Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship” 

Minutes

District Board Meeting January 11, 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks-Chairman

                                     Mike Schlepp-Sec/Treasurer

Gale Akers-Vice-Chairman




 Chuck Jackson-Supervisor Seth Millhorn-Supervisor




 Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Lori Frank- Supervisor 

Mark Addy-District Conservationist NRCS

Kim Golden-Panhandle Lakes Resource Conservation & Development (PLRC&D)

Amy Gillis-guest



 

Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Meeting called to order by Chairman Fredericks at 6:10 pm and welcomed Kim Golden and Amy Gillis. 

Reports: 

Minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes from December, Gale moved to approve the minutes as presented; Lori seconded the motion; Motion Carried.  

Financial Report:

-The Board reviewed the financial report for December, Seth moved to accept the financial report as presented; Gale seconded the motion; Motion Carried. 

Mark Addy (D.C. NRCS)

-Mark reported on a recent Farm Bill forum that he attended where Senator Crapo was available to answer questions from the public.  There were concerns from the public regarding the following issues: there are no Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs for Bluegrass production because it is not a commodity crop, fertilizer costs continue to increase, urban sprawl, and the State of Idaho not progressing in the field of Bio-fuels.  Supposedly, a Senator Crapo representative from the Boise area is researching more information on having a Bio-fuel plant in the state of Idaho.

-Mark reported that Area Conservationist Bob Tribelhorn is working with Division I District Conservationists in trying to fulfill the Soil Conservationist position that will become vacant after Lindsay Obray transfers to Driggs, ID.  The D.Cs are in the process of prioritizing workloads so they can see where the possible replacement would work within the division.  

-Addy and Hogen have been working together to strengthen the partnership more by possibly joining programs to do more work on 303-d listed streams, the District was in support and Rebecca will keep them updated on the progress.

-Addy reported that there were 2 Agricultural Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) contracts and 5-6 Forestry related EQIP contracts.  Addy shared that no more watersheds have been selected for the Conservation Security Program (CSP) due to the fact that  there were so many approved sign-ups during the previous sign-ups there isn’t enough funding for new CSP contracts or even some other Farm Bill programs for new producers.  

Rebecca Stevens (reporting on behalf of Mark Hogen-Soil Conservation Commission-SCC)

-Rebecca handed out drafts of the agricultural portion of the North Fork of the Coeur d’Alene River TMDL (total maximum daily load) Implementation Plan that Mark has been working on.  The Board plans to review it and come to the next meeting with any questions/concerns for Mark.
Kim Golden (PLRC&D)

-Kim asked the Board for input/interest regarding the PLRC&D getting involved with a consortium called the Inland Empire Cooperative Tree Improvement Area.  This consortium is made up of area logging and industrial wood product businesses, tribes, other RC&Ds’, etc. and together their goal is to grow and supply themselves with superior trees.  The PLRC&D has been approached to become a member and participate in a larch orchard in British Columbia. Currently, the Clearwater RC&D is a member and they have access to a ponderosa pine orchard near the Pullman Plant Materials Center.  The PLRC&D is seeking input from the Division I Districts to see if they should become an affiliate member.  Overall, the KSSWCD thinks it sounds like a good deal and could benefit the Tree Seedling Program in the future.

-Rebecca asked if any Supervisors would be interested in participating with the PLRC&D Forestry Committee, Lori and Gale showed interest and if they are available to attend the meetings (1-2/ year) then they will.  Rebecca will provide their addresses to Kathy Dingman so they will receive meeting information.

-Kim presented to the Board the idea of growing 10-inch seedlings for the 2007 Tree Program.  There was discussion regarding the demand for larger plugs and it was an overall consensus to look into growing a few thousand of the 10” plugs to assist those customers that order small numbers every year.  Traditionally, larger seedlings have a head start and a higher survival rate.

Action Items:

-Rebecca presented the letter from the State Controller that states the new State mileage rate changing from $.485 down to $.445.  Seth moved to have the District abide by the State mileage rate and the new change, Lori seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Other Business:

-Rebecca entertained any ideas for informing landowners how to preserve their land on the prairie; she will provide them with information on the American Farmland Trust and Inland Northwest Land Trust organizations.

-The Board will review copies of a draft MOU from the Lake Tahoe area and discuss it at the February meeting.

-Rebecca informed the Board about the Water Series workshop she has been working on with the Coeur d’Alene Chamber of Commerce-Natural Resources Committee.  Supervisors had draft agendas in their folders and the tentative date is set for April 21, 2006 at North Idaho College.

With no further business, Seth moved to adjourn at 8:11pm, Gale seconded the motion; Motion Carried.

Actions Items-

-Approved December minutes

-Approved December financial report

-Approved new mileage rate to reflect State of Idaho mileage rate.

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Administrator KSSWCD

