BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES
Date:
December 10, 2008
Time:
  11:00 a.m.

Place:   St. Maries Golf Course Clubhouse, St. Maries, Idaho
Supervisors Present:                 Supervisors Absent:                



Billie Brown, Chair                         Keith Daman, Vice-Chair
Terry Doupe’, Secretary

   Gil Harris, Treasurer
Rich Morrison

Others Present:
Sherry Klaus, BSWCD
Mark Cottrell, NRCS

Ashley McFarland, University of Idaho Extension
Mark Hogen, ISCC
The meeting was called to order at 11:10 A.M. by Billie Brown, Chair.  
Approval of Minutes  

Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the October 15, 2008, minutes as mailed, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.
Financial Report

In the absence of the treasurer, Gil Harris, Sherry Klaus reported fund balances for November 30, 2008.    Benewah SWCD, $17,441.33, Fishhook 319, -0-, Santa Creek 319, -0-; Soldier Creek 319, -0-, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, -0-, Santa Creek WQPA, -0-; and Petty Cash, $19.06.   Rich Morrison moved to accept the financial reports as read, seconded by Terry Doupe’, motion carried.
Bills Approved 
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $3,949.56 with checks 1952 – 1967 with checks 1953, 1958 and 1960 void.  Rich Morrison moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Terry Doupe’, motion carried.  
	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1952
	
	10/27/2008
	
	IASCD
	2008 Conference Door Prizes
	
	25.00

	1953
	
	10/27/2008
	
	Void
	Voided - 2008 Ag Day Raptor Presentation
	
	0.00

	1954
	
	10/27/2008
	
	IASCD
	IDEA Luncheon - 2008 Conference
	
	15.00

	1955
	
	11/04/2008
	
	Billie Brown
	2008 IASCD Conference Per Diem
	
	145.02

	1956
	
	11/04/2008
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	2008 IASCD Conference Per Diem
	
	122.10

	1957
	
	11/13/2008
	
	Wildlife Education Resources
	Ag Day Raptor Presentation 2008
	
	100.00

	1958
	
	
	
	Void
	
	
	0.00

	1959
	
	11/15/2008
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 10/12/2008-11/15/2008
	
	1,131.02

	1960
	
	
	
	Void
	
	
	0.00

	1961
	
	11/26/2008
	
	Billie Brown
	2008 IASCD Conference Expenses
	
	483.95

	1962
	
	11/26/2008
	
	Richard Morrison
	Mileage - Board Mtg 10/15/08
	
	23.40

	1963
	
	11/26/2008
	
	Billie Brown
	Mileage - Div I Mtg 10/9/08 & Brd Mtg 10/15/08
	
	86.58

	1964
	
	11/26/2008
	
	Terry Doupe'
	Mileage - Div I Mtg 10/9/08 & Brd Mtg 10/15/08
	
	88.92

	1965
	
	11/26/2008
	
	Anderson Brothers CPA
	Balance of Audit Charges
	
	491.25

	1966
	
	12/09/2008
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 11/16/2008-12/06/2008
	
	786.68

	1967
	
	12/09/2008
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Reimburse Expenses
	
	450.64

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	3,949.56


NEW BUSINESS

Discussion regarding the dues notice for NACD, The ISCC Strategic Plan draft and the open board supervisor position were all tabled until the January meeting.  The 5% budget holdback coming down from Governor Otter’s office was briefly discussed.
Sherry reported that she had been working with several different agencies to pursue funding opportunities for conservation projects.  There are several opportunities in the St. Maries area and St. Joe River area with DEQ – possible 319 grants.  She has met with Bruce Kinkead of the CDA Tribe Fisheries Dept. to continue with the 319 grant application for the culvert project in the Hangman Creek area and she has also been working with Ashley McFarland on the establishment of a recycling program in Benewah County.

Ashley McFarland, the University of Idaho Extension Agent in St. Maries gave a brief summary of her background and interest in working with the district on watershed projects.  She and Sherry will work together to develop a database for a “farmer network” information.  There are also project opportunities in small acreage agriculture – or “hobby farms”.
Mark Hogen reported that he had recently met with the Commission in Boise and it was discussed that cutting the districts allocations was not anticipated in order to meet the budget holdbacks that had been put in place.   However, they may need to fill some personnel positions that are currently open due to retirements, because the state does not want the current  FTE numbers to go down.
old business

Update on 319 Grants
Sherry reported that she had completed the final invoices for the 319 grants for the board’s signature.  There was some question regarding the Soldier Creek grant and whether there were funds available for the final invoice.  She had been notified in April that the funds had expired but DEQ had said that upon submission of a new budget, timeline and scope of work, they would secure funds for completion.  She had not received confirmation that they had ever gotten those funds but was in contact with Jerry West of DEQ.  The invoices and amounts that would be submitted for payment are Soldier Creek, $2020.03; Fishhook Slide, $743.47; and West Fork Middle Fork, $1,597.75.
2008 IASCD Conference Planning
Sherry and Billie reported on the annual IASCD conference recently held in Coeur d’Alene.  Attendance overall was down due to economic conditions, but more districts were represented that the previous conference in Boise.  They felt that was a positive note.  The complete financial picture of the conference overall had not been determined yet.
The information presented at the conference had been very well received and they both felt that if anything, there was so much to choose from that it made it more difficult to take it all in.  Both had received compliments from many attendees.  While the cost of holding the conference at the Resort may be higher, the benefits of its accommodations are many and are appreciated by everyone.  As part of the planning committee, their staff is very good to work with.
NRCS Report
Mark reported that the nationwide audit being conducted of all NRCS offices is nearly complete in the Plummer office.  They had no out of compliance projects.  There was some paperwork still to be filed to complete the audit.  Mark’s written report is included with the minutes.  
Staff Report

Sherry presented her staff report.   The written report is included with the minutes.  
With no further business to attend to, Terry  Doupe’ moved to adjourn the meeting, Rich Morrison seconded and the motion was carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 P.M.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________
Recap of Motions:

· Approval of October minutes
· Acceptance of Financial Reports for October and November, 2008 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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