BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

Date:
   April 18, 2007
Time:
   7:00 p.m.

Place:   USDA Service Center, Plummer, Idaho
Supervisors Present:


Others Present:
Terry Doupe’, Secretary
  

Sherry Klaus, BSWCD

Gil Harris, Treasurer



Mark Cottrell, DC, NRCS

Keith Daman, Vice-Chair


Kim Golden, Panhandle Lakes RC&D
Absent:
Billie Brown, Chair

Richard Morrison, Member

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 P.M. by Keith Daman, Vice-Chair.
Approval of Minutes  

Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the March 21, 2007, minutes as mailed, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Financial Report

Gil Harris, Treasurer, reported fund balances for March 31, 2007: Benewah SWCD, $13,392.38; Santa Creek 319, $5,674.49; Santa Creek WQPA, $2,175.00; Fishhook 319, $500.00, Soldier Creek 319, $1,000.00, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, $500.00 and Petty Cash, $35.30.    Terry Doupe’ moved to approve financial reports as read, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.  

Bills Approved

The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $ 4,737.81 with checks 1776-1789.  Checks 1771 and 1783 were voided.  Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1771
	
	3/20/07
	
	Keith Daman
	
	Voided Check
	
	0.00

	1776
	
	03/31/07
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	
	000001666-S First Quarter Sales Tax
	
	145.86

	1777
	
	03/31/07
	
	Idaho Department of Labor
	
	First Quarter State Unemployment
	
	10.56

	1778
	
	03/31/07
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	
	First Quarter State Income Tax
	
	33.00

	1779
	
	04/05/07
	
	Sterling Savings
	
	First Quarter Federal Taxes
	
	517.14

	1780
	
	04/05/07
	
	Ralph Quigley
	
	Refund for trees that were sold out
	
	18.02

	1781
	
	04/05/07
	
	Keith Daman
	
	Mileage - Brd Mtgs - 2/21/07 & 3/21/07
	
	36.86

	1782
	
	04/12/07
	
	Gil Harris
	
	Mileage - Brd Mtg 3/21/07
	
	31.04

	1783
	
	04/12/07
	
	Void
	
	
	
	0.00

	1784
	
	04/05/07
	
	Terry Doupe'
	
	Mileage - Brd Mtg 3/21/07 - Wallace & CDA (RC&D)
	
	117.37

	1785
	
	04/05/07
	
	Richard Morrison
	
	Mileage - Brd Mtg 3/21/07 & St. Maries
	
	38.80

	1786
	
	04/05/07
	
	Billie Brown
	
	Mileage - Brd Mtg 3/21/07 Div I Mtg 3/15/07
	
	80.51

	1787
	
	04/12/07
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	
	Pay Period 3/18/07 - 4/14/07
	
	922.21

	1788
	
	04/17/07
	
	Cenex-Co-op Supply
	
	Invoice 52263 - Fencing Materials
	
	2,516.94

	1789
	
	04/18/07
	
	Seeds, Inc.
	
	Seed Mix - # 17836
	
	269.50

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	4737.81


Old Business
Update on Santa Creek 319 Grant

Gil reported that all fencing materials had been picked up and when weather permitted would be installed.    Mrs. Dippel had visited the project that day and Keith Swallows, NRCS and Sherry Klaus, BSWCD had accompanied them on a tour of the BMP’s completed last year.  Mrs. Dippel was very pleased with the notable differences in the streambank and particularly enjoyed being able to look at some pictures of the area before the project and see the visible improvements.  Sherry said she would mail her copies of several reports that had more “before and after” pictures. 
Sherry reported that she had picked up the 100 pounds of seed Gil needed for spot reseeding and taken it to the project.  The DEQ invoice in the amount of $2786.43 was ready for signing and would be forwarded to DEQ immediately.  She also reported that Mrs. Dippel had given her permission for other land-owners considering usage of BMPS used in the Santa Creek project to tour her property with either the NRCS representatives or the Conservation District representative.   Sherry also reminded the Board that Chris Hoag will be in the area on May 9 to tour the project.  June is also an excellent time to see the BMP’s working with the spring run-off and the possibility of an outreach project utilizing the WQPA/EQIP Funds available for Division I was again suggested.  With two board members not present, it was not discussed at this time.
District Budget Request FY 08-09
Sherry presented the Budget Request for FY 09.  She explained that the increase in the liability insurance premium for Errors and Omissions had been built into the budget by increasing the supervisor expense and decreasing several other controllable expenses.  Gil Harris moved and Terry Doupe’ seconded to approve the budget for FY 09 as presented.  Motion carried.
FY 08 (7/1/07 – 6/30/08) Work Plan
The public comment period for the FY 08 Annual Plan of Work was declared open by Vice-Chair Daman and the changes in the format of the plan were pointed out by Sherry.  A section outlining “Trends Impacting Conservation in the Benewah Soil and Water Conservation District” had been added.   Increased efforts to eliminate field burning as an acceptable and legal agricultural practice and The continual increase of population in several urban areas of the District  were judged to have the most impact on the conservation efforts in the District.   The Board members reviewed the entire plan page by page noting any changes in priorities, objectives, goals and actions required.
There was some discussion about the “Goal” for Conservation District Priority No. 4 – Recreation.  It was suggested that in order not to place limitations within the goal, it should be modified to refer to “multi-use recreational trails”.  That change was incorporated into the Annual Plan of Work and as there had been no public comments received, Gil Harris moved and Terry Doupe’ seconded to approve the Plan of Work for FY 08.  Motion carried.
New Business

Sherry presented information from Idaho Rural Partnership Leadership Training and requested approval to attend a seminar in Moscow.  The cost is $75.00 but she said she would pay half the registration fee as it would benefit her personally also.  Gil Harris moved and Terry Doupe’ seconded for Sherry to attend this class.
Motion carried.

NRCS Report
Mark Cottrell reviewed his written report with the Board.  He reported that Joe Sievers EQIP contract cancellation had been approved by the State office but that liquidated damage fees of $177 had been requested.   He also informed the Board that Ken Roberts had been transferred to the Bonners Ferry office because of the increase in the work load in that office.   A summary sheet of the current EQIP and WQPA contracts the Board would need to approve was distributed and reviewed.  Gil Harris moved and Terry Doupe’ seconded approval of the contracts.  Motion carried.  
Staff Report

Sherry presented her staff report.  Most items had already been discussed.  Funds had been received from DEQ for the Soldier Creek Rocking Project.  It was submitted one month ago but had been delayed due to the request from DEQ for an updated timeline for installation of the BMPs.   

She directed the Board members to the correspondence section of their folder to read the letter sent to the Coeur d’Alene Tribal Council regarding the support of field burning for grass production.  Keith Daman reported that there had been no action taken that he was aware of by the Tribal Council.

Finally she informed the Board that FSA had advertised an opening for a part-time intermittent program technician and she would like to apply for it.  As it would be 16 hours or less each week, it would not interfere with her duties for the District.  
Other Agency Reports

Kim Golden, Panhandle Lakes RC& D Director, reviewed several items of interest with the Board.  There will be a Forestry Committee meeting May 15 and they are hopeful for input from the Districts.  There is a follow-up meeting regarding Carbon Sequestration on April 24 in Moscow.  Sherry asked Kim to forward her the information from the meeting as she would not be able to attend.  They are planning a trip to the nursery in Elk River where our tree seedings are grown and further information would be coming.  He has also assisted Laura Laumatia with  the Coeur d’Alene Tribe in planning a seminar covering Non-Profit Organizations.  That will be presented in Plummer, May 16.  
With no further business to attend to, Gil Harris moved to adjourn the meeting,
Terry Doupe’ seconded; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________
Recap of Motions:

· Approval of March minutes
· Approval of Financial Reports for March 1 – March 31, 2007 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval of the FY 09 Budget Request
· Approval for Sherry to attend the Idaho Rural Partnership Leadership seminar
· Approval of the FY 08 Annual Plan of Work
· Approval of the EQIP and WQPA contracts presented by Mark Cottrell
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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