Kootenai-Shoshone Soil and Water Conservation District

7830 Meadowlark Way, Ste. C-1

Coeur d'Alene ID  83815

208.762.4939 x101

“Putting conservation on the ground by promoting stewardship”

Minutes

District Board Meeting January 12, 2005 6:00 pm

Present- 






Absent- (Board members)



Rob Fredericks- Vice-Chairman

                        Chuck Jackson-Supervisor

Mike Schlepp- Supervisor

Gale Akers- Supervisor

Bill Hudson-Supervisor

Lori Frank- Supervisor 

Seth Milhorn-Supervisor



Mark Addy- D.C. NRCS

Lindsay Obray- NRCS

Mark Hogen- SCC

Kim Golden-RC&D Coordinator

Rich Baden and Shallan Dawson- Spokane County Conservation District

Rebecca Stevens- KSSWCD

Guests-

Vice-Chairman Fredericks welcomed Rich Baden and Shallan Dawson from the Spokane County Conservation District (SCCD).  Kim Golden-RC&D Coordinator and Lindsay Obray-NRCS Planner were also welcomed.

Meeting called to order by Vice-Chairman Fredericks at 6:10 pm.  

Reports:  Rich Baden was asked to give his presentation at the beginning of the meeting.  Due to some unforeseen problems, Rebecca could not figure out how to get the new District projector to read Richs’ computer therefore, he had to verbally give his presentation.  Rich started by thanking the Board for letting him come and present.  Rich has been with the SCCD for the last 13 years and has seen the District grow from a 3-person operation to the current staff of 20 employees.  Rich stressed that when Districts are seeking funding it is important to keep Diversity in mind.  “Districts cannot survive on grants alone” was his angle and he stressed the importance in having good working relationships with County Commissioners.  Spokane County has worked with their State Legislatures to get an ordinance passed that would involve a local assessment tax, which goes directly to the Conservation Districts (there are 7 Conservation Districts within WA state that have chosen to recommend their need for a local assessment to their legislatures.)  Rich strongly recommended working with the State Legislature when trying to secure funding for conservation.  The local community (County Commissioners) must approach the State Legislatures in order for this type of ordinance to be passed.

 Rich also suggested to the Board that they get involved with the State Revolving Fund.  The SCCD works with Washington landowners and the Department of Ecology (DOE) in utilizing this revolving fund by offering loans to 80% Point Source projects and 20% Non-Point Source projects.  Loans are offered over a 5-year period and paid back to the DOE over a 15-20 year period.


Another project that the SCCD works with is the Bio-Diesel program, which assists the Direct Seed program.  They actually have a Bio-Diesel Volkswagen Beetle that gets 45 miles/gal that they use as a traveling billboard to promote the research.  SCCD also has new Public Outreach staff and their District is working with the NRCS in updating the Spokane County Soils Survey and hopes to have it all digitized by 2007.  

    Essentially, Rich came to report that Districts can have Memorandums of Agreement across state lines in order to coordinate among watersheds and it would be nice to have the SCCD work more closely with the KSSWCD on projects within similar watersheds. After Rich and Shallan left the board discussed how they thought it was nice that our neighboring Conservation District is doing so well.

Reports con’t:

Minutes: The Board reviewed the minutes from December, Schlepp moved to accept the minutes from December; Bill seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Mark Hogen (SCC): Mark reported that Christy Mastin from the state Soil Conservation Commission office would be attending the February Board meeting to discuss the Resource Conservation and Rangeland Development loan Program. 
Mark Addy (NRCS)- Mark reported that the Statewide Planner John Kendrick will be looking into doing some area wide planning in Hauser Lake to assist with watershed planning over the next 2 years.  Mark also reported that he discussed his sand gravel beach filter (3/4” minus) in the wave action zone with the use of vegetation above with Benewah County Commissioner Jack Buell and he was in support of the design.  Keith Shannon with Harrison Dock Builders said he is willing to pay for such a design on a portion of their shoreline on the Coeur d’Alene River.  As of the January the Schlepps’ have stabilized an entire mile of their riverbank.  Mark summarized his reports by stating that Lindsay is working on CRP’s and EQIP sign up ends Friday January 14th.

Kim Golden (RC&D)- Kim introduced the Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Program to the new Board members.  The RC&D  program is a USDA program administered by NRCS and a local non-profit committee directs them. Kim is the RC&D Coordinator for the 5 Northern Counties.   Sponsors (which help fund the RC&D) consist of all Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Tribes, local citizens, and Noxious Weed Boards.  The RC&D program works with 1) Natural Resource concerns 2) Water management issues 3) Community Development and 4) Environmental Enhancement. Ongoing programs consist of the Annual Tree Seedling Program (which the Districts are all actively involved), 5 Noxious Weed Projects, website development and up-keep by RC&D Program Assistant-Kathy Dingman, Post Falls recreation and urban forestry program, and Grouse Creek Sedimentation problems.  The RC&D can also assist the Districts in implementing their 5-year plans.


The RC&D’s respond to sponsor requests and are funded by council dues, sponsor dues, tree seedling program, and grant administration.

Financial Report:

- As per request by Vice-Chairman Fredericks, Rebecca went over how to read the financial report that QuickBooks generates.  There was some discussion on the low interest that the Money Market account is accruing, Rebecca will check with their financial advisor on alternative savings plans.  Gale moved to approve the financial report from December, Schlepp seconded the motion, Motion Carried.   

Other Business:

· After discussion among the Board as to who would like to fill the positions of Chairman and Secretary/Treasurer, Schlepp moved to nominate Rob Fredericks as Chairman, Lori seconded the motion, Motion Carried.
· After a little more discussion, Lori moved to nominate Mike Schlepp as Secretary/Treasurer, Gale seconded the motion, Motion Carried.  It was decided to discuss and nominate a Vice-Chairman at the February Board meeting.

· Rebecca wanted to know if any of the Board members would like to hold a new position as Project Grant Officer which would entail that Supervisor in signing all grant applications.  Rob will check with Mark Hogen to see what is involved, it was an overall consensus for the time being the Chairman sign any grant applications as the Project Grant Officer.

· Rebecca brought it to the Boards attention that our neighboring Districts are sending Display Boards and Supervisors to Legislative Days in Boise Feb. 22-23rd.  Seth thought it would be a good idea for the KSSWCD to get some more exposure.  Rob suggested that if we did go that it would be a good opportunity to teach the legislatures about our issues up here ie: Aquifer issues, TMDL’s, River/Lake metals issues, and the Exponential Growth that is occurring within our District.  Gale moved to reconsider sending Rebecca and a display to Legislative Days with all expenses paid; Bill seconded the motion, Motion Carried. Rebecca will solicit further ideas from the Board via email.

· Rebecca will work with Rob in setting up a meeting time with the Kootenai and Shoshone County Commissioners for our annual budget meeting.

· Rebecca updated the Board that the District still has access to the SCC truck; it was an overall consensus to not do anything about getting rid of the truck just yet.

· Rebecca asked the Board if she could assist Soil Survey Project Leader on a Snow Survey if she has time.  The Board saw no problem with that given that there would be snow.

With no further business, Schlepp moved to adjourn at 9:10pm, Lori seconded the motion, Motion Carried.

Actions Items-



-Approved December Minutes

-Approved December Financial report

-Approved to have Rob Fredericks as new Chairman of the Board.

-Approved to have Mike Schlepp as new Secretary/Treasurer.

-Approved to send District Administrator and Display board to Legislative Days in Boise

Feb. 22-23, 2005.

-Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted by:  Rebecca Stevens- District Admin. KSSWCD

