Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

Date January 13, 2010
District Board Meeting, 12:00 Noon
Present







Absent 

Jody Bieze–Chairman






John Burton



Isaac Henry–Vice Chairman





Ed Pommerening


Joy Cassidy–Secretary/Treasurer






Gordon Sanders – Supervisor






Fran Hughes–Supervisor 

Mark Addy–District Conservationist, NRCS

Mark Hogan – Conservationist, SCC

Craig Nelson, KSSWCD

Meeting called to order by Chairman Jody Bieze at 12:05 PM

December Minutes: Fran Hughes made a motion to approve the minutes. Joy Cassidy seconded the motion. Motion carried.
AGENCY REPORTS

Mark Addy, NRCS
Mark Addy provided a general update to the NRCS programs. NRSC is accepting applications for EQIP. Joy Cassidy asked Mark about past mailings to landowners [Kootenai and Shoshone County] specific to NRCS programs. Mark stated NRCS’s last mailing was three years ago. Joy asked if a 2010 mailing would be appropriate. Mark stated an updated [qualified] list is required prior to future outreach. Joy Cassidy volunteered her time to assist in the development of a qualified mailing list.
Mark Hogan, Idaho Conservation Commission
Mark Hogan spoke with the Soil Conservation Commission [SCC] regarding Idaho Counties Risk Management Program, Underwriters [ICRMP]. Mark provided a handout from the SCC specific to the upcoming proposal presented to the Districts by ICRMP. Jody, Mark, and Craig to hold a conference call w/ Kristin to further understand the District’s insurance policy including liability insurance [errors and omissions].

Mark Hogan provided a summary of the Commission’s staff conference call. This included recent budget cuts from the Governor’s office. The Governor recommended a reorganization of the Commission to include a $1.3M savings to the budget. Previous to the budget cuts, the Commissions budget was $3.9M.

Craig Nelson– North Fork Project Update
As of February 1, Craig will devote his time [February and March] to the North Fork project. Craig’s time to date has been divided between the North Fork project, data entry/correction [QuickBooks], preparing/mailing quarterly tax payments, identifying/mailing 2009 1099s, organizing project files, and the management of the seedling program including payment to the state re: sales/use taxes.

Craig Nelson–Watershed Project Proposal

The Forest Service, KSSWCD, and DEQ discussed a potential partnership to address the Beaver Creek Watershed. This project will be a separate project from the North Fork project. The primary issues are the significant erosion in the area and the heavy metals content in the stream. The details specific to the local role and responsibilities for this project have yet to be defined. Joy Cassidy made a motion for the District to move forward to partner with the Forest Service. Fran Hughes seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Craig Nelson – Seedling Program Update
The program continues to be promoted to those individuals who in the past purchased seedlings. Additionally, an ad was placed in the Nickels Worth. The program continues to be promoted to those individuals who in the past purchased seedlings. Craig identified the parcel layers of landowners along the river and suggested we promote the seedling program to these individuals.

Fran Hughes, Convention Report
Fran Hughes attended the education workshop/training session. Topics included: Idaho’s Open Meeting Law, Idaho’s Public Records Law, and Idaho’s Ethic and Government Manual. Board members should review these documents. Fran Hughes held a workshop to review the documentation.

Fran Hughes provided a draft of the letter to the legislators to be included in the distribution of the District’s accomplishments report.  It was recommended by the Commission that the 51 districts send to their legislators a copy of the district’s accomplishments report. This would provide elected officials with a clear understanding of the value of the investments made by the state and local agencies to the various conservation districts.

District Administrator [Open] Position

Isaac Henry and Fran Hughes identified/certified the roles and responsibilities of the District Administrator–and will provide a final job description for the position. The job will remain posted for a set period of time. The job will be posted on the District’s website, the Soil Conservation Commission’s website, IASCD, Idaho [Kootenai County] Job Service site, and local newspapers.

Financial Report
The board needs to address if the District will continue to use the online version of QuickBooks versus the desktop version. All [quarterly] tax payments have been made with the exception of the sales/use taxes for the seedling program.

1099s

John Burton reviewed the project files. Craig and Jody will focus on sending out 1099s for 2009.

Election of Officers
Fran Hughes nominated Jody Bieze to be Chairman. A nomination for Chairman was called three times. Nomination for Chairman closed.

Isaac Henry nominated Fran Hughes to be Vice-Chairman. A nomination for Vice-Chairman was called three times. Nomination for Vice-Chairman closed.

Joy Cassidy nominated Gordon Sanders to be Secretary/Treasure. Gordon Sanders withdrew his nomination.

Joy Cassidy was nominated to be Secretary/Treasurer. A nomination for Secretary/Treasurer was called three times. Nomination for Secretary/Treasurer was closed.

Fran Hughes provided a “year in review” prior to the final election of officers. Additionally, he spoke to the future of the District and all the commitments yet to be executed.

Jody Bieze declared the nominations closed and she moved to cast a unanimous ballot. Election of Officers stands as follows: Jody Bieze, Chairman; Fran Hughes, Vice-Chairman; Joy Cassidy, Secretary/Treasurers.

Miscellaneous Discussion

Idaho Association of Soil & Conservation District: $1,000.00 distribution to the Districts

Attorney General Office: Severance Package/Bonus Distributions

University of Idaho–Land Use Suitability Analysis in Kootenai County

District Workshop: Meeting Law/Public Records/Idaho Ethics Law available in the District library. Soil Conservation Commission provided a Supervisor Handbook, which now includes meeting law, public records, and Idaho ethics.

Citizen Comment
None offered.

Joy Cassidy made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Fran Hughes seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted by Jody Bieze, Chairman of the KSSWCD Board of Supervisors

