around June 15th and will take place over the next couple of years. Chairman Fredericks signed the contract.


Addy reported that there has been no notification as to the next years CSP (Conservation Security Program) watersheds that will be selected.  Currently, the closest watershed to our District that was selected for 2005 is the Kootenai/Moyie watershed in Boundary County.  There was some discussion regarding CSP requirements for nutrient management plans and Mark reported that they would follow National standards.  Addy told the Board that if new CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) applicants have too many noxious weeds then the NRCS would not finalize the contracts. 

 Lastly, Mark told the Board that he feels the Technical Leadership Group (TLG) that gives (is supposed to give) technical advise to the Coeur d’Alene Basin Environmental Improvement Project Commission (BEIPC) is counter productive and the agencies are having difficulty working with the Counties. Rebecca interjected and stated that she agrees and if it weren’t for the Clean Water Act contract for Lake education/outreach she would not be as active with the TLG.

Annual Report: The Board reviewed the Annual report for FY05 up to this point and gave Rebecca the go-ahead to use it when presenting budget requests to the County Commissioners.

Bob Flagor (Monarch Research)-Bob presented a proposal to conduct an inventory of the erosion bank pins that were placed in Boundary, Bonner, Benewah, Kootenai, and Shoshone Counties.  The Board reviewed the proposal and the following tasks as presented: 1) Re-visit previously placed bank pins 2) Install new pins were old ones were lost to: erosion, livestock, and vandalism. Install new pins where applicable 3) Conduct sieve analysis on soils at each site to correlate between soil types and rate of erosion 4) GPS and digitally photograph each site 5) Generate report and assist KSSWCD District Administrator in producing a PowerPoint presentation.  Chuck moved to approve the proposal and have Monarch Research sign a contract with KSSWCD to start the work, Gale seconded, Motion Carried.  Bob and Rebecca will work out the last details and will meet next Monday to sign the contract.

Other Business:

· Rebecca asked if the District would be interested in having her pursue additional Clean Water Act money in order to extend the Education/Outreach contract.  She reported that $30K was already allocated to this effort and was supposed to be utilized by IDEQ.  It was not used therefore, Rebecca suggested going for it.  There was an overall consensus to have Rebecca pursue the additional funding and extending the contract.  

· Rebecca reported to the Board about the low supervisor turnout at the Division I Spring IASCD meeting in Bonner County.  Rebecca explained to everyone at the meeting that due to all of her Supervisors working (putting conservation on the ground) none of him or her were able to attend.  Rebecca asked the KSSWCD Board if they had any suggestions on how to plan for the meetings so we can have a better Supervisor turnout.  (It was noted that Rebecca was unaware of the fact that all Supervisors are asked to attend, she just found that out.)  Rob suggested holding one meeting/yr in the off- farming season and try to have a guest speaker present an issue that pertains to northern Idaho.

· Rebecca asked if the District could pay Josh Erk for cleaning up the Districts’ old computer, the Board agreed that $50 would be suitable.

At this point in the meeting the Supervisors worked on the Annual update to the 5-year plan spreadsheets, no minutes were taken due to the fact that Rebecca was typing in the updates.

With no further business, Lori moved to adjourn at 9:30pm; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Actions Items-



-Approved March Minutes

-Approved March financial report

-Approved to sign off on Windy Hills WQPA contract

-Approved the transfer WQPA funds to assist with Millhorn EQIP

-Approved bank pin proposal submitted by Bob Flagor

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Admin. KSSWCD

