Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Draft Minutes

Date March 9, 2011
District Board Meeting, 9:00 am
Present






Absent 





Fran Hughes, Chairman




Al Harrison, Secretary/Treasurer

Ed Pommerening, Vice-Chairman





Sandy Schlepp, Supervisor 

Doug Wall, Supervisor

Bud Vanderbilt, Supervisor

David Fortier, Supervisor 

Craig Nelson, employee

Mark Addy, NRCS


Mark Hogen, ISWCC

Vince Rinaldi, Shoshone County Commissioner

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fran Hughes at 9:00 am.

MINUTES:  February 9, 2010 Board Meeting: Sandy Schlepp motioned to approve the minutes.  Ed Pommerening seconded.  Motion carried.  
FINANCIAL REPORT:  The transaction list for February 2011, Balance Sheet, and Profit and Loss Report were presented.  Sandy Schlepp commented on the accrued sick and vacation pay on the Balance Sheet.  Craig Nelson responded that this was set-up in his original employment account in QuickBooks, but his current temporary status would not accrue these benefits.  Craig Nelson stated that the accrued amount in QuickBooks is not owed to him, and will change the employee status and delete those hours.  Sandy Schlepp motioned to approve the financial report with the amendment to remove the accrued hours for vacation and sick under Craig Nelson’s employee account in QuickBooks.  Ed Pommerening seconded.  Motion carried.  

PAYMENT OF BILLS:  David Fortier motioned to approve the presented bill from Panhandle Lakes RC&D, invoice 5, for tree seedlings.  Sandy Schlepp seconded.  Motion carried.  

AGENCY REPORTS:

Idaho Soil and Water Conservation Commission:  Mark Hogen updated the District on the projects that were completed on the North Fork of the Coeur d’Alene River after a couple of high-water events.  After a site visit, the rock barb structures look fine, but additional plantings may be needed in the future.  Bill Dansart will be completing a monitoring plan for these projects.  There is other interest from landowners for additional projects in the area.  The District’s five-year plan was submitted and was reviewed by the Commission.  Mark Hogen also explained the changes to the Commission’s budget for this coming year.  A Committee is currently working on the Commission’s Strategic Plan.  The Division I WQPA (Water Quality Program for Agriculture) extension was approved and discussed.  Mark Hogen handed out a visual graphic of the WQPA Program dollars by year.  The future of WQPA and its promotion, relating to potential projects, was discussed.

Natural Resources Conservation Service:  Mark Addy explained the WQPA/EQIP relationship and the graphic Mark Hogen handed out.  The fuel containment project deadline is coming up and currently there are no participants.  CRP sign-up is open currently with a smaller program this year.  All the EQIP sign-ups were funded this year.  RC&D is going through a tough time and may not be funded.  Mark Addy presented the riverbank protection for the Medimont area, near the proposed boat launch, as a project proposal for the IDEQ (Idaho Department of Environmental Quality) 319 Grant.  Sandy Schlepp motioned to proceed with the Lower Coeur d’Alene Riverbank Protection project proposal.  Bud Vanderbilt seconded.  Motion carried.  Mark Addy announced his retirement from Natural Resources Conservation Service on April 1st.   

NEW BUSINESS:

Tree Seedling Purchase for area schools:  The District has provided tree seedling in the past to the Post Falls urban forester during activities with 5th graders.  Four to five hundred Ponderosa Pine were provided.  A forestry activity day is planned for Canyon School and would be an additional two to three hundred trees (2 per child).  These species would be Western Larch and Western White Pine.  The tree seedlings would be purchased at the wholesale price from RC&D.  Ed Pommerening motioned to purchase the tree seedlings for the children.  Bud Vanderbilt seconded.  Motion carried.  Sandy Schlepp is planning the forestry field day with the Canyon School children.

OLD BUSINESS:

MOU with Spokane County Conservation District:  Attorney General reviewed and approved the MOU.

Mica Creek update:  Mark Hogen and Craig Nelson met with IDEQ individuals about the match contribution to this project.  A water sampling station was discussed during the meeting and would need the landowner’s permission.  

Hauser Lake rinse station update:  Craig Nelson met with Jonell DesMarais to review the past forms and discuss the partnership for this coming year.  The Board discussed the District’s responsibilities and that they would prefer to provide payroll with withholdings, instead of contracting.  The administrative time was discussed as part of the partnership.

Rose Lake culvert update:  David Fortier gave an update on the Rose Lake culvert progress.  Terry Harwood came up with funding to replace the gate.  The maintenance and operation agreement may take some time.  

Division I spring meeting:  March 17th.  Mark Addy will be driving the van and car pool up to Ponderay.  Meet at the office at 8:15 am.

Fran Hughes asked Ed Pommerening to be the Forestry representative for the District Board.  Ed Pommerening accepted.   

Citizen Comment
No comment.

