BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

Date:
January 20, 2010
Time:
  12:00 PM
Place:   County Courthouse Conference Room, St. Maries, Idaho
Supervisors Present:                 



Billie Brown, Chair                         
Rich Morrison, Vice Chair

Gilbert Harris, Treasurer

Others Present:
Sherry Klaus, BSWCD





Mark Cottrell, NRCS
Ashley McFarland, University of Idaho, Extension

Larry Cooke, Forever Green Tree Farm
Kim Schwanz, Timber Plus

Christina Crawford, Benewah County District 2 County Commissioner

Dale Morlan, Benewah County Weed Supervisor



The meeting was called to order at 12:00 PM by Billie Brown, Chair and she welcomed the guests and introduced everyone.
Christina Crawford, the new Benewah County Commissioner who is completing the term of Terry Doupe’, thanked the board for allowing her to attend and be brought up to speed on the board’s projects.   She requested some additional information on the 319 grant application which had been recommended for funding.  Specifically she would like to know the county road crew’s responsibilities outlined in the grant application, where the rock would be obtained, and the milepost markers of the project location.  Sherry will provide that information to her.  She also wondered if any of the culverts currently stockpiled at the county shop could be used in the installation.  Sherry told her that might work for the smaller ditch relief culvert but the large culvert was going to have to be custom ordered.  They will have to check.
Christina also had a concern regarding the area where Crabb Road crosses Hangman Creek, which is prone to severe flooding which causes road damage.  Sherry said she had visited that site last year with Terry Doupe, Tyson Clyne (DEQ) and Bruce Kinkead (CDA Tribe Fisheries) and they had discussed what remediation might be used.  However, that particular area is within the confines of the CDA reservation and any 319 grant applications would need to come from the CDA Tribe.  Of course, that doesn’t preclude cooperation from the district and the county but we cannot take the first step.
Christina also wanted to apprise the board of the recent $1.2 million dollar grant received by the Benewah County noxious weed department.  The grant is part of stimulus funds and will allow the county to develop a weed control program to assist eligible landowners with noxious weed control as well as providing jobs for up to three years for approximately 8 to 10 people – some full time and some seasonal.  These are federal funds which have been funneled through states.  She thanked the board for allowing her to speak but needed to leave for another appointment.  She said that Dale Morlan, Benewah County Weed Supervisor would give more details regarding the weed grant.

Approval of Minutes  

Rich Morrison moved to approve the December 2, 2009 minutes as previously mailed, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Financial Report

Treasurer, Gil Harris, reported bank balances for January 19, 2010.    Benewah SWCD, $22896.17, Fishhook 319, -0-, Santa Creek 319, -0-; Soldier Creek 319, -0-, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, -0-, Santa Creek WQPA, -0-; WQPA/EQIP Division I, -0- and Petty Cash, $13.85.   Rich Morrison moved to accept the financial reports as read, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.
Bills Approved 
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $11,071.04 with checks 2071 - 2082.  Rich Morrison moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Gil Harris, motion carried.  

	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	2071
	
	12/17/2009
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 11/29/2009 - 12/15/2009
	
	663.38

	2072
	
	12/21/2009
	
	Idaho Department of Agriculture
	Nursery License Fee
	
	100.00

	2073
	
	12/23/2009
	
	Moses Mountain Inc.
	Cost Share Reimbursement - Pymt Ap 3
	
	8,184.00

	2074
	
	01/04/2010
	
	Richard Morrison
	Mileage - 12/2/09 Board Mtg - St. Maries
	
	34.59

	2075
	
	01/04/2010
	
	Gil Harris
	Mileage - 12/2/09 Board Mtg - St. Maries
	
	29.12

	2076
	
	01/19/2010
	
	Sterling Savings
	Fourth Quarter Payroll Taxes
	
	605.01

	2077
	
	01/19/2010
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	Fourth Quarter Payroll Taxes
	
	68.00

	2078
	
	01/19/2010
	
	Idaho Department of Labor
	Fourth Quarter Payroll Taxes
	
	16.59

	2079
	
	01/19/2010
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	Sales Tax 7/1/2009 - 12/31/2009
	
	66.78

	2080
	
	01/06/2010
	
	George Hey
	Refund for Trees that were sold out
	
	42.40

	2081
	
	01/19/2010
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Reimburse Expenses
	
	307.11

	2082
	
	01/19/2010
	
	Sherry A Klaus
	Pay Period: 12/20/2009 - 1/16/2010
	
	954.06

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	11,071.04


correspondence

The board reviewed the correspondence.  The NRCS Acknowledgment of Section 1619 Compliance Form is not due until February 19, which is after the next board meeting.  Due to time constraints, that was tabled until the following board meeting.  The board had received a request for clarification on contract approval from the local FSA office.  Rich Morrison volunteered to review any contracts needing Benewah SWCD review and approval before board meetings.
new BUSINESS

Dale Morlan addressed the necessity of expansion of weed education in our area.  He said there was information available from the extension agency office.  He also said there were funds in the grant to provide additional education.  He presented some of the specifics of the grant received and said there was an article in the St. Maries Gazette Record this week with all the details so that local citizens would be informed. Dale also said that the CDA Tribe had also received similar grant funding.  The benefit of cooperation in the usage of these funds was discussed.  Sherry will find out what department is in charge of the tribe’s grant.
There was discussion regarding the hawkweed problem and the difficulty of controlling it when it is not controlled on neighboring ground.  Japanese knotweed is another noxious weed that is quickly catching up to the hawkweed problem.  It gets very tall and spreads through runners.  It does act as a good stabilizer for soil so its elimination can cause erosion problems.  There are still big problems with ventenata; Dale said that needs to be plowed under to get the best control.
Ashley McFarland, the U of I extension agent wanted to clarify that her office did provide some weed education but that it would work better with more direct communication between the weed supervisor and herself regarding assistance needed.  She also pointed out that Master Gardeners were precluded from assistance with anything over 5 acres so they were not available to help local farmers.  She is not a certified pesticide consultant, therefore cannot give pesticide recommendations.  

It was the consensus of the board that without expansion of the education program to teach the importance of controlling noxious weeds, the grant funds would be wasted.

Supervisor reports

Billie reported that she would be attending the IASCD Board of Directors meeting in Boise tomorrow and would be able to better report on the Interim Committee’s finding and subsequent recommendations.  She did think that there would definitely be an increase in the state base funds allocated to each district.

old BUSINESS

Board of Supervisor Positions
Gil Harris moved, seconded by Rich Morrison, to appoint Kim Schwanz to fill the remainder of Terry Doupe’s term and to appoint Larry Cooke to fill the remainder of Keith Daman’s term.   Motion carried.
Both Kim and Larry were welcomed to the board.

Extension Cooperative Meetings

Ashley presented the final posters for the upcoming meetings in February that will be held in St. Maries, Tensed, and Plummer.   Sherry thought she would be able to get her letters in the mail this week.  
NRCS Report

Mark presented his report.   The written report is included with the minutes.
Staff Report
Sherry had previously mailed her staff report and it is included with the minutes. 
With no further business to attend to, Gil Harris moved to adjourn the meeting, Rich Morrison seconded and the motion was carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 P.M.
Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved:  _________________________________   
Dated:__________________

Recap of Motions:
· Approval of December minutes
· Acceptance of Financial Reports for December, 2009 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval to appoint Kim Schwanz and Larry Cooke as board supervisors
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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