BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

Date:
September 16, 2009
Time:
  6:00 PM
Place:   USDA Service Center, Plummer, Idaho
Supervisors Present:                 



Billie Brown, Chair                         
Rich Morrison, Vice Chair

Terry Doupe’, Secretary

Gilbert Harris, Treasurer

Others Present:
Sherry Klaus, BSWCD





Mark Cottrell, NRCS

The meeting was called to order at 6:20 PM by Billie Brown, Chair.

Approval of Minutes  

Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the August 5, 2009 minutes as presented, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Financial Report

Treasurer, Gil Harris, reported bank balances for September 15, 2009.    Benewah SWCD, $22,614.66, Fishhook 319, -0-, Santa Creek 319, -0-; Soldier Creek 319, -0-, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, -0-, Santa Creek WQPA, -0-; WQPA/EQIP Division I, -0- and Petty Cash, $13.85.   Terry Doupe’ moved to accept the financial reports as read, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.
Bills Approved 
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $6,355.10 with checks 2033 – 2040.  Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.  

	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2033
	
	08/31/2009
	
	Rusty Young
	Cost Share - Grant Expenses - WQPA 740211070DU
	
	3,450.02

	2034
	
	09/01/2009
	
	Mary Lou Barrett
	Cost Share-BMP Expenses-WQPA 74021108079
	
	1,711.73

	2035
	
	09/10/2009
	
	Richard Morrison
	Mileage - 8/5/09 Board Meeting
	
	18.20

	2036
	
	09/10/2009
	
	Billie Brown
	Mileage - 8/5/09 Board Meeting
	
	16.38

	2037
	
	09/10/2009
	
	Gil Harris
	Mileage - 8/5/09 Board Meeting
	
	29.12

	2038
	
	09/10/2009
	
	Terry Doupe'
	Mileage - 8/5/09 Bd Mtg & 7/9/09 RCD Mtg
	
	68.25

	2039
	
	09/14/2009
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 8/2/2009-9/12/2009
	
	1,036.40

	2040
	
	09/15/2009
	
	CDA Tribe Wellness Center
	Deposit - IASCD Fall Division I meeting room
	
	25.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	6,355.10


correspondence

Terry Doupe’ reviewed the correspondence.  
NEW BUSINESS

Division I IASCD Fall Meeting
Sherry reported she had reserved a meeting room at the CDA Tribe Wellness Center for the October 8 meeting.  She had met with Kathy Kolar with the Gateway Café regarding catering lunch.  She will be working on a power point presentation of some of the projects completed in the district for the meeting.
2009 Report of Accomplishments

She is working on this report which is due October 1.  We will not have a board meeting to approve the report before this date so she will work with Billie to review the report before sending. 
2010 Seedling Sale
Sherry has distributed a draft of the new prices for the seedlings. She needed to revise the price structure due to the packaging differences from the new nursery they are now using.  Terry Doupe’ moved, seconded by Rich Morrison, to approve the new prices.  Motion carried.
There was discussion of how they could increase their seeding sales.  One idea was to promote the many uses of trees through a simple brochure that could be distributed throughout the counties – possibly even with the tax statements.  There are several places that provide good information regarding the creation of windbreaks.  Sherry will work on that.  
Fall Ag Awareness Day
Sherry had anticipated that there might not be money available in the area schools’ budgets for travel to this annual event but had heard back from the St. Maries School that they could come.  She is planning that day for October 14 or 15th.
2009 IASCD Conference – Nov. 15 – 18
Sherry reported that she would need to travel on Saturday due to the IDEA Board of Directors meeting on Saturday evening.  She and Billie will work out the travel and reservations they will need.  

OLD BUSINESS

Hangman Creek Culvert 319 Application

Sherry had received notification from Idaho DEQ that this project had been recommended for funding.  She and Tyson will be working together to make sure everything is ready to go when the subgrant papers are processed, sometime around May 2010.
Annual Financial Review
There was a discussion on an independent review of the District finances.  The board agreed although it was not required at this time, an independent review would not only be healthy but should be the board’s fiduciary responsibility.  Given the limited district funds, it is also crucial to watch costs.   Rich will contact a local accountant regarding a review of the financial records for the past year.  
Alternative Funding Opportunity

There was some discussion regarding the loan program from Spokane Conservation District.  Rich Baden will be attending the Division I Fall meeting on October 8.  Billie asked that Sherry get an example of the MOU that Spokane Conservation District uses before the meeting.
Board of Supervisor Position

There was discussion regarding the vacant supervisor position and how best to cultivate interest in that position.  Various names were mentioned and letters of interest will be sent out.
NRCS Report

Mark presented his report.   He has been working on several projects dealing with streambank protection on the St. Joe River as well as reviewing the mid-management practices that were required for various CRP contracts. The 2009 EQIP contracts are ready to be reviewed.  Rich Morrison will review those files with Mark and bring recommendations back to the board.   Mark’s written report is included with the minutes.  

Staff Report
Sherry presented her staff report.   She reported she had attended a seminar on stormwater management and that she and Laura Lamautia had thought that a demonstration project showing some simple ways people could control their storm water and put it to use would be a good thing to look at.  The board agreed.  It was noted that there was a STEEP program done through City of Moscow that might have some good information available.  She will be meeting with Laura and some other interested people on Friday, September 23. The written report is included with the minutes.  

With no further business to attend to, Terry Doupe’ moved to adjourn the meeting, Gil Harris seconded and the motion was carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 P.M.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________

Recap of Motions:
· Approval of August minutes
· Acceptance of Financial Reports for August, 2009 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval of the 2010 prices for the seedling sale.
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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