BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

Date:
December 2, 2009
Time:
  11:00 AM
Place:   The Grub Box, St. Maries, Idaho
Supervisors Present:                 



Billie Brown, Chair                         
Rich Morrison, Vice Chair

Gilbert Harris, Treasurer

Others Present:
Sherry Klaus, BSWCD





Mark Cottrell, NRCS
Mark Hogen, ISCC
Ashley McFarland, University of Idaho, Extension

Larry Cooke, Forever Green Tree Farm




The meeting was called to order at 11:20 AM by Billie Brown, Chair.

Approval of Minutes  

Rich Morrison moved to approve the October 21, 2009 minutes as presented, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Financial Report

Treasurer, Gil Harris, reported bank balances for November 30, 2009.    Benewah SWCD, $17,725.37, Fishhook 319, -0-, Santa Creek 319, -0-; Soldier Creek 319, -0-, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, -0-, Santa Creek WQPA, -0-; WQPA/EQIP Division I, -0- and Petty Cash, $13.85.   Rich Morrison moved to accept the financial reports as read, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Bills Approved 
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $4,945.40 with checks 2055 - 2070, with 2058 and 2066 voided.  Rich Morrison moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.  

	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	2055
	
	10/27/2009
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Per Diem - 2009 IASCD Conference
	
	146.96

	2056
	
	10/27/2009
	
	Billie Brown
	Per Diem - 2009 IASCD Conference
	
	200.97

	2057
	
	10/27/2009
	
	IASCD
	Registration - 2009 IASCD Conference
	
	331.00

	2058
	
	
	
	
	VOID
	
	

	2059
	
	10/27/2009
	
	Terry Doupe'
	Mileage - 10/21/09 Board Mtg
	
	18.20

	2060
	
	10/27/2009
	
	Gil Harris
	Mileage - 10/21/09 Board Mtg
	
	29.12

	2061
	
	10/27/2009
	
	Richard Morrison
	Mileage - 10/21/09 Board Mtg
	
	18.20

	2062
	
	10/27/2009
	
	Billie Brown
	Mileage - 10/21/09 Brd Mtg - Div 1 & Div 2 IASCD Mtgs
	
	94.64

	2063
	
	10/30/2009
	
	Gazette Record
	Year Subscription 11/109 - 11/1/10
	
	34.50

	2064
	
	10/30/2009
	
	NACD
	Yearly Dues - FY2010
	
	50.00

	2065
	
	11/30/2009
	
	Panhandle Lakes RC&D
	1605 Seedlings through 11/30/09
	
	505.50

	2066
	
	
	
	
	VOID
	
	

	2067
	
	11/30/2009
	
	Billie Brown
	Lodging-IASCD Conference
	
	415.84

	2068
	
	11/30/2009
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Reimburse Expenses
	
	554.14

	2069
	
	11/30/2009
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 10/18/2009-11/28/09
	
	1,465.10

	2070
	
	11/30/2009
	
	IASCD
	Special Allocation-IASCD Support
	
	1,081.23

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4,945.40


correspondence

The board reviewed the correspondence.  There was discussion regarding the special allocation from the ISCC which was intended to assist with support of the IASCD.  Payment of Benewah’s support contribution had been approved with the accounts payables.  There was some discussion regarding the letter seeking support for a resolution written by the U of I College of Agriculture in support of sustainable funding for research and extension in Idaho.  Ashley McFarland commented that the research facility in Sandpoint had undergone some changes to include more value added programs; i.e. organic farming and a commercial kitchen.  Billie added that at conference, IASCD directors had already voted to put their support behind this resolution so individual districts did not need to do anything further.
new BUSINESS

Ashley reported that she was organizing some outreach meetings for 2010.  The intent is to discuss potential educational opportunities that the Extension Office can provide along with presentations from area agencies on programs offered.  Sherry added that IDEQ might want to be included in the event since there has been a desire to form a WAG for the St. Joe River area.  She also thought that the FSA Agency would be interested in providing some educational information regarding their programs.  Ashley will contact Tyson Clyne and Sherry will contact Micki Linehan.  Mark Cottrell added that of course, NRCS would also participate.  Rich Morrison added that an added bonus might be if there could be information available concerning new weed control products and that attendees have the ability to get some pesticide credits.  With the current problem of hawkweed on CRP ground, many producers would be interested to learn of new control methods.  Ashley will pursue that as well.
Supervisor reports

Billie reported that there had been some training at conference regarding district operations.  In order that timely payment of normal district bills happens, it was advised that districts may want to approve payment of “usual and customary” district expenditures for the year to enable the district employee to issue checks before a normal board meeting and obtain signatures.  After some discussion, Rich Morrison moved, seconded by Gil Harris, to pay the usual and customary bills for 2010.  Motion carried.
Billie also reported that she had visited with a representative of the Attorney General’s office and they would be forwarding her some information regarding the evaluation of the MOU between Spokane County Conservation District and Benewah SWCD.  She believed the cost would $80/hour.  Rich Morrison said that the board would need to know the final cost before they could move forward with any evaluation.
old BUSINESS

2009 IASCD Conference

Billie reported that one of the overriding messages at conference was that districts need to be more involved with IASCD.   There have been several articles in area papers regarding the possibility of dissolution of the ISCC.   The interim committee is still in session.  The overall feeling is that there will be some changes in the structure of commission/districts.
Mark Hogen distributed some highlights of the November 18 Commission meeting.  He addressed the fact that the district needs to have some projects to work on.  He has been exploring the possibility of a tree planting program for old CRP ground that may be coming out of the CRP program in the future.  New CRP ground can cost-share on tree planting.  On existing CRP, the owner would pay the cost of the tree planting.  There was some discussion on how planting trees could alter the “land usage category” in regards to different programs.

Board of Supervisor Position
Sherry said the service for our board member Terry Doupe’ was going to be on Sunday, December 6 at 3 PM.  Gil Harris moved, seconded by Rich Morrison, that we send flowers.  Motion carried.
Sherry also said that Terry’s term would expire in 2013.  Anyone appointed to take his position would serve until then.  Keith Daman’s term also was due to expire in 2013 so an appointee would also serve until that time.  
NRCS Report

Mark presented his report.   There are a number of NRCS personnel retiring this year.  Both Frank Finke and Chris Hoag who have worked on area projects are retiring.  CSP signup deadline is January 15.  Forestry acres have been shifted to Idaho from other states because of the interest in forest projects.  The written report is included with the minutes.
Staff Report
Sherry presented her staff report and it is included with the minutes. 
Rich Morrison moved, seconded by Gil Harris to pay for the meals of the meeting attendees. Motion carried. 
With no further business to attend to, Rich Morrison moved to adjourn the meeting, Gil Harris seconded and the motion was carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 P.M.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________

Recap of Motions:
· Approval of October minutes
· Acceptance of Financial Reports for October/November, 2009 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval to pay the usual and customary district bills for 2010
· Approval for Sherry to order flowers for Terry Doupe’s service.
· Approval to pay the lunch costs for meeting attendees
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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