BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES
Date:
   September 19, 2007
Time:
   6:00 p.m.

Place:   USDA Service Center, Plummer, Idaho
Supervisors Present:


Others Present:
Billie Brown, Chair



Sherry Klaus, BSWCD
Richard Morrison, Member 


Mark Cottrell, DC, NRCS
Keith Daman, Vice-Chair


Lee Anderson, Anderson Brothers
Absent:

Gil Harris, Treasurer
Terry Doupe’, Secretary
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Billie Brown, Chair and she welcomed Scott Bare from NRCS.  Sherry reported that Lee Anderson phoned and would be joining the meeting in approximately one hour.
Approval of Minutes  

Rich Morrison moved to approve the August 8, 2007, minutes as mailed, seconded by Keith Daman, motion carried.
Financial Report

In the absence of Gil Harris, Treasurer, Sherry Klaus reported fund balances for August 31, 2007: Benewah SWCD, $20,728.72; Fishhook 319, $84.12, Santa Creek 319, $519.63; Soldier Creek 319, $575.54, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, $144.15, Santa Creek WQPA, $2,175.00; and Petty Cash, $35.30.    Keith Daman moved to approve financial reports as read, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.  

Bills Approved 
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $ 4,366.94 with checks 1818 - 1826.  Keith Daman moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.
	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1818
	
	8/21/2007
	
	Terry Doupe'
	Mileage - Brd Mtg 8/8/07-RCD Mtg 7/12/07
	
	70.32

	1819
	
	8/21/2007
	
	Billie Brown
	Mileage - Brd Mtg 8/8/07
	
	17.46

	1820
	
	8/21/2007
	
	Gil Harris
	Mileage - Brd Mtg 8/8/07
	
	31.04

	1821
	
	8/21/2007
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Reimburse Expense Report
	
	271.90

	1822
	
	8/21/2007
	
	Panhandle Lakes RC&D
	2008 Dues
	
	150.00

	1823
	
	9/12/2007
	
	Anderson Brothers CPA
	Balance Due - FY 2007 Financial Review
	
	1,150.00

	1824
	
	9/12/2007
	
	Russell Vincent
	93 hours Fencing 
	
	930.00

	1825
	
	9/18/2007
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 08/12/2007 - 09/15/2007
	
	1,127.02

	1826
	
	9/19/2007
	
	Panhandle Lakes RC&D
	2340 Trees - Invoices Through 9/14/2007
	
	619.20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	4,366.94


New Business
Scott Bare reported on the Soil Survey that NRCS has been doing in Benewah County.   It was progressing on schedule and the field mapping would be completed by end of September, 2007.  He presented the Board with a Progress Update to be a part of these minutes.  The Board had questions concerning methods of sampling and how crop yield data would be handled.  Scott explained how they were doing the sampling.  He also said that when the new Soil Survey was published, the crop yield data would not be included but would be replaced by a crop productivity index derived from soil properties.  Once a producer had reviewed the soil survey data, they could get more information regarding crop yield data from their local NRCS office.
2007 Report of Accomplishments

The 2007 Report of Accomplishments was reviewed.  Motion to approve with the changes and additions was made by Keith Daman and seconded by Rich Morrison.  Motion carried.
Local Working Group Meeting
Sherry reported that the LWG meeting had been scheduled for Thursday, September 27 at 1:00 at the USDA Service Center.  She had sent letters and emails to all those on the current list of members.  She had notified the St. Maries Gazette and put up flyers.  She asked if the board had any changes to the contact list she had.  There were no specific changes although the Board noted that this was a meeting open to anyone.   They requested that she sent out reminders by email.

5th Grade Agriculture Awareness Day

Sherry reported that invitations had been sent out for the Ag Awareness Day which has been set for October 18th.  Jack Miller has agreed to host the event at the Tribal Farm Shop.  Presenters have been contacted.  The Raptor Display from Idaho Fish & Game has a suggested donation of $1.00 per child.  Sherry did not have an exact count but noted that the last time they had come, a donation of $50.00 had been made.   Keith Daman moved and Rich Morrison seconded that the District donate $75.00 to the Idaho Fish & Game Raptor program.  Motion carried.
FY2007 Financial Review
At this time Lee Anderson, Anderson Brothers joined the meeting and presented his findings from our FY2007 Financial Review.  All accounts were in order and the only recommendation he had was to open a separate account for the District’s grant funds.  Although the grants funds are tracked in separate subaccounts for bookkeeping purposes, the funds are in the same checking account as the District’s general funds.  When funds are requested for admin time and fringe benefits, they are first posted to the subaccount and then transferred to the general account.  This system fails to properly account those funds as an expense to the grant and creates the false appearance of the grant loaning the district funds.  If the grant funds could have a check posted to them as an expense rather than a transfer, the paper trail would be much better from an audit standpoint.  Keith Daman moved and Rich Morrison seconded to accept Mr. Anderson’s findings and to implement his recommendation to establish a separate checking account for the grant funds.  Motion carried.
Old Business
Update on Santa Creek 319 Grant

Sherry reported that Keith Swallows and Mark Hogen had been out to Santa Creek to show a near-by landowner some of the BMP’s.  It appeared that the new fencing may have been compromised by either wildlife or the pastured cows.  Sherry said she would visit the project site to assess the situation and talk with Gil.  This grant had been extended to provide time for more plantings along the streambank.  Due to the extreme lack of moisture, Sherry wondered if the available match funds might be better used to enhance and repair some of the rock BMP’s.  She would visit with Mark Hogen and Gil.

The Board also discussed the chain of responsibility when determining BMP failure, maintenance issues and repair compliance.  The Board felt that since Mark Hogen had the most technical knowledge regarding the grant, he should be the lead person in assisting with BMP failure or compliance issues.
Update on Soldier Creek and other 319 Grants
Sherry reported that she had visited the Soldier Creek project and all culverts were installed.  Mike Spinelli was waiting for the road rocking to be done and then all invoicing could be completed.  Jerry West from DEQ will be visiting the site on Tuesday, October 9.
WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries River 319 Project
Sherry said that after talking with Bob Wagner there was some confusion with this project.  Bob Wagner had indicated that he thought there were BMP’s completed last summer but Sherry had been told by Kathy Mattson, the previous project manager, that there was no contractual work done last year and all work would be done this year.  It was suggested that a formal letter requesting an update on the project be sent to Bob Wagner with a copy to Kathy Mattson and Dan Jones.
FishHook Slide 319 Project

Sherry has not had any contact from the project manager for this grant regarding progress or starting times.  Rich Morrison moved and Keith Daman seconded that a letter be sent requesting a response within two weeks from receipt of the letter about completion of  BMP’s or DEQ would be notified that the grant was being declined.  
Division I Fall Meeting – October 19th

The Board reviewed the invitation Sherry had prepared to send to the legislators for each respective conservation district in Division I.  She also had the tentative agenda from Linda O’Hare for review.  The cost from the Casino catering manager had been quoted at $14.95 per person.  The Board discussed holding the October Board meeting in conjunction with the Division I meeting and Keith Daman moved, seconded by Rich Morrison to have Sherry arrange that if possible.

NRCS Report
Mark Cottrell presented his report.  The written report is included with the minutes.
Staff Report

Sherry presented her staff report.   The written report is included with the minutes.
With no further business to attend to, Rich Morrison moved to adjourn the meeting,  Keith Daman seconded and the  motion was carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________
Recap of Motions:

· Approval of August minutes
· Approval of Financial Reports for August 2007 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval of Anderson Brothers Financial Review for FY2007
· Approval to open a separate checking account for grant funds as recommended in the financial review
· Approval of 2007 Report of Accomplishments
· Approval to donate $75.00 to the Idaho Fish & Game for the Raptor Presentation for the Agriculture Awareness Day

· Approval to begin cancellation of FishHook Slide 319 Grant
· Approval to hold October Board meeting in conjunction with the Division I IASCD meeting at the CDA Casino.

· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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