BENEWAH SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MEETING MINUTES

DRAFT

Date:
January 17, 2007
Time:
6:00 p.m.

Place:
USDA Service Center, Plummer, Idaho
Supervisors Present:


Others Present:
Billie Brown, Chair


Mark Cottrell, DC, NRCS
Terry Doupe’, Secretary
  
Sherry Klaus, BSWCD

Richard Morrison, Member



Supervisors Absent:
Gil Harris, Treasurer




Keith Daman, Vice-Chair
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., by Billie Brown’, Chair.
Approval of Minutes  

Terry Doupe’ moved to approve the December 6, 2006, minutes as mailed, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion carried.
Financial Report

In the absence of Gil Harris, Treasurer, Sherry Klaus reported fund balances for December 31, 2006: Benewah SWCD, $13,297.75; Santa Creek 319, $4,114.49; Santa Creek WQPA, $2,175.00; Fishhook 319, $500.00, Soldier Creek 319, $1,000.00, WestFork/MiddleFork St. Maries, $500.00 and Petty Cash, $40.39.    Terry Doupe’ moved to approve financial reports as read, seconded by Rich Morrison, motion passed.  
Bills Approved
The list of bills to approve (see below) was reviewed by the Board.  There were account payables in the total amount of $ 3.292.44 with checks 1734 – 1751, with voided checks #1734, and 1734.   Rich Morrison moved to approve the bills as presented, seconded by Terry Doupe, motion carried.
	Num
	
	Date
	
	Name
	
	Memo
	
	Paid Amount

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1734
	
	12/05/2006
	
	Keith Daman
	
	Void
	
	0.00

	1739
	
	12/06/2006
	
	Terry Doupe'
	
	Mileage- Dec Brd Mtg & RC&D Mtg
	
	66.75

	1740
	
	12/14/2006
	
	Idaho Dept of Ag
	
	2007 Nursery License
	
	75.00

	1741
	
	12/14/2006
	
	Sherry Klaus
	
	Pay Period: 11/13/2006 - 12/16/2006
	
	1,020.03

	1742
	
	01/09/2007
	
	Capital Press
	
	One Year Office Subscription
	
	44.00

	1743
	
	01/09/2007
	
	Idaho Secretary of State
	
	Application Fee for Notary Public Appt.
	
	30.00

	1744
	
	01/09/2007
	
	Void
	
	Void
	
	0.00

	1745
	
	01/09/2007
	
	N.A.C.D.
	
	2007 Dues
	
	50.00

	1746
	
	12/31/2006
	
	Sterling Savings
	
	EIN 82-6001638 - 10/01/2006 - 12/31/2006
	
	632.38

	1747
	
	12/31/2006
	
	Idaho Dept of Labor
	
	Acct 0000568791 - 10/01/2006 - 12/31/2006
	26.15

	1748
	
	12/31/2006
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	Acct 000001666 - 10/01/2006 - 12/31/2006
	
	48.00

	1749
	
	12/31/2006
	
	Idaho State Tax Commission
	Acct 000001666 - 10/01/2006 - 12/31/2006
	
	272.46

	1750
	
	01/11/2007
	
	Panhandle Lakes RC&D
	
	1260 Trees - 11/22/06 - 12/22/06 Orders
	
	405.40

	1751
	
	01/16/2007
	
	Sherry Klaus
	
	Pay period: 12/17/2006 – 01/13/2007
	
	622.27


Correspondence
Terry Doupe' reviewed the miscellaneous correspondence/publications received during the past month.  
After discussion regarding the NRCS request for information regarding the Sheep Creek Watershed Improvement District, the Board directed Sherry to send a letter advising NRCS that to the best of the Board’s knowledge, no one involved with that project is still actively engaged in farming.

The State of Idaho adopted a new mileage reimbursement rate of 48.5 cents per mile, effective January 1, 2007.  Rich Morrison moved to amend the District’s mileage rate to be the same as the State’s, seconded by Terry Doupe’.   Motion carried.

Terry Doupe’ moved to pay $50.00 to the Idaho Ag In the Classroom Association for the 2007 membership dues, seconded by Rich Morrison.  Motion carried.

Rich Morrison moved to donate $25.00 in support of the Bonner Soil Conservation District Forestry Day, seconded by Terry Doupe’.   Motion carried. 
Old Business
Update on Santa Creek 319 Grant

Sherry reported that this grant has been extended to November 30, 2007, which will enable completion of the plantings originally scheduled for fall, 2006.   In addition to completing those plantings, a good selection of comparative photos can be taken this spring and permanent picture points selected for future monitoring of the conservation measures completed.  Sherry requested that the Board approve her paying Russell Vincent’s labor hours submitted by Gil Harris at the last Board meeting.  She had submitted the invoice to DEQ in December but payment has not yet been received.  The Board agreed that bills should be timely paid.
Update on 319 Grants

Sherry reported that she has been working on the application for the new 319 grant for culvert repair/replacement.  There were some problems with the website functions and DEQ has been notified.  Also, the application requires technical input from the CDA Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department, a partner in this application.  They have been advised and Bruce Kinkead is coordinating that information.
Election Update
Billie Brown returned her Oath of Office and Rich Morrison will need to sign a new one.   It will be turned at or before the February meeting.
Terry Doupe’ moved to continue with the present slate of officers, seconded by Rich Morrison.  Motion carried.

Legislative Displays

Sherry reported that the other Districts in Division I had elected not to participate in the Legislative Display period held in mid-February in Boise.  Bonner District, who is scheduled to host the Spring Division I meeting, had requested that Benewah SWCD switch hosting duties of the Fall Division I Meeting with them and they would invite the area legislators to the morning session of the Division I meeting.   After much discussion, Terry Doupe’ moved to continue with the meeting schedule as already planned.  Rich Morrison seconded.  Motion carried.   
It was agreed that all area legislators should be invited to the morning session of the Division I Fall meeting but also suggested that their schedules might be accommodated by holding the meeting in the Coeur d’Alene area which is more central to all concerned. 
New Business
WQPA/EQIP Training Mileage Expense
Terry Doupe’ moved and Rich Morrison seconded to approve mileage and lunch reimbursement for Sherry to attend training in the Kootenai District office on January 23, 2007.  Motion carried.

District Employee – Vacation Schedule
Sherry presented the dates during February, March and April that she had requested to be gone.  Those dates were 2/27, 2/28, 3/1 and 4/24 – 4/26.  She understands that there is no vacation time presently being accrued but these dates had been committed to before she accepted employment.  Rich Morrison moved and Terry Doupe’ seconded to approve this time off without pay.  Motion carried.
NRCS Report
Mark Cottrell reviewed his written report with the Board.   They are working on 2007 applications.
Staff Report

Sherry presented her staff report.   In addition to the training session on January 23, there will also be an RC&D meeting regarding carbon sequestration which she will attend.

Terry Doupe’ reported that the Coeur d’Alene Tribe has received a grant associated with wind power and biomass.  They are applying for an additional grant for a feasibility study.  Bob Spalding is the tribal contact person for the alternative-energy issues.

With no further business to attend to, Terry Doupe’ moved to adjourn the meeting,
Rich Morrison seconded; motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Minutes are respectfully submitted by Sherry Klaus, Administrative Assistant.

Approved by:  _________________________________

Recap of Motions:

· Approval of December minutes
· Approval of Financial Reports for Dec 1 – Dec 31, 2006 
· Approval to pay the bills as presented
· Approval to raise the mileage reimbursement rate
· Approval to pay $50.00 to Idaho Ag in the Classroom for the 2007 dues 
· Approval to pay $25.00 to Bonner SCD for support of Forestry Day
· Approval to continue with the present slate of officers
· Approval to continue with Division I Semi-Annual Meetings following the current schedule
· Approval to pay WQPA/EQIP training expenses for Sherry Klaus 
· Approval of dates of vacation requested by Sherry Klaus
· Approval to adjourn the meeting
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