Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

February 14, 2007
District Board Meeting , 6:00 pm
Present- 





Absent- (Board members)



John Burton – Supervisor 



Mike Schlepp-Secretary/Treasurer

Lori Frank – Supervisor 

Isaac Henry – Supervisor

Seth Millhorn – Supervisor 

Jan Olsen – Supervisor 

Mark Addy – District Conservationist NRCS  

Bob Flagor – District Administrator

 

Bob Tribelhorn – Area Conservationist NRCS

John Wallis – Hauser Lake Watershed Coalition

Meeting called to order by Administrator Flagor at 6:15 pm because there were no officers present.

ELECTIONS

Millhorn moved and Burton seconded the nomination of Schlepp as chairman. Henry moved to nominate Millhorn as chairman, but no second was recorded when Millhorn respectfully declined the nomination. No further nominations forthcoming, Schlepp was elected unanimously.

Olsen moved and Henry seconded the nomination of Millhorn as vice-chairman. No further nominations forthcoming, Millhorn was elected unanimously.

Burton moved and Frank seconded the nomination of Henry as secretary-treasurer. No further nominations forthcoming, Henry was elected unanimously.

PRIOR MINUTES

The December minutes were reviewed, as there were no minutes from January. Burton questioned the result of the suggestion by Frank to retire to executive session during the discussion of the Hauser Lake*A*Syst proposal. Frank moved and Olsen seconded the motion to accept the minutes as amended to reflect that the question to retire to executive session was a suggestion, not a motion, and the board did not exercise executive privacy. A brief discussed followed on the use, legality, and propriety of executive sessions, with agreement that in the spirit of transparency, that discussion should be public as possible. Motion passed.
FINANCIAL REPORT

Frank moved and Henry seconded the motion to approve the December-January financial report as presented. Motion carried.
LAKE*A*SYST PROPOSAL

John Wallis presented a final draft of the Hauser Lake*A*Syst grant proposal with a brief explanation of the background, purpose, and scope of work. John also gave a fully detailed explanation of the budget. Burton moved and Frank seconded a motion to endorse the project, send it to Lance Holloway for final revision and funding, and to participate in the implementation of the project if it is approved and funded. Motion carried.
CELL PHONE ACCOUNT

The District has received a bill from Verizon for the last two months for cell phones that we don’t use. Flagor suggested that we cancel the account since we don’t use them. Without motion, the board agreed that Flagor should take the necessary steps to cancel the account.
FY09 ISCC BUDGET REQUEST AND FY08 COUNTY BUDGET REQUEST

Flagor reminded the board that the FY09 ISCC budget request is due May 4. The FY08 Kootenai and Shoshone County budget requests also need to be prepared soon in order to present the requests to the County Commissioners. The board directed Flagor to prepare the necessary documents for board consideration at the next meeting.
FY07 ISCC ALLOCATION

Flagor provided the board with a letter from Kathie Shea informing the board that the state is only able to provide 60.5% of the state match, and that the insurance premium has risen. A brief discussion followed with no action taken.
FY08 WORKPLAN

Flagor informed the Board that the FY08 workplan is due May 4. The Board directed Flagor to provide members with the previous workplan with analysis and recommendations to review at the next meeting.
DEQ-BEIPC MAP CONTRACT EXTENSION

Flagor provided the Board with a copy of the contract extension for Lake Coeur d’Alene maps. Terry Harwood had contacted the District earlier requesting the District to print an additional 3000 maps, since the first printing had been so successfully received by the community. Some discussion centered around how many maps were stored available for distribution, and if this was an appropriate use of Basin Commission money. At this time, the District has less than 400 maps, and no knowledge if the Basin Commission or Tribe has any maps in inventory. Henry moved and Olsen seconded a motion to renew the contract with the Basin Commission and engage in printing the maps. Motion carried.
DEQ MICA CREEK CONTRACT

Flagor provided the Board with a draft copy of the contract agreement for the Mica Creek bank stabilization project. The Board members will review the draft at their convenience for discussion at the next meeting.
MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT

Flagor informed the Board that the money market account is yielding 0.3% and that Rene has provided information on a Local Government Investment Pool that yields 4.7885% for the Boundary SWCD. The Board directed Flagor to compile all pertinent information so the Board can make an informed decision at the next meeting.
NATURAL RESOURCES WORKSHOP

Flagor informed the Board that the Coeur d’Alene Chamber of Commerce Natural Resources Committee is planning an “Open Space” public forum, probably in early May. The Board desires regular updates on progress.

FSA OFFICE CLOSING

Flagor informed the Board that the FSA state office is considering or planning to close the Coeur d’Alene field office and combining operations with the Plummer office. Producers in Kootenai County would have the option of having their files transferred to either Plummer or Spokane. The Board expressed serious concern with this plan. The Board asked Flagor how that would affect District and NRCS operations in the Coeur d’Alene office. Flagor pointed out a number of immediate and long-term effects we would expect to experience with the loss of FSA support. The Board direct Flagor to draft a letter to FSA expressing those concerns and distribute them to Board members as soon as possible so that a formal response could be sent to FSA immediately.
Reports: 

Mark Addy (D.C. NRCS)

Addy reported:

· 14 CRP conservation plans signed and 10 EQIP enrollments

· An update to the EQIP/WQPA cost-share agreement. The cost list needed to be updated for contracts developed in 2007, where “actual cost-share of WQPA may vary to meet a total of 90% (or 75%, as appropriate) of actual cost with both EQIP and WQPA,” due to EQIP having fixed numbers that are not always reflective of the true costs of installation of practices. This assures contract holders that they will be receiving the 90% or 75% for those practices contracted.

· NRCS will meet with the elk ranch owner in the Fighting Creek area. DEQ referred the rancher to NRCS for assistance to remedy some environmental problems on the ranch.

Addy provided the Board with text of the MOU for NRCS, KSSWCD, and State if Idaho, and highlighted salient points. He also included text of nondiscrimination provisions of USDA and a complete acronym list.

Bob Flagor (D.A. KSSWCD)

Flagor provided the Board with a written calendar of activities for the past month, activities of interest for the next month, and a timesheet reflecting District activities and ACES activities. Items not covered during regular business discussion were pointed out. Flagor has a conflict with the May 9 board meeting, which will be moved one week to May 16.

Seth Millhorn (Vice-chairman, KSSWCD)

Millhorn briefly reported on the carbon sequestration meeting hosted by RC&D. Most important was the point that new stands of timber will qualify for carbon credits.

With no further business, Frank moved to adjourn at 10:00 p.m., Olsen seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Respectfully Submitted by: Bob Flagor - District Administrator KSSWCD

Motions Carried:

1. Elected Mike Schlepp to the chairman position.

2. Elected Seth Millhorn to the vice-chairman position.

3. Elected Isaac Henry to the secretary-chairman position.

4. Approved the December 2006 minutes as mailed with corrections.

5. Approved the December 2006 and January 2007 financial reports.

6.  Support Lake*A*Syst grant proposal and forward to Lance Holloway

7. Approved map printing contract with Basin Commission.

8. Adjourn at 10:00 p.m.

