BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES
Date:
 March 17, 2010
Time:
  12:00 PM
Place:   County Courthouse Conference Room, St. Maries, Idaho
Supervisors Present:             
Others Present:
Billie Brown, Chair                      Sherry Klaus, BSWCD
Rich Morrison, Vice Chair 

Mark Cottrell, NRCS

Gilbert Harris, Treasurer 

Mark Hogen, ISCC

Larry Cooke, Member

Kim Schwanz, Member

The meeting was called to order at 12:05 PM by Billie Brown, Chair.
Approval of Minutes  

Rich Morrison moved to approve the February 17, 2010 minutes as previously mailed, seconded by Kim Schwanz, motion carried.
Financial Report

In the absence of Treasure Gil Harris, Billie Brown reported bank balances for March 17, 2010.    Benewah SWCD, $20,058.51, Fishhook 319, -0-, Santa Creek 319, -0-; Soldier Creek 319, -0-, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, -0-, Santa Creek WQPA, -0-; WQPA/EQIP Division I, -0- and Petty Cash, $13.85.   Rich Morrison moved to accept the financial reports as read, seconded by Larry Cooke, motion carried.
Bills Approved 
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $1,410.41 with checks 2089 - 2095.  Kim Schwanz moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Larry Cooke, motion carried.  

	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2089
	
	02/26/2010
	
	University of Idaho
	PFNFY 10-53  1000 P Pine
	
	330.00

	2090
	
	02/26/2010
	
	IDEA
	2010 Dues
	
	35.00

	2091
	
	02/26/2010
	
	Idaho State Forestry Contest
	Support - 2010
	
	25.00

	2092
	
	02/26/2010
	
	Richard Morrison
	Mileage - 2/17/10 Board Meeting
	
	18.20

	2093
	
	02/26/2010
	
	Billie Brown
	Mileage - 2/17/2010 Board Meeting
	
	9.88

	2094
	
	02/26/2010
	
	Gil Harris
	Mileage - 2/17/2010 Board Meeting
	
	29.12

	2095
	
	03/17/2010
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 1/16/2010-1/13/2010
	
	963.21

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	1,410.41


At this time, Gil Harris joined the meeting.
correspondence

There was no correspondence that needed to be reviewed.
new BUSINESS

Billie reported that the pending legislation concerning the ISCC and Idaho conservation districts had been discussed at the Division I meeting held on March 10 in Bonners Ferry.  Tom Daniel, Chair of Boundary SCD had volunteered to attend the hearings in Boise regarding this legislation.  Both Bonner SWCD and Kootenai-Shoshone SWCD had voiced approval to assist with travel expenses for Tom.  Kim Schwanz moved, seconded by Rich Morrison, to donate $100 toward the travel expenses for Tom; motion carried.
The legislation had several minor amendments made after the hearings on March 16; the commission would remain independent of the Department of Ag, there would be no 4-year sundown clause, there would be reports due on an annual basis and there would be new commission members elected with Division I and Division II combining to nominate candidates from north Idaho.  If this legislation fails to pass before the Legislature adjourns, everything will revert to what it was before.  Those who attended the hearings were optimistic that the legislation would be passed.  Mark Hogen distributed a summary that had been sent out concerning the pending legislation and the proceedings that took place March 16.
Sherry had both Kim and Larry sign the Oaths of Office and said she would notarize them and forward them to the ISCC.  The Certificates of Appointment had been received so all necessary paperwork had now been completed for their term of office. The subject of associate members was discussed.  Any former board member is considered an associate member.   The district will continue to reach out to the county commissioners for their continued support.
Sherry had also spoken with Frank Garilgio, the NRCS State Forester about reviewing his schedule to see when he might be able to meet with the board and other interested citizens to review all Forestry components in the 2008 Farm Bill.  He said that if there was interest, he could also conduct a field trip to see forest conservation practices.  There was more discussion concerning EQIP forest programs and some clarification regarding the forest management plans necessary to participate in the EQIP programs.  Sherry will get more information from Frank for the April board meeting.  She will also check with the ISCC about the continuation of the Division I WQPA/EQIP program and the final date that it will be available.
Rich Morrison reported that the CDA Tribe was sponsoring a no-till meeting.  He thought that Rich Baden of the Spokane County CD would be presenting his no-till information at this meeting. Sherry is not able to attend the meeting but Mark Cottrell may.  As noted below, the district has received the favorable opinion documentation from the Idaho Secretary of State and the Idaho Attorney General’s office for the MOU between Spokane County CD and Benewah SWCD.  

old BUSINESS

Billie had finally received confirmation from the Idaho Attorney General’s office and the Idaho Secretary of State that the MOU between the Spokane CCD and the Benewah SWCD regarding supplemental funding opportunities had received a favorable legal opinion.  

NRCS Report

Mark presented his report.   The written report is included with the minutes.
Staff Report
Sherry had previously mailed her staff report and it is included with the minutes. 
With no further business to attend to, Rich Morrison moved to adjourn the meeting, Kim Schwanz seconded and the motion was carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 P.M.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________

Recap of Motions:
· Approval of February minutes
· Acceptance of Financial Reports for February, 2010 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval to support Tom Daniel’s trip to Boise
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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