BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES
Date:
   April 16, 2008
Time:
  5:30 p.m.

Place:   USDA Service Center, Plummer, ID
Supervisors Present:                                 



Billie Brown, Chair                           


Keith Daman, Vice-Chair



Terry Doupe’, Secretary                                



Gil Harris, Treasurer





Rich Morrison

Others Present:
Sherry Klaus, BSWCD
Mark Cottrell, DC, NRCS

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Billie Brown, Chair.  
Approval of Minutes  

Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the March 12, 2008, minutes as mailed, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Financial Report

Gil Harris reported fund balances for March 31, 2008.    Benewah SWCD, $$25,165.03, Fishhook 319, -0-, Santa Creek 319, -0-; Soldier Creek 319, -0-, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, -0-, Santa Creek WQPA, -0-; and Petty Cash, $19.06.   Keith Daman  moved to approve financial reports as read, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.
Bills Approved 
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $3,578.92 with checks 1886 – 1900 with checks 1888 and 1890 being voided.  Rich Morrison moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Keith Daman, motion carried.  
	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1886
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Sterling Savings
	First Quarter Federal Payroll Taxes
	
	$634.83

	1887
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	First Quarter State Payroll Taxes
	
	$86.00

	1888
	
	
	
	Void
	Rate Change – Recalculate and Reprint
	
	$0.00

	1889
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	00000-S First Quarter Sales Tax
	
	$63.78

	1890
	
	
	
	VOID
	Printing Error
	
	$0.00

	1891
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Panhandle Lakes RC&D
	3240 Trees - through 4/8/2008
	
	$873.00

	1892
	
	04/08/2008
	
	N.A.C.D.
	Dues - FY08
	
	$50.00

	1893
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Gil Harris
	Mileage - 3/12/08 Board Meeting
	
	$32.32

	1894
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Richard Morrison
	Mileage - 3/12/08 Board Meeting
	
	$20.20

	1895
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Billie Brown
	Mileage - 3/12/08 Board Meeting
	
	$18.18

	1896
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Terry Doupe'
	Mileage - 2/26 Shoshone Cty & 3/12 Brd Mtg
	
	$121.20

	1897
	
	04/08/2008
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Expenses Reimbursed
	
	$440.46

	1898
	
	04/09/2008
	
	Idaho Department of Labor
	First Quarter State Payroll Taxes
	
	$7.93

	1900
	
	04/14/2008
	
	Panhandle Lakes RC&D
	400 Doug Fir
	
	$104.00

	1899
	
	04/14/2008
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 03/09/2008-04/12/2008
	
	$1,127.02

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	$3,578.92


correspondence
There was no correspondence needing Board action.
NEW BUSINESS

District Budget Request FY10
The Budget Request for FY2010 was discussed.  Keith Daman moved to approve the Budget Request as presented, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.
District Budget FY2008
Sherry presented a report of the FY2008 Budget Request versus the Actual Expenditures to the Board.  There was discussion regarding the differences between the budgeted and actual amounts with the majority of the differences being attributed to the 319 grants being administered by the district.  Keith Daman moved to amend the budget to reflect the actual figures, seconded by Rich Morrison.  Terry Doupe’ and Gil Harris voted against amending the budget.  Chairperson Billie Brown voted to amend the budget.  Motion carried.
FY 09 (7/1/08 – 6/30/09) Work Plan Public Comment Period
At 7:05 p.m. the hall call was made by Chairperson Billie Brown for any public comments regarding the District’s FY09 Work Plan.  There were no public comments to be heard.  After discussion of the modification of the plan from the FY 08 Work Plan, Keith Daman moved to approve the FY 09 Work Plan, seconded by Terry Doupe’, motion carried.
old business
Update on 319 Grants
Sherry reported that she had applied for an extension for the Fishhook Slide 319 Grant.  She had been advised by Jerry West that although $19,407.38 was still left in the grant budget and the grant expiration date was not until May 30, 2008, the funds for Soldier Creek had expired.   He said that in order to process any future invoices for monitoring and reporting activities for Soldier Creek, DEQ would need to receive a timeline and budget from the district for the proposed activities and would  then prepare a supplemental grant to cover those expenditures.  Sherry had been in contact with Mike Spinelli, the project manager, and he did not expect to be able to have access to the project site until possibly mid-May.
Gil Harris reported that he had been in contact with a landowner on the St. Maries River who was concerned about stream bank erosion problems and was interested in restoration efforts similar to the Santa Creek project and the Ferguson project on the St. Joe River.  He is connected with the Meyer family in Genesee.  Mark Cottrell was asked if he would attempt to make contact with the landowner.

Annual Tree Sale
Sherry reported there were only 6000 seedlings sold.  She bought 300 for district use; 100 will be planted during the “west-side” community cleanup day, 30 were donated to a local Cub Scout troop to plant for Arbor Day and the remainder will be given out at our Forestry Day on May 15.  Panhandle RC&D has been advised that Elk River will only be growing the seedlings for one more year.  They are going to have to find another place willing to grow the seedlings for our program.  There will be a Forestry meeting in the near future to discuss this development.  Sherry had talked with one person who has an EQIP contract about his tree purchases.  He indicated that he had not been happy with the seedlings from Elk River and would not purchase from the district as long as they were the grower.  She had informed Kim Golden of that conversation.
Terry Doupe suggested that we might be able to improve our tree sales if we could assist with the planting operation.  Both he and Gil Harris suggested we do some further investigation into a tree planting implement which could possibly be purchased by the district and rented to landowners needing to plant seedlings.   The NRCS State Forester, Frank Garillio, was also suggested as a point of contact for more information.  Sherry will do some further checking on this.
2008 IASCD Conference Planning
There had been no further meetings of the planning committee for the conference as of this date.
Cooperative Working Agreement
Sherry reported that Chris Catherman had advised those at the IDEA Directors meeting on March 20, that a revised Cooperative Working Agreement was being prepared and would be send to each district for approval later this year.  Any district that had already approved and returned the agreement would be sent a revised agreement for approval.  With that in mind, the Board agreed to table any discussion of the Cooperative Working Agreement until the revised agreement was received.
NRCS Report
Mark Cottrell presented his report.  The written report is included with the minutes.  He had been working with FSA to assist with loading the official wetland determinations in their records.  He would like to begin planning more local landowner meetings with the district’s assistance.
Staff Report

Sherry presented her staff report.   The written report is included with the minutes.  She reviewed the correspondence received from the IASCD Director Steve Miller regarding the alternative funding survey.  After a brief discussion, the Board decided to discuss it further at the May Board meeting.
Terry Doupe’ presented some preliminary information regarding a Solid Waste Assessment Grant 2008 Request for Proposals.   Tery Doupe’ moved to have Sherry further research the information and Keith Daman seconded.  Motion carried.
After some discussion regarding district audits and financial reviews, the Board felt that the district should obtain an estimate for the audit to be conducted for FY2008 to ensure that each of the 319 grants contributed a proportionate share of administrative funds to cover the increased cost to the district for a complete audit.   Keith Daman moved and Rich Morrison seconded to direct Sherry to obtain such an estimate.  Motion carried.

Sherry advised the Board that she was going to be gone the week of the regularly scheduled meeting for a family event.  Terry Doupe moved and Keith Daman seconded to change the Board meeting to May 14.  Motion carried.   Sherry will take care of the proper notifications.
With no further business to attend to, Terry Doupe’ moved to adjourn the meeting, Gil Harris seconded and the motion was carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________
Recap of Motions:

· Approval of March minutes
· Approval of Financial Reports for March, 2008 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval of the FY10 Budget Request
· Approval to amend the FY08 Budget
· Approval of the FY09 Work Plan
· Approval to research Solid Waste Assistance Grant 2008 RFIP

· Approval to obtain a preliminary estimate for financial audit

· Approval to reschedule the May Board meeting to May 14
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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