Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship”

Minutes

District Board Meeting February 9, 2005 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks- Vice-Chairman

                        Mike Schlepp-Treasurer/Sec.

Bill Hudson-Supervisor




Gale Akers-Supervisor

Lori Frank- Supervisor 

Seth Millhorn-Supervisor

Chuck Jackson-Supervisor



Mark Addy- D.C. NRCS

Mark Hogen- SCC

Kim Golden-RC&D Coordinator

Bob Flagor-Guest

Christy Mastin- SCC

Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:05 pm

Guests-

Chairman Fredericks welcomed Christy Mastin from the Soil Conservation Commission; she traveled up from Boise to present the Resource Conservation and Development Program (RCRDP).  Rob also welcomed Kim Golden- RC&D Coordinator and Bob Flagor.

Reports: 

Minutes: As the Board reviewed the minutes from January; Lori asked if the District had strong relations with the County Commissioners.  Rebecca stated that in the past the only time the Commissioners were ever made aware of what the District had been up to was at the annual budget request meeting.  Rebecca then stated that she has been in meetings with Commissioner Currie and Johnson and she hopes that the Districts relations can be strengthened after this years’ budget request for FY07.  Chuck stated that he and Bob spoke with the County Commissioners at the Annual Boy Scouts O’Rama at the Fair grounds. Chuck moved to accept the minutes from January; Seth seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Christy Mastin (SCC): Christy introduced herself as the new Loan Officer for the Soil Conservation Commission (SCC).  She manages the Resource Conservation & Rangeland Development loan program (RCRDP), which provides financial assistance for the implementation of resource management projects.  Projects include: 1) Conservation of soil and water resources 2) Improvement of riparian areas 3) Implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL’S) 4) Improvement of fish and wildlife habitat and 5) Increase productivity of croplands, pasture, rangeland, and woodlands. Loan amounts cannot exceed $100,000, and the following are the interest rates as they apply:

· 3% for term up to 5 years

· 4% for term up to 10 years

· 5% for terms up to 15 years

· No Loan fees

· Title insurance, appraisal and recording are customer responsibility

The District can assist landowners in introducing the RCRDP and getting the landowner/cooperator in touch with Christy.  The District can assist in the application process in the following ways: research erosion rates; investigate TMDL as well as 303-d status, and any other resource conservation practice rankings.  The KSSWCD shall not assist in any financial portion of the application; Christy can help them with that.  Applications are available online at: www.scc.state.id.us and Christy will also get application packets to Rebecca to display in the office.  Applications are due no later than 2 weeks prior to the next SCC meeting dates of which can be found at the above web site.  RCRDP funds can be used as match to assist in other programs (EQIP, WHIP, etc.)

Christy then went over the State Revolving Fund (SRF), which is funded by the EPA via IDEQ. This loan program is used for offering financial assistance for projects that exceed $500,000 and organizations/cooperators applying must have 501 C-3 statuses.  More information on the SRF is available online for interested applicants.  It was also noted that the Spokane County Conservation District has benefited greatly from the Washington SRF.

Mark Addy (NRCS)- Mark introduced the Idaho One Plan, which is a new avenue producers can take when developing their Conservation Plan.  The producer does the initial conservation plan online at: www.conservation-planner.org, which is then submitted to the corresponding conservation district.  The District then sends the plan to the NRCS where it is entered into the new Toolkit system and NRCS staff follows up with the producer.  Currently, it is set up for typical agricultural land uses however; forestry and other land uses will be added in the future.  


Mark updated the board on some potential assistance in the Hauser watershed by Area Planner John Kendrick.  The KSSWCD will hold off on notifying the Hauser Lake Watershed Coalition until we know for sure when John will be assisting.  

Local Working Group:


Mark summarized his reports by requesting that the group consider having zero on the EQIP Resource ranking sheet equal eligibility for assistance.  Currently it is set up so that rankings can negate each other out.  Seth said he feels it is important that if producers are seeking assistance we should make sure the District supports them.  It was an overall consensus of the group to allow producers to be eligible to participate as long as they do not rank in the negative digits.

Mark Hogen (SCC)- Mark thanked Rebecca for assisting him in contacting Hayden Lake watershed landowners in the follow-up to their SVAP surveys.  They will work together in educating the landowners on recommendations.   Mark is planning on working/conducting SVAP surveys in the Hauser Lake upper watershed with Rebecca this summer.  He will also be working on the Easter Day Ranch, Hauser, and Hayden Lake TMDL implementation plans. 

Financial Report:

Rebecca introduced the financial report in that she will work with Mike (Sec./Treas) on the status of the Erosion Survey account.  Chuck moved to approve the financial report from January, Bill seconded the motion, Motion Carried.   

Other Business:

· Rebecca asked the board if the District would like to have her assist in the Forestry contest and Pend O’Reille Water Festival again.  Lori gave some insight to how important the Forestry Contest is to the high school students that participate.  Students prepare for the contest months in advance and scholarship awards as well as graduation letters are awarded.  It was an overall consensus of the Board to send Rebecca to both educational events as an instructor.

· Rebecca updated the Board that the Display for Legislative Days will be done next week if anyone would like to come in and see it.

· Rebecca also updated the Board on the Bush Administrations FY06 budget that was released.  The budget has proposed to cut the Resource Conservation and Development Program (RC&D) in nearly half nation wide.  Those RC&D’s that have been in existence for more than 20 years have been earmarked to be cut therefore, the Panhandle Lakes RC&D is at risk.  She will issue a letter for support from the District and send it out via email for review.  Chairman Fredericks agreed to stop in and sign them so Rebecca can send them to Senator Craig, Senator Crapo, and Representative Otters’ local and DC offices.

· Seth moved to post-pone voting in a Vice-Chairman until we had a full quorum, Bill seconded the motion, Motion Carried.
With no further business, Lori moved to adjourn at 8:00 pm; Chuck seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Actions Items-

-Approved January Minutes

-Approved January Financial report

-Approved to post-pone voting for Vice Chairman of the Board.

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Admin. KSSWCD

