Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date February 10, 2010
District Board Meeting, 12:00 Noon
Present







Absent 

Jody Bieze, Chairman








Fran Hughes, Vice Chairman



Joy Cassidy, Secretary/Treasurer






Gordon Sanders, Supervisor






Isaac Henry, Supervisor 

John Burton, Supervisor

Ed Pommerening, Supervisor

Mark Addy–District Conservationist, NRCS

Mark Hogan – Conservationist, SCC

Craig Nelson, KSSWCD

Ryan Urie, [Graduate Student] University of Idaho

Sandra Lee Pinel, PhD., AICP [Asst. Professor/University of Idaho] Sustainable Communities   
and Bioregional Planning

Meeting called to order by Chairman Jody Bieze at 12:05 PM

January Minutes: John Burton abstained from approving the minutes since he did not attend the January board meeting. Fran Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes. Joy Cassidy seconded the motion. Motion carried.
AGENCY REPORTS

Mark Addy, NRCS
Mark Addy shared with the board that DEQ has grant money available for landowners who may wish to replace and/or install petroleum underground storage tank systems.  Joy Cassidy made a motion for the District to partner with NRCS to address a fuel tank containment prototype. Fran Hughes seconded the motion. Motion carried. Jody Bieze will be on point to work with NRCS regarding the application submission.
Mark Hogan, Idaho Conservation Commission
Mark Hogan provided a summary overview of the SCC’s budget presentation. Overall, the budget was reduced [cut] from $3.9M to $1.3M and the staff was reduced from 24 to 7.
Insurance

At the February 9, 2010 Soil Conservation Commission (SCC) meeting, the Commissioners moved to cancel the existing district liability policies due to insufficient coverage limits and high deductibles. The Idaho Counties Risk Management Program (ICRMP) insurance policy was recommended as an alternative for a low-cost, comprehensive liability policy meeting all the requirements for Idaho Code. 

Financial Report
1099s

John Burton asked if all matters regarding 1099s be reviewed from 2005 through 2010. John Burton made a motion that Jody Bieze review and confirm all 1099s be placed/accounted for in the files. Joy Cassidy seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Reconciliation Report

Craig provided the board with an overview of the financials together with a summary of the District’s banking account.

Craig Nelson–Lake A-Syst-Program
In 2008, the District launched an outreach program [Lake-A-Syst] for Hauser Lake. ~$1,500 remains in the budget. Hauser Lake requested that the money be spent on a final direct mail campaign.

Ryan Urie–Master Project [Land Use Suitability Analysis Model

Land-use analysis is a method for identifying the most suitable uses for different types of land – i.e. putting the right things in the right places.  It uses a Geographic Information System (GIS) to combine factual geographic information with community values to calculate the desirability of different land for uses ranging from development to agriculture to wildlife habitat and water quality. 

The basic process of land-use analysis is to first choose a land use suitability goal (e.g. conservation areas, prime agriculture, etc…).  Next, criteria are selected by knowledgeable stakeholders and weighted to define the components of the goal.  Relevant spatial data is then gathered, processed, and used to evaluate the quality of each criterion across the landscape.  Finally, these weighted criteria are combined to calculate and display the overall suitability of each point across the landscape for meeting the land-use goal. 

Land-use decisions are very value-laden and not amenable to a strict objective analysis.  The Land-Use Conflict Identification Strategy (LUCIS) described here is a land-use analysis model that is based on factual data, but which also explicitly incorporates the biases of various stakeholder groups in order to address potential conflicts up front. 

Craig Nelson–North Fork Project
Craig will provide conservation plans for the board to review next month. Additionally, he will focus 100% of his time to the North Fork project during February and March and therefore not in the District office.

Craig Nelson–Watershed Project Proposal

The Forest Service, KSSWCD, and DEQ discussed a potential partnership to address the Beaver Creek Watershed. This project will be a separate project from the North Fork project. The primary issues are the significant erosion in the area and the heavy metals content in the stream. Approval of the project will be made by February 18, 2010.
Craig Nelson–Seedling Program Update
Delivery of the trees will take place the 8th or 9th of April. Craig Nelson, Jody Bieze, and Mark Hogen will assist in the distribution of the tree orders. Fran Hughes and Ed Pommerening discussed the opportunity to advance this program in the future.

Craig Nelson–State Assessment of Forest Resources

Since October 2008, the Idaho Department of Lands has been working with partner agencies and groups to develop a State Assessment of Forest Resources. Its purpose is to ensure that federal and state resources are focused on landscape areas with the greatest opportunity to address shared priorities and achieve measurable outcomes. In June 2009, Idaho completed our State Assessment of Forest Resources (SAFR). 

Currently, utilizing information compiled in the Assessment, a State Forest Resource Strategy is being developed. The Resource Strategy will identify approaches for management, conservation, protection and enhancement of forest resources in the priority landscapes.  Idaho Department of Lands requested the District provide input. Jody Bieze, Craig Nelson, and Ed Pommerening provided input to Mary Fritz. Please note: This is a multi-phased project.

District Administrator [Open] Position

The job has been posted on the District’s website, the Soil Conservation Commission’s website, IASCD, Idaho [Kootenai County] Job Service site. Fran provided copies of the posted job description. The applications will be accepted until March 1, 2010.

Miscellaneous Discussion

Idaho Association of Soil & Conservation District: $1,000.00 distribution to the Districts

Attorney General Office: Severance Package/Bonus Distributions.

Citizen Comment 

None offered.

Joy Cassidy made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Fran Hughes seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted by Jody Bieze, Chairman of the KSSWCD Board of Supervisors

