BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES
DRAFT

Date:
   May 16, 2007
Time:
   7:00 p.m.

Place:   USDA Service Center, Plummer, Idaho
Supervisors Present:


Others Present:
Billie Brown, Chair



Mark Cottrell, DC, NRCS
Terry Doupe’, Secretary
  

Sherry Klaus, BSWCD

Gil Harris, Treasurer





Richard Morrison, Member

Absent:
Keith Daman, Vice-Chair
The meeting was called to order at 6:50 P.M. by Billie Brown, Chair.
Approval of Minutes  

Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the April 18, 2007, minutes as mailed, seconded by Richard Morrison, motion carried.
Financial Report

Gil Harris, Treasurer, reported fund balances for April 30, 2007: Benewah SWCD, $13,343.76; Fishhook 319, $84.12, Santa Creek 319, $2,888.05; Soldier Creek 319, $2525.54, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, $144.15, Santa Creek WQPA, $2,175.00; and Petty Cash, $35.30.    Terry Doupe’ moved to approve financial reports as read, seconded by Richard Morrison, motion carried.  

Bills Approved

The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $ 2,473.36 with checks 1790 -1798.  Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Richard Morrison, motion carried.
Sherry reported that the check payable to Idaho Department of Lands for Inland Empire Paper’s 20% share of the Soldier Creek 319 Invoice No. 2 had not been printed yet due to a question of who should actually be the payee.  She is waiting for direction from Mike Spinelli at IDL whether to pass the payment through IDL or pay Inland Empire Paper directly.

Gil Harris moved and Richard Morrison seconded to approve the Inland Empire Paper payment once the necessary information had been received, motion carried.

	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1793
	
	05/08/2007
	
	Gil Harris
	Mileage - 4/18/07 Brd Mtg
	
	31.04

	1794
	
	05/08/2007
	
	Keith Daman
	Mileage - 4/18/07 Brd Mtg
	
	18.43

	1795
	
	05/08/2007
	
	State Insurance Fund
	Premium for 2007
	
	150.00

	1796
	
	05/15/2007
	
	Terry Doupe'
	Mileage - 4/18/07 Brd Mtg
	
	19.40

	1797
	
	05/15/2007
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Expense Reimbursements
	
	190.27

	1798
	
	05/15/2007
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period 4/15/07 - 5/12/07
	
	922.22

	1790
	
	05/08/2007
	
	Idaho Department of Lands
	46% Share of Reimbursement - DEQ Inv 2 - $1950
	
	89.00

	1791
	
	05/08/2007
	
	Potlatch Forest Holdings
	15% Share of Reimbursement - DEQ Invoice 2 - $1950
	
	292.50

	1792
	
	05/08/2007
	
	Forest Capital, LLC
	19% Share of Reimbursement - DEQ Invoice 2 - $1950
	
	370.50

	
	
	05/08/2007
	
	Idaho Department of Lands
	20% Share for Inland Empire Paper - DEQ Inv 2 - $1950
	
	390.00

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	2,473.36


Old Business
Update on Santa Creek 319 Grant

Gil reported that Chris Hoag had spent time with them at Santa Creek and was very impressed by the changes in the project.  Gil commented at how much Chris remembered from his visit two years ago and his interest at seeing all the changes to what he had seen before.  Sherry reported that Chris had sent a very complimentary email to Keith Swallows, NRCS and that a copy of it was included with her report to the Board along with Keith’s notes on the visit.   She and Keith are working on identifying more locations of some of the “before” pictures and obtaining new “after” pictures for a presentation to be used for other landowners who might have the same issues with their streambanks.  
Gil also reported that he has been busy rolling out the new fencing.  More braces were needed in some areas and he is still working on that.  He is about half done rolling out the new wire and about one-quarter done putting up the new wire.  The electric wire up is hot and working.  Keith Swallows had been at Santa Creek on May 16 and found the electric fence working.  
New Business

5th Grade Forestry Day

Sherry reported that everything was in place for the annual 5th Grade Forestry Day.  Billie suggested that she contact the St. Maries Gazette to let them know the details for the event in hopes that they would attend.   
Temporary Closure of Service Center
Sherry reported that due to the combination of the Kootenai FSA office with the Benewah FSA office, there would be some needed remodeling taking place.  The plan is to pack up all the offices and completely move out of the building after July 4.  Offices in Coeur d’Alene and Moscow would be available for NRCS and FSA employees to use for the approximately two weeks the remodeling would take.  Sherry planned to do some work from home and spend some time in the field, visiting the 319 project sites.  She also planned to make use of time spent in Coeur d’Alene working on the plans for the Fall Division I meeting and might possibly spend some time in the Moscow office with Ken Stinson, the Latah SWCD manager.
She requested some guidance from the Board as to disposition of the old computers that were no longer being used.  After some discussion, the Board deemed the computers obsolete and Terry Doupe’ moved, seconded by Richard Morrison to dispose of the computers, motion carried.   Mark reported that he had checked with a company disposed of computer components and they charged $.41/pound to take old computers. Sherry will work with Rich to determine the best way to dispose of them and to see if someone might be able to use them.

She also reported that she and Mark were going to be working sorting the volumes of reference material that was in the office between what was District property and what was NRCS property and what was obsolete and what should be kept.  If she had any questions, she would bring them before the Board at the June meeting.

Benewah County Fair
Terry asked Sherry if she was planning having the District represented at the Benewah County Fair and she said yes but had not received any information about it yet.  She had gone through the files and had a phone number for a contact.   She thought that if she and Keith can complete the Santa Creek presentation, it would be a nice addition to the fair display.  She would plan on using the District laptop computer at the booth whenever she is there to monitor it for a power point presentation.
Bonner SWCD Forestry Contest

Terry Doupe’ requested that the Board contact the high schools in the District about future participation in the Forestry Contest.   Gil suggested that Sherry write a letter to them saying that she had assisted with the Contest and missed seeing any students from her District.  What can we do to encourage more participation?  Terry Doupe moved and Gil Harris seconded to have Sherry compose a letter for Board approval and get it to the schools before the end of this year’s classes.  Motion carried.  
NRCS Report
Mark Cottrell reviewed his written report with the Board.  The written report is included with the minutes.
Staff Report

Sherry presented her staff report.  She changed the format of her report; once she completes the report and mails it for review, she continues to update it until the meeting.  The updated information is in red.  That way all information is available in print.  Most items had already been covered during the meeting.  The updated, written report is included with the minutes.
She attended the RC&D Forestry Committee meeting, May 15, and there was discussion among the committee regarding the different size seedlings that should be grown for the 2009 season.  She asked the board if they had an opinion regarding seedling sizes offered that she could report to the Forestry Committee.  No one had heard positive or negative feedback so there was nothing to report.  She also said she was reviewing the pricing between the four districts as Kootenai SWCD had significantly lower prices than Benewah.  She will report the findings at the next meeting.

She also said that after the RC&D Forestry Committee meeting, she and the other Division I district employees had lunch and visited about the Fall Division I meeting.  
It is going to be held in Coeur d’Alene but the Benewah District is the host.  We will be inviting our legislators to the meeting in lieu of attending the legislative days in Boise normally scheduled in February.  There were several options suggested for a suitable meeting place.  Since Sherry will be in Coeur d’Alene during the temporary closure of the office, she will look at the meeting areas available and reserve an appropriate space.  She will also find out what catering services might fit our budget and contact the Division I Director, Alice Wallace, about completion of the meeting plans.
Billie asked when our annual audit was due.  Sherry reported that in the past, it had been started during July but was unsure of the actual due date.  She will contact Kathie Shea to find out.   Since our office will be closed during the first two weeks of July, we will need to make sure that we have the necessary files available to begin the audit process.  Also, since we have been forced to find a new auditor due to the new governmental audit procedures put in place by the SCC, Sherry will contact the Kootenai District auditor who assisted Robert Sanders with our audit last year as well as the auditor for the Latah District to inquire about costs. 
Terry Doupe’ made a motion to go into executive session.  Gil Harris seconded.  Motion carried.  The Board went into executive session at 8:15 p.m.

The board came out of executive session at 8:45 p.m.  

Richard Morrison moved and Gil Harris seconded to have Sherry develop some marketing materials for the government conservation programs available through NRCS.  Motion carried.   Sherry will work with Mark Cottrell and Keith Swallows to match up the photographic records we have with the appropriate programs.  These materials will be distributed to those having contact with landowners new to our area.
With no further business to attend to, Terry Doupe’ moved to adjourn the meeting, Richard Morrison seconded; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________
Recap of Motions:

· Approval of April minutes
· Approval of Financial Reports for April 1 – April 30, 2007 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval to pay the IEP 319 payment once necessary information received
· Approval to dispose of obsolete computer components
· Approval to contact District high schools regarding Forestry Contest participation
· Approval to go into Executive Session
· Approval to develop marketing materials for NRCS conservation programs
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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