BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

DRAFT
Date:
February 21, 2007
Time:
6:00 p.m.

Place:
USDA Service Center, Plummer, Idaho
Supervisors Present:


Others Present:
Billie Brown, Chair


Mark Cottrell, DC, NRCS
Terry Doupe’, Secretary
  
Sherry Klaus, BSWCD

Richard Morrison, Member

Micki Linehan, FSA, Plummer

Gil Harris, Treasurer


Bob Tribelhorn, NRCS, Moscow

Keith Daman, Vice-Chair
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., by Billie Brown, Chair.
Approval of Minutes  

Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the January 17, 2007, minutes as mailed, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the January 24, 2007, Special Meeting minutes as mailed, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried

Financial Report

Gil Harris, Treasurer, reported fund balances for January 31, 2007: Benewah SWCD, $18,258.62; Santa Creek 319, $5,674.49; Santa Creek WQPA, $2,175.00; Fishhook 319, $500.00, Soldier Creek 319, $1,000.00, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, $500.00 and Petty Cash, $40.39.    Keith Daman moved to approve financial reports as read, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion passed.  
Bills Approved
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $ 3,732.40 with checks 1743-1766, with voided checks #1743, 1759 and 1760.   Rich Morrison moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Keith Daman, motion carried.
	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	1743
	
	01/09/2007
	
	Idaho Secretary of State
	
	VOID
	
	0.00

	1752
	
	01/19/2007
	
	Russell Vincent
	
	34 Fencing Hours - Dipple Ranch
	
	340.00

	1753
	
	01/19/2007
	
	Bille Brown
	
	Mileage - 1/17/07 Brd Mtg
	
	17.46

	1754
	
	01/19/2007
	
	Terry Doupe'
	
	Mileage - 1/17/07 Brd Mtg
	
	19.40

	1755
	
	01/19/2007
	
	Richard Morrison
	
	Mileage - 1/17/07 Brd Mtg
	
	19.40

	1756
	
	01/19/2007
	
	IDEA
	
	2007 Dues
	
	35.00

	1757
	
	01/19/2007
	
	Idaho Ag In the Classroom
	
	2007 Membership
	
	50.00

	1758
	
	01/19/2007
	
	Idaho State Forestry Contest
	2007 Idaho State Forestry Cont. Support
	25.00

	1759
	
	02/02/2007
	
	Void
	
	Void
	
	0.00

	1760
	
	02/02/2007
	
	Void
	
	Void
	
	0.00

	1761
	
	02/02/2007
	
	I.A.S.C.D.
	
	2007 Annual Dues
	
	400.00

	1762
	
	02/02/2007
	
	Panhandle Lakes RC&D
	
	6000 Trees - 1/11/2007 Order
	
	1,560.00

	1763
	
	02/21/2007
	
	Sherry Klaus
	
	Pay period: 1/14/2007 - 02/17/2007
	
	1,034.20

	1764
	
	02/13/2007
	
	Post Insurance Services
	
	Notary Stamp Fee
	
	38.11

	1765
	
	02/21/2007
	
	Travelers
	
	Surety Bond - Notary Public
	
	60.00

	1766
	
	02/21/2007
	
	Sherry Klaus
	
	Expense Report - January 2007
	
	133.83

	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	
	3,732.40


GUESTS
Billie Brown welcomed guests, Bob Tribelhorn and Micki Linehan.  

Bob addressed concerns the Board had regarding timely communication between NRCS and the Board when deadlines for comment or signatures must be met.  Bob explained how it was important to NRCS to have Board input on different things since there could be times when the Board is aware of circumstances that the NRCS employees are not.   These concerns arose from a request for comment on a cancellation of an EQIP contract that the Board had not been informed of.   Both NRCS and the District Board affirmed the importance of cooperation in maintaining a good working partnership.  There was additional discussion regarding more outreach regarding the available NRCS programs and what both parties could assist with.
Mark Cottrell presented the contract from Mr. Sievers and explained the circumstances prompting the request for cancellation.  Keith Daman moved and Richard Morrison seconded, to approve the cancellation and recommend that no monies be repaid since the annual practices were completed.  Motion carried.
Micki Linehan also addressed the Board regarding the partnership between FSA, NRCS and the Board for the CRP contacts.  She also felt that it was important for the Board to be a working partner in reviewing files but explained that with changes in rules and regulations, it was not always possible to provide an adequate period for review of the files at a Board meeting.  There was discussion regarding how that might be alleviated in the future should all things remain the same and no further rules changed.

She also presented information about a public meeting concerning the consolidation of the Kootenai- North Shoshone FSA office with the Benewah-South Shoshone FSA office on Tuesday, March 6, 2007.  Should the consolidation take place, new boundaries would be drawn and a new county FSA committee elected that represented the entire area.
Old Business
Update on Santa Creek 319 Grant

Sherry informed the Board that the contract amendment from DEQ had been received.  Once weather permits, the additional plantings can be done.  It was Gil’s suggestion that we talk with Mark Hogen to have him obtain optimal planting instructions from his resources.  Sherry will do that.

Update on 319 Grants

Sherry reported that the application for the new 319 grant for culvert repair/replacement was not completed before the deadline due to several issues.  Notwithstanding the short time frame available to obtain some technical information, the issue of using tribal funds as match was questioned by DEQ.  They said that if there were “federal fingerprints” on the funds, then the funds would be considered federal and not qualify as match.  We can continue to work on the grant and possibly present it next year once the issue of the tribal match is clarified.
Annual IASCD Meeting

Billie Brown gave a brief report on the Public Outreach Committee Meeting she chaired at the annual IASCD conference in November.  The meeting was one of the best attended of the conference committee meetings and the presentation was both interesting and very informative as to how best to spread the conservation message.
QuickBooks Online Program

Sherry Klaus presented information she had received from the Latah SWCD regarding security issues of the QuickBooks Online program that had been implemented in November, 2006.  The auditors for the Latah SWCD had provided that Board a written letter detailing their view of the security issues.  After discussion regarding the additional bookkeeping that will be needed for the three new 319 grants, the vital need for protection of confidential information and the Board’s liability for providing that security, Keith Daman moved and Rich Morrison seconded to change our bookkeeping program to the QuickBooks desktop version that we had used prior to the implementation of QuickBooks online.
New Business
Meeting with County Commissions
Billie reported that she and Sherry had met with the Benewah Commissioners last week.  Sherry reported that the Letter of Intent had already been received from Benewah County in the amount of $3500.   The new brochure for the District as well as the Santa Creek Project poster used for the presentation was also shown to the Board.
Division I Spring Meeting
The IASCD Division I spring meeting will be held Thursday, March 15, in Sandpoint.  The Bonner District will host.  Bob Tribelhorn reported that Rich Sims plans to attend both the Division I and Division II meetings.  Billie and Sherry will attend.
District Budget Request FY 07-08
Sherry presented copies of the last budget prepared, and the current profit/loss figures for the Board’s review.   She and Billie will present a proposed budget at the March meeting.  The FY09 Budget Request is due May 4, 2007
FY 07 (7/1/06 – 6/30/07) Work Plan

Sherry presented copies of the work plan completed for FY07 and requested that each Board member review it for any updates or changes needed and the FY08 Work Plan would be on the agenda for the March meeting.  The plan must be submitted by May 4, 2007.
NRCS Report
Mark Cottrell reviewed his written report with the Board.   
Staff Report

Sherry presented her staff report.   She had included several items she felt might be of interest to the Board regarding woody biomass and Fuels for School.  The alternative energy topic continues to be popular right now and there was discussion regarding the District’s role in providing information to the public.  The first step is to be informed.
Terry Doupe’ reported that Panhandle Health had serious concerns about the spread of the West Nile Virus to humans.  Questions have been raised about the BPA funds granted to the CDA tribe to restore wetlands.  These wetlands will become prime mosquito breeding grounds and could accelerate the spread of the West Nile Virus.  The question had arisen in a County Commissioners meeting about who should be responsible for the cost of properly controlling any future mosquito infestation to prevent further spreading of this virus.
With no further business to attend to, Terry Doupe’ moved to adjourn the meeting,
Gil Harris seconded; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved by:  _________________________________

Recap of Motions:

· Approval of January minutes
· Approval of January Special Meeting minutes
· Approval of Financial Reports for Jan 1 – Jan 31, 2007 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval to approve cancellation of EQIP contract with no penalty
· Approval to discontinue QuickBooks Online and revert to Desktop QuickBooks 
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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