Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

District Board Meeting February 8, 6:00 pm
Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks-Chairman

                                     Mike Schlepp-Sec/Treasurer

Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman




 Seth Millhorn-Supervisor

Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Lori Frank- Supervisor 

Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Mark Addy-District Conservationist NRCS

Mark Hogen- SCC

 

Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:15 pm.

Reports: 

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from January, Lori asked if the minutes presented were the same that were mailed out, Rebecca pointed out one small change under the Panhandle Lakes Resource Conservation & Development (PLRC&D) report stating that the PLRC&D was looking into becoming an affiliate (not a regular) member of the Inland Empire Cooperative Tree Improvement Area.  Lori moved to approve the minutes as presented; Gale seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

-The Board reviewed the financial report for January, Gale moved to accept the financial report as presented; Chuck seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

Mark Addy (D.C. NRCS)

- Mark reported that the Bush Administration announced the 2006 Conservation Security Program (CSP) sign-up period is 2/13-3/31/06.  The budget is lower this year and the watersheds’ that have been chosen in Idaho are the Lower-Bear River Malad.  Mark also announced the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) sign-ups, which will be March 27-April 14, 2006.  Those cooperators that have current contracts that are to expire in 2007 will be given the option to re-enroll for another 10years.  The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will charge those producers re-enrolling a cost of $1/ acre and $45/ contract application.  The NRCS will most likely obtain a Technical Service Provider (TSP) and conduct site visit assistance. There will be a ‘No Weed’ policy however; the grace period as to when CRP contract holders will have to eradicate their weeds is still unknown at this time.

-Mark then presented to the Board the IASCD Division I Implementation Project that he, Mark Hogen, and Biff Burleigh from the SCC have been working on.  The project would combine Water Quality Program for Agriculture (WQPA-SCC) and the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP-NRCS) to accelerate agricultural water quality treatment of TMDL watersheds and enhance Threatened Bull Trout habitat.  The priority areas would cover all 11 Hydrologic Units (HUC’s) within Division I that have streams listed on the 303-d list or are identified in Agricultural Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation plans.  

Participant conservation plans and contracts will by developed by the local NRCS/Commission/IASCD field offices and, the corresponding SWCDs to those offices will administer the WQPA portion of the projects, provide review and approval of contract logistics, and be eligible for 10% administration fee of the total WQPA BMP cost. This joint effort would increase the % of cost-share to a maximum of 90% and would enable agricultural BMPs to get on the ground in North Idaho.  The Board was in favor of this program and feels it will benefit the area greatly.

-Addy then reported to the Board that the Idaho NRCS will not be filling his request for a Soil Conservationist after Lindsay Obray transfers to Driggs, ID (2/13/06.)  He notified the Board that given the workload that the staff has undergone and plans to maintain, NRCS contracting, planning, and field site visit capability will decrease.  The Board discussed the ironic nature of this due to a recent visit by the Area Conservationist requesting District assistance in “stirring up” more work.  The District has and will continue to promote NRCS programs in hopes that landowners will receive the assistance they need to fulfill their contracts.  Chairman Fredericks plans to write a letter to State Conservationist Rich Sims on this matter.

Rebecca Stevens –(KSSWCD)
-Rebecca asked the Board if they had an opportunity to review the new Draft NRCS Practice Standards that she emailed to the Board 1 ½ weeks prior to provide comments on.  She reported to the Board that she reviewed them and didn’t see anything that stood out as a concern or unworthy practice.  Addy clarified one item on the Residue & Tillage Management-No Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed practice standard in that it applies to annual crops but not perennial crops.

Mark Hogen (SCC)

-Mark asked if the Board had any concerns or questions regarding the North Fork of the CDA River TMDL Agricultural Implementation Plan that Rebecca handed out at the last meeting.  The Board provided comment in that they enjoyed the funding source portion and feel that it would be quite helpful during implementation.  Mark reported that he would continue to provide IDEQ with Agricultural Implementation plan assistance.

Other Business:

-Rebecca presented to the Board the Mica/Kidd Creek 319 report on the overhead screen and informed them that the contract had expired and there was still a remaining $5,258.73 that is available for on the ground work.  The DEQ still has the 10% administration that they said would be available to the District after the project was complete.  Rebecca reported that she had tried to invoice for the administration funding throughout the life of the project but DEQ would not honor it.  She will look into this matter further and report to the Board.  Rebecca then asked for some ideas as to what we can do in the Mica/Kidd drainages to complete the project and Rob suggested helping the landowner with the 3.7 acre pond with a permanent exclusion fence and some more tree/wetland planting assistance.  Rebecca will continue to work with Mark Hogen in completing this project.

-Rebecca handed out the IASCD conference surveys and asked the Board if they would like to provide feedback.  Rebecca and Chuck each filled out a survey and Rebecca will send them in.

-The Board read over the Legislative Liaison letter from the IASCD and discussion followed.  It was suggested that the KSSWCD invite Senators and Representatives that reside in our District to Board meetings or the annual meetings that the KSSWCD has with the County Commissioners.  Rebecca suggested that the Board send the District employee with a display board to Legislative Display Days at the State Capital every other year.  It was also suggested to invite them to our Division I meetings like Benewah did at the October 28, 2005 meeting in St.Maries.

-The Board reviewed the letter from Bonner SWCD that Chairman Collins wrote to Governor Kempthorne nominating Dale Van Stone to the appointment of Soil Conservation Commission Board member.  There are currently 2 positions vacant and there is no representation from North Idaho.  It was an overall consensus to have Chairman Fredericks write a letter of support and send it directly to the Governors office.

-Rebecca asked if any Supervisors would be available to attend the Division I Spring meeting to be held March 9, 2005 in Bonners Ferry.  There was no agenda at this time however; the Board will make a decision at the March 8th KSSWCD Board meeting.

With no further business, Gale moved to adjourn at 8:00pm, Chuck seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Actions Items-

-Approved January minutes

-Approved January financial report

            -Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Administrator KSSWCD

